
2001 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
The Meetinghouse Committee advises the Town on matters pertaining to the use and maintenance of 
Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse. During 2001 two members of the Committee retired: George Cox, who 
has served loyally for many years, and John Sanderson. They were replaced by Robert Stephenson, 
representing the Village Improvement Society, and Nancy Nelson, representing the Historic District 
Commission. Jeanne LaBrie earlier replaced Michael Barlick as the Selectmen’s Representative. 
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October: Amos Fortune Forum (7 
meetings), Monadnock Music (2 concerts), Conant High School’s annual Shakespeare Festival, the 
annual First Church Fair, 4 weddings, and several meetings of the Historic District Commission. On July 
21st, a free concert featuring Lisa McCormick was sponsored by Hampsey & Grenier Associates and 
Atlas Advanced Pyrotechnics and resulted in donations to the Meetinghouse Trust Fund exceeding 
$2,000. This Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the VIS and the Historic District 
Commission cosponsored a noontime reading of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July. The 
Meetinghouse was full and the 36 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. This will be repeated in 2002 
and all are invited to participate. 
 
The Committee made a thorough inspection of the Meetinghouse in November—and will do so  twice 
each year—and has developed a list of mostly minor repair and maintenance jobs for 2002. The only 
major work expected is the painting of the south façade as well as some touch-up elsewhere. The lock 
will be re-keyed in the spring and numbered keys made available to those who need them. The main 
screen door will be re-hung to bring it into compliance with the building code. (This past year new lighted 
exit signs were installed, also the result of code concerns.)  
 
Because of fire concerns a wholly new extension cord system was constructed to accommodate the 
Christmas window lights. George Cox remains in charge of putting up and taking down the lights, a task 
he has cheerfully done for many years. George is also the Town Clock Winder and, although the tower 
clock has long been electrified, it nonetheless needs a surprising amount of attention. His protégé is now 
Charlie Marvin. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, four weddings have already 
been booked. These benefit the Town through rental fees. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Nelson 
Jeanne LaBrie 
Robert Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

George Cox   Village Improvement Society Representative (to 9/2001) 
Robert Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative (from 9/2001) 
John Sanderson  Historic District Commission Representative (to 9/2001) 
Nancy Nelson  Historic District Commission Representative (from 9/2001) 
Jeanne LaBrie  Selectmen’s Representative 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: The 9/2001 date needs to be checked.  



2002 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
The Meetinghouse Committee advises the Town on matters pertaining to the use and maintenance of 
Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October: Amos Fortune Forum (7 
meetings), Monadnock Music (2 free concerts), Conant High School’s annual Shakespeare Festival, the 
annual First Church Fair, 7 weddings, 1 memorial service, the Annual Meeting of the Thorndike Pond 
Conservation Association and 5 meetings of the Historic District Commission. This Committee along 
with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the VIS and the Historic District Commission cosponsored a noontime 
reading of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July, an event that was premiered last year. The 
Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. This is now an annual 
town event and all are invited to attend and participate. 
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on April 30th and November 6th. Between 
the two dates a significant number of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee 
and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock; removal of 
debris from basement; installation and painting of new screen doors (for code compliance); re-keying and 
replacement of door locks; exterior lighting repair; mapping of electrical circuits and some re-wiring; 
scraping and painting of the south façade and portions of the tower; installation of a replacement stage 
curtain and new travelers; and numerous cleaning and tidying tasks. The largest and most involved 
undertaking was the installation of a fire alarm system and the burying of the necessary phone service. 
We look forward to this system giving the Meetinghouse protection and those who love it peace of mind 
for many years to come. 
 
For major projects next season the Committee has recommended additional exterior painting and the start 
of a multi-year program to replace crumbling or missing window glazing compound. 
 
