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Robert Hicks Bates

January 14, 1911 - September 13, 2007
Born in Philadelphia, PA.
Resided in Exeter, NH
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ROBERT H. BATES

Robert H. Bates, teacher, author, mountaineer and
first Peace Corps Director in Nepal, died on Thursday,
September 13, in Exeter, New Hampshire. He was 96.
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As an instructor in English at Phillips Exeter Academy

in Exeter, NH, from 1939 to 1976, Bates encouraged and
inspired countless students with his warmth, energy

and optimism. In addition to teaching in the

classroom, he