The Committee would like to thank George Cox, the Town Clock Winder, and his protégé, Charlie 
Marvin, for the expert attention they give to the Town Clock throughout the year. And special thanks are 
due Mary Payson for her donation, in memory of John Batiste, of American and New Hampshire flags 
which now stand beside the stage. The Committee was pleased to recommend to the Town that unused 
and obsolete stage lighting equipment be donated to Andy’s Summer Playhouse which reports that it has 
been put to good use. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, four weddings have already 
been booked. These benefit the Town through rental fees. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Nelson 
Jeanne LaBrie 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Nancy Nelson  Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson Village Improvement Society Representative 
Jeanne LaBrie  Selectmen’s Representative 
 
 
 
 
 



2003 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
The Meetinghouse Committee advises the Town on matters pertaining to the use and maintenance of 
Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October: Amos Fortune Forum 
(seven meetings), Monadnock Music (two free concerts), Conant High School’s annual Shakespeare 
Festival, the annual First Church Fair, seven weddings, two meetings of the Jaffrey Board of Selectmen, a 
meeting of the Jaffrey Budget Committee, a meeting of the Transfer Station/Recycling Center Study 
Committee and five meetings of the Jaffrey Historic District Commission. A free line dance was held in 
August, sponsored by the Village Improvement Society. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical 
Society, the VIS and the Historic District Commission again cosponsored a noontime reading of the 
Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July, now an established annual tradition. The Meetinghouse 
was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate. 
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on April 16th and October 17th. Between 
the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock; washing of all windows; 
recharging of fire extinguishers; touch-up interior painting; and installation of a backstage bulletin board. 
Bob Chase fashioned a handsome wastebasket for the foyer from maple flooring removed from the 
Meetinghouse in the 1993 renovation. A new and improved speaker system was purchased by the Amos 
Fortune Forum and is available for all events. Peter Lambert’s Meetinghouse brochure was re-printed and 
is available at the Town Offices and in the Meetinghouse. The Plexiglas donation box was repaired by 
Jim McQueen.  
 
During the year $1,225 was donated by seven individuals and organizations to pay for bench cushions. A 
sample was in place during the past season. These are being made from recycled stage curtains and an 
unknown number are expected to be ready by this summer. 
 
On September 8th the Meetinghouse and Melville Academy will be the setting for a Jaffrey Chamber of 
Commerce ‘After Hours’ gathering, jointly sponsored by the Meetinghouse Committee and the Village 
Improvement Society. 
 
For major projects next season the Committee has recommended additional exterior painting and the start 
of what will probably be a multi-year program to repair, reglaze and paint the building’s 50 historic 
windows. The latter will benefit from two grants that the Town has received for this purpose. More than 
$16,000 will be available under the Certified Local Government program of the NH Division of Historical 
Resources and the Conservation License (‘Moose’) Plate program. The Committee is hopeful that 
window work will begin early this winter. 
 
The Committee would like to welcome officially Charlie Marvin as the new Clock Winder and thanks 
George Cox who served in this capacity for many years. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, seven weddings have 
already been booked. These benefit the Town through rental fees. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant  Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson Village Improvement Society Representative 
G. Clay Hollister  Selectmen’s Representative 
 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: Town protocol is for Meetinghouse to be spelled as one word and 
capitalized when referring to the Jaffrey Meetinghouse. 

 
 
 
 
 



2004 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the use 
and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October: Amos 
Fortune Forum (seven free lectures), Monadnock Music (two free concerts), Downtown 
Concerts (three relocations due to rain), Conant High School’s 12th annual Shakespeare 
Festival, the 88th annual First Church Fair and eight weddings. The following Town 
boards and committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times: Jaffrey Board of 

Selectmen, Planning Board, Board of Adjustment, Cemetery Committee and the Historic District 
Commission. A free line dance was held in August, sponsored by the Village Improvement Society. In 
September the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce began its monthly “After Hours” at the Meetinghouse. On 
June 17th—the anniversary of the raising of the Meetinghouse frame in 1775—a Meetinghouse Birthday 
Party was held with some historical recollections, music and appropriate refreshments. The Meetinghouse 
was the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, Elderhostel tours, and such throughout the 
year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the VIS and the Historic District 
Commission cosponsored the 4th annual reading of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July. 
The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to 
attend and participate. The Town of Jaffrey was honored to host on August 18th the regular meeting of the 
Governor and Executive Council. The Meetinghouse was active for most of the day with many local 
citizens attending as spectators of New Hampshire government.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on May 24th and October 18th. Between 
the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (largely done by Charles 
Marvin); recharging of fire extinguishers; repair of Exit lights; installation of a new rear screen door; and 
the usual touch-up interior painting. The east façade was scraped and painted by Sunshine Painting of 
Jaffrey. The largest project by far has been the ongoing restoration of the Meetinghouse’s 50 windows. 
Three batches were removed, transported off-site, repaired and restored and reinstalled. The final 14 will 
be removed momentarily and are due to be reinstalled in May. The Town is fortunate to have had more 
than $40,000 of the project funded by grants from or through the NH Division of Historical Resources.  
 
During the year additional donations were received to pay for bench cushions, bringing the total raised to 
$1,575. These are being made from recycled stage curtains. By next season 23 cushions will be in place. 
 
For some years there has been a desire to have a piano in the Meetinghouse for use at events. This wish 
became a reality with the donation to the Town of an antique Henry F. Miller Square Grand Piano. Its 
arrival on June 17th coincided with the Meetinghouse Birthday Party, its first use being to accompany the 
singing of  “Happy Birthday.” The Committee thanks Eugene Roe for his generous donation. 
 
For major projects next season the Committee has recommended additional exterior painting specifically 
the upper tower which has not been painted since 1992. The north façade may also be included. A new 
water heater may be necessary and some minor electrical work is called for. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, two weddings have already 
been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant  Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson Village Improvement Society Representative 
G. Clay Hollister  Selectmen’s Representative 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2005 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to 
the use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and 
October: Amos Fortune Forum (seven free lectures), Monadnock Music (two 
free concerts), Downtown Concerts (three relocations due to rain), Conant 
High School’s 13th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 89th annual First Church 
Fair, the 225th Anniversary celebration of the First Church, and six 
weddings. Several Town boards and committees met in the Meetinghouse 
one or more times, including the Board of Selectmen, Cemetery Committee 

and the Historic District Commission. Andy’s Children’s Theatre performed in July. A free line 
dance was held in August, sponsored by the Village Improvement Society. The Meetinghouse 
was the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, historical society tours, and such 
throughout the year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the VIS and the 
Historic District Commission cosponsored the 5th annual reading of the Declaration of 
Independence on the 4th of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers 
did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on May 24th and October 21st. 
Between the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the 
Committee and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town 
clock (largely done by Charles Marvin); minor upgrading of the electrical system; expansion of 
the fire alarm system into the cellar and its annual testing; and the usual touch-up interior 
painting. The largest project was the completion of the final phase of the restoration of the 
Meetinghouse’s 50 windows. The final 14 were removed, restored and reinstalled in May. The 
Town is fortunate to have had more than $40,000 of the project funded by grants from or through 
the NH Division of Historical Resources.  
 
The final installment of bench cushions arrived, paid for by generous donations from many 
interested people. The total is now 23. These were made from recycled stage curtains.  
 
The major project next season will be the exterior painting of the upper tower which has not been 
painted since 1992. This is specialized work and will be substantially more expensive than the 
usual painting job. A Warrant Article related to this is likely to be considered at this year’s Town 
Meeting. The north façade was to be painted last year but weather caused this to be postponed 
until this year.  
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, three weddings 
have already been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental 
fees. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant  Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson Village Improvement Society Representative 
G. Clay Hollister  Selectmen’s Representative 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2006 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to 
the use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and 
October: Amos Fortune Forum (seven free lectures), Monadnock Music (two 
free concerts), Downtown Concerts (relocations due to rain), Conant High 
School’s 14th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 90th annual First Church 
Fair, events associated with the Centennial of the Village Improvement 
Society (Historic Homes & Gardens Tour, Musicale at the Meetinghouse, 
Line Dance with the Trimbles), and five weddings. Several Town boards and 

committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times, including the Board of Selectmen, 
Conservation Commission, Cemetery Committee, the Planning Board’s Master Plan Committee 
and the Historic District Commission. The Meetinghouse was the scene of numerous other 
meetings, school group visits, historical society tours, and such throughout the year. The 
Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the VIS and the Historic District 
Commission cosponsored the 6th annual reading of the Declaration of Independence on the 4th 
of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All 
are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on May 23rd and October 21st. 
Between the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the 
Committee and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town 
clock (largely done by Charles Marvin); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual 
touch-up interior painting. One of the soiled stage curtains was replaced. The north façade was to 
have been painted in 2005 but weather caused this to be postponed until June 2006, the work 
being done by Windmill Hill Painting. But the largest project by far was the painting of the 
Tower from ground to weathervane, a task not done since 1992. This was undertaken in the Fall 
by a J&D Painting and Restoration, a steeplejack company specializing in churches. The cost 
was met by a Town Meeting warrant article that was voted in 2005, supplemented by a 
‘Mooseplate’ grant from the State of New Hampshire. The job took nearly a month to 
accomplish and we are hopeful it won’t have to be repeated for some years. 
 
For the first time in many years a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting 
ceremony with caroling was held on December 3rd. This was a welcomed addition to the setting 
of the Meetinghouse with its window candles, and it is expected that it will repeated annually. 
Another seasonal outdoor event this year was a May Day celebration with Morris Dancing teams 
and a May Pole set up on the Common.  
 
The major project next season will be the exterior painting of the south façade which has been 
contracted to Wright Painting. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, one wedding and 
one contra dance have already been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town 
through rental fees. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
G. Clay Hollister   Selectmen’s Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2007 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to 
the use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and 
October: Amos Fortune Forum (seven free lectures), Monadnock Music (one 
free concert), Downtown Concerts (several relocations due to rain), Conant 
High School’s 15th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 91st annual First 
Church Fair, and one wedding and one memorial service. Several Town 
boards and committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times, 
including the Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Cemetery 

Committee, the Planning Board’s Water & Sewer Committee and the Historic District 
Commission. The Jaffrey-Rindge School Board held its June 25th meeting at the Meetinghouse, 
a first as far as one can tell. (Conant High School was first located in the Meetinghouse.) The 
Committee hopes the Board will come back annually or from time-to-time. The Meetinghouse 
was the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, historical society tours, a contra 
dance and other gatherings throughout the year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical 
Society, the Village Improvement Society and the Historic District Commission cosponsored the 
7th annual reading of The Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July. The Meetinghouse 
was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and 
participate. That evening the Keene Legion Band relocated its concert to the Meetinghouse due 
to rain.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on May 21st and October 17th. 
Between the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the 
Committee and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town 
clock (largely done by Charles Marvin); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual 
touch-up interior painting. Twelve more bench cushions were donated by the Village 
Improvement Society. 
 
For the second year in a row a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting 
ceremony with caroling was held on December 9th.  
 
The three major projects in 2007 were the exterior painting of the south façade and the east stairs 
and bulkhead, and the interior painting of the north wall and underside of the gallery on the first 
floor. This was carried out by Wright Painting of Jaffrey. No major projects are planned for 
2008. The East façade will probably need painting in 2009.   
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, five weddings have 
already been booked. The Jaffrey Historical Society will present a public program on the evening 
of August 12th in celebration of its 50th anniversary. These and other private gatherings benefit 
the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
G. Clay Hollister   Selectmen’s Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2008 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to 
the use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and 
October: Amos Fortune Forum (seven free lectures), Monadnock Music (one 
free concert), Downtown Concerts (one relocation due to rain), Conant High 
School’s 16th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 92nd annual First Church 
Fair, and nine weddings, the most ever in one season. Several Town boards 
and committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times, including the 
Board of Selectmen, Conservation Commission, Cemetery Committee, and 

the Historic District Commission. The Jaffrey Historical Society celebrated its 50th anniversary 
in the Meetinghouse and staged a well-received historical fashion show. A prayer meeting was 
held on September 11th, to our knowledge the first in the modern era. The Meetinghouse was the 
scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, and gatherings throughout the year. The 
Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the Village Improvement Society and the 
Historic District Commission cosponsored the 8th annual reading of The Declaration of 
Independence on the 4th of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers 
did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse on April 11th and November 
10th. Between the two dates a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the 
Committee and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town 
clock (largely done by Charles Marvin); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual 
touch-up interior painting, oiling of exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing and electrical 
repair.  
 
For the third year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with 
caroling was held on December 7th.  
 
The major projects in 2009 will be the exterior painting of the east façade and continuing 
window work. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, four weddings have 
already been booked and Monadnock Music will introduce an extended Sunday afternoon series 
of ticketed concerts. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Janet S. Grant 
G. Clay Hollister 
Robert B. Stephenson 



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
G. Clay Hollister   Selectmen’s Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2009 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to 
the use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and 
October 2009: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music 
(four concerts), Downtown Concerts (one relocation due to rain), Conant 
High School’s 17th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 93rd annual First 
Church Fair, and six weddings. Several Town boards and committees met in 
the Meetinghouse one or more times, including the Board of Selectmen, 
Budget Committee, Conservation Commission, Cemetery Committee, 

Energy Committee, and the Historic District Commission. The Meetinghouse hosted the Jaffrey-
Rindge Cooperative School District on June 22nd and on September 9th Governor Lynch and the 
NH Executive Council. The Meetinghouse was the scene of numerous other meetings, school 
group visits, and gatherings throughout the year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey 
Historical Society, the Village Improvement Society and the Historic District Commission 
cosponsored the 9th annual reading of The Declaration of Independence on the 4th of July. The 
Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to 
attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in April and October. Between 
these inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the 
Committee and at other times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town 
clock (largely done by Charles Marvin); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual 
touch-up interior painting, oiling of exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing and electrical 
repair. Andy Webber rebuilt the bulkhead to the cellar and Dennis Wright and his crew painted 
the east façade. The Amos Fortune Forum kindly paid for two rubber floor mats for the entrances 
and for the installation of a floor outlet and two outlets on the base of the stage. Electrician Mike 
Shea accomplished these tasks. He also installed an exterior outlet under the rear stairs. 
 
For the fourth year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with 
caroling was held on December 6th. As always, candles were set in the south windows of the 
Meetinghouse during the holiday season. 
 
The Meetinghouse now has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at 
http://town.jaffrey.nh.us. Go to  >Town Government  >Committees/Commissions  > 
Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find historical information, photographs, the schedule 
of events, and the application and guidelines for use. 
 
The major project in 2010 will be the painting of the windows. Six were removed on January 4, 
2010, and a second six will be removed and painted after the first six are reinstalled. Another 12 
or more will be similarly removed and painted in 2011. Dennis Wright is overseeing the work. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, four weddings have 
already been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Janet S. Grant 
Kathy Batchelder 
Robert B. Stephenson



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
Kathy Batchelder   Selectmen’s Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2010 REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the 
use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October 
2010: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music (four concerts), 
Conant High School’s 18th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 94th annual First 
Church Fair, and five weddings and one memorial service. Several Town boards 
and committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times. The Meetinghouse was 
the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, and gatherings 
throughout the year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the 

Village Improvement Society and the Historic District Commission cosponsored the 10th annual reading 
of The Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 
volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in April and November. Between these 
inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (largely done by Charles 
Marvin with the assistance of Kevin Sterling and with the professional involvement of D’Avanza Clock 
Repair of Goffstown); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual touch-up interior painting, 
oiling of exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing and electrical repair. A new rope was strung up to 
the bell after the old one broke during Fourth of July celebrations. An important project, sponsored by the 
Jaffrey Historical Society, was the cleaning, repair, re-rigging and restoration of the colorful stage curtain 
that once graced the Jaffrey Grange. The work was accomplished by the experts at Vermont’s Curtains 
Without Borders. The curtain will be lowered for the Annual Meeting of the Jaffrey Historical Society set 
for the Meetinghouse on August 11th.  
 
The major project in 2010 was the painting of the windows. A total of  24 windows (in batches of 6) were 
removed in 2010 for restoration work and painting, and reinstalled in time for events in the spring. In 
December the next batch of 6 was removed. With luck, the overall project will be completed in 2011 
(there are 50 windows in all). Dennis Wright is overseeing the work. He will also undertake the painting 
of the west façade and tower in 2011. The stage floor may be refinished and some interior painting may 
also be scheduled for 2011, including the re-painting of the tables. 
 
For the fifth year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with caroling 
was held on December 5th. As always, candles were set in the south windows of the Meetinghouse during 
the holiday season. 
 
The Meetinghouse has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at http://town.jaffrey.nh.us. Go to  
>Town Government  >Committees/Commissions  > Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find 
historical information, photographs, the current and past schedules of events, and the application and 
guidelines for use. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, two weddings have already 
been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Batchelder 
Janet S. Grant 
Robert B. Stephenson



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Kathy Batchelder   Selectmen’s Representative 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the 
use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October 
2011: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music (four concerts), 
Conant High School’s 19th annual Shakespeare Festival, the 95th annual First 
Church Fair, and two weddings, a national Willa Cather conference, a flower show 
sponsored by the Dublin and Monadnock Garden Clubs, the annual meeting of the 
Monadnock Conservancy, one Downtown Series concert relocated because of rain 
and a session of Camp Quest. In August the newly cleaned and restored Grange 

curtain was lowered for the annual meeting of Jaffrey Historical Society. In September a Moderators’ 
Forum was organized by the moderators of Dublin, Rindge and Jaffrey and all four State Representatives 
appeared for an evening of civic discussion. Several Town boards and committees met in the 
Meetinghouse one or more times. The Meetinghouse was also the scene of numerous other meetings, 
school group visits, and gatherings throughout the year. The Committee along with the Jaffrey Historical 
Society, the Village Improvement Society and the Historic District Commission cosponsored the 11th 
annual reading of The Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of July. The Meetinghouse was again 
full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in May and October. Between these 
inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (largely done by Charles 
Marvin with the assistance of Kevin Sterling and with the professional involvement of D’Avanza Clock 
Repair of Goffstown); annual testing of the fire alarm system; and the usual touch-up interior painting, 
oiling of exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing and electrical repair.  
 
Among the major projects in 2011: Dennis Wright continued the phased painting of the windows and 
completed the painting of the west end and tower. Andrew Webber rebuilt the front of the stage including 
the removal of the non-functioning foot lights. The entire stage floor was then sanded, stained and poly-
urethaned by Ron Cormier. Felt pads were placed on the feet of all the benches; and six new fire 
extinguishers were purchased and installed. 
 
In 2012 the window painting will have been completed. Two major undertakings will be the replacement 
of the antiquated electric panel by Shea Electrical and the painting of the ceiling by Dennis Wright. (As 
best can be determined this major project was last done in 1922.) And the ramp leading to the Tower door 
will be rebuilt by Andrew Webber. 
 
For the sixth year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with caroling 
was held on December 4th. As always, candles were set in the south windows of the Meetinghouse for the 
holiday season. 
 
The Meetinghouse has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at http://town.jaffrey.nh.us. Go to  
>Town Government  >Committees/Commissions  > Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find 
historical information, photographs, the current and past schedules of events, and the application and 
guidelines for use. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, five weddings have already 
been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne LaBrie 
Janet S. Grant 
Robert B. Stephenson
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MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Jeanne LaBrie   Selectmen’s Representative 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the 
use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October 
2012: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music concert, ‘Music for 
the Mountain’ concerts, Conant High School’s 20th annual Shakespeare Festival, 
the 96th annual First Church Fair, a Midsummer Swedish Festival, the annual 
meeting of Jaffrey Historical Society, two relocated Downtown Summer Concert 
Series concerts and seven weddings. Several Town boards and committees met in 
the Meetinghouse one or more times. The Meetinghouse was also the scene of 

numerous other meetings, school group visits, and gatherings throughout the year. The Committee along 
with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the Village Improvement Society and the Historic District 
Commission co-sponsored the 12th annual reading of The Declaration of Independence on the Fourth of 
July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did a marvelous job. All are invited to 
attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in May and October. Between these 
inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (overseen by Kevin 
Sterling and with the professional involvement of D’Avanza Clock Repair of Goffstown); annual testing 
of the fire alarm system by Monadnock Security; and the usual touch-up interior painting, oiling of 
exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing (Devlin & Sons) and electrical repair (Shea Electrical).  
 
Among the major projects in 2012: Dennis Wright and his crew prepared and painted the ceiling and 
second floor walls in the spring. (This may have been the first time the ceiling has been painted in 90 
years.) The Tower entrance ramp was rebuilt by Andrew Webber. The antiquated electric panel was 
replaced by Shea Electrical which also ran some new cables so that the clock could be put on its own 
dedicated circuit.  
 
During 2012 rental fees for the use of the Meetinghouse totaled $3,775. Capital expenditures totaled 
$12,798.50. The balance of the Meetinghouse Trust Fund at the start of the year was $17,547.86; at the 
end of the year, $14,114.92. 
 
For the seventh year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with caroling 
was held on December 2nd. As always, candles were set in the south windows of the Meetinghouse for 
the holiday season. 
 
The Meetinghouse has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at http://townofjaffrey.com. Go to 
> Boards & Committees  > Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find, among other things, historical 
and financial information, photographs, the current and past schedules of events, and the application and 
guidelines for use. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, three weddings have already 
been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Batchelder 
Janet S. Grant 
Robert B. Stephenson
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Kathleen Batchelder   Selectmen’s Representative 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the 
use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October 
2013: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music concert, Conant 
High School’s 21st annual Shakespeare Festival, the 97th annual First Church Fair, 
a Midsummer Swedish Festival, one relocated Downtown Summer Concert Series 
concert, a memorial service and seven weddings. Several Town boards and 
committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times. The Meetinghouse was 
also the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, and gatherings 

throughout the year. The Committee, along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the Village Improvement 
Society and the Historic District Commission, co-sponsored the 13th annual reading of The Declaration 
of Independence on the Fourth of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did 
a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in May and November. Between these 
inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (overseen by Kevin 
Sterling and with the professional involvement of D’Avanza Clock Repair of Goffstown); annual testing 
of the fire alarm system by Monadnock Security and the fire extinguishers by Guyette Fire Protection; 
and the usual touch-up painting, oiling of exterior stairs and ramps and minor plumbing (Devlin & Sons). 
 
The major project in 2013: Dennis Wright and his crew prepared and painted the walls and ceiling of the 
Tower entry.  
 
In 2014 the north façade will be painted by Dennis Wright, the back entry porch will be repaired by Andy 
Webber and the floor of the main hall may be refinished if sufficient funds are available. 
 
During 2013 rental fees for the use of the Meetinghouse totaled $3,600. Capital expenditures totaled 
$1,140. The balance of the Meetinghouse Trust Fund at the start of the year was $14,201.66; at the end of 
the year, $19,503.37. At last year’s Town Meeting, $3,000 was added to the fund.   
 
For the eighth year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with caroling 
was held on December 8th. As always, candles are set in the south windows of the Meetinghouse for the 
holiday season and remain lighted until the end of January. 
 
The Meetinghouse has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at http://townofjaffrey.com. Go to 
> Boards & Committees  > Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find, among other things, historical 
and financial information, photographs, the current and past schedules of events, and the application and 
guidelines for use. 
 
The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, two weddings have already 
been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Batchelder 
Janet S. Grant 
Robert B. Stephenson



 
 
 
For front matter of Town Report: 
 
 
MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

 
Kathleen Batchelder   Selectmen’s Representative 
Janet S. Grant   Historic District Commission Representative 
Robert B. Stephenson  Village Improvement Society Representative 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



REPORT OF THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE  
 
 
THE MEETINGHOUSE COMMITTEE advises the Town on matters pertaining to the 
use and maintenance of Jaffrey’s historic Meetinghouse.  
 
The Meetinghouse served as a venue for many events between May and October 
2014: Amos Fortune Forum (seven lectures), Monadnock Music and Electric Earth 
concerts, Conant High School’s 22nd annual Shakespeare Festival, Jaffrey 
Historical Society program, Monadnock Garden Club meeting, 98th annual First 
Church Fair, one memorial service and five weddings. Several Town boards and 
committees met in the Meetinghouse one or more times. The Meetinghouse was 
also the scene of numerous other meetings, school group visits, and gatherings 

throughout the year. The Committee, along with the Jaffrey Historical Society, the Village Improvement 
Society and the Historic District Commission, co-sponsored the 14th annual reading of The Declaration 
of Independence on the Fourth of July. The Meetinghouse was again full and the 38 volunteer readers did 
a marvelous job. All are invited to attend and participate.  
 
The Committee made thorough inspections of the Meetinghouse in May and November. Between these 
inspections a variety of projects were undertaken, sometimes by members of the Committee and at other 
times by volunteers or contractors: Inspection and servicing of the Town clock (overseen by Kevin 
Sterling and Dick Boutwell and with the professional involvement of D’Avanza Clock Repair of 
Goffstown); annual testing of the fire alarm system by Monadnock Security and the fire extinguishers by 
Guyette Fire Protection; and the usual touch-up painting, oiling of exterior exposed wood and minor 
plumbing (Devlin & Sons). 
 The major projects in 2014: The north façade was painted by Dennis Wright and his crew, the back 
entry porch was repaired by Andy Webber, and the lightning protection systems was inspected and 
brought up to modern standards by Smokestack Lightning, Inc. 
 In 2015 selected windows showing deterioration will be prepared, re-glazed and painted by Dennis 
Wright. The south façade will either be painted in 2015 or 2016 depending on an inspection in the Spring 
of 2015. Touch-up painting may be sufficient. The informational sign on the west façade beside the 
entrance ramp to the Tower is now being restored and painted by Dennis Wright and should be reinstalled 
in the Spring. 
 During 2014 rental fees for the use of the Meetinghouse totaled $2,450. Capital expenditures totaled 
$11,425.09. The balance of the Meetinghouse Trust Fund at the start of the year was $19,503.37; at the 
end of the year, $13,494.88. At last year’s Town Meeting, $3,000 was added to the fund.   
 For the ninth year a Christmas tree was installed on the Common and a lighting ceremony with 
caroling was held on December 7th. As always, candles are set in the south windows of the Meetinghouse 
for the holiday season and remain lighted until the end of January. 
 The Meetinghouse has its own webpage, hosted on the Town’s website at http://townofjaffrey.com. 
Go to > Boards & Committees  > Meetinghouse Committee. Here you will find, among other things, 
historical and financial information, photographs, the current and past schedules of events, and the 
application and guidelines for use. 
 The Town was fortunate to receive a grant close to $20,000 from the NH Division of Historical 
Resources to undertake a detailed documentation of the Meetinghouse to include an historical narrative, 
large-format film photographs and measured architectural drawings. The consultants were chosen in 
October. The project will continue until the end of September. Full information on the project may be 
found at http://www.rs41.org/CLG/clg.htm. 
 The calendar for next season is beginning to fill. Other than the usual events, one wedding and one  
concert have already been booked. These and other private gatherings benefit the Town through rental 
fees. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen Batchelder 
Janet S. Grant 
Robert B. Stephenson 
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Kathleen Batchelder   Selectmen’s Representative 
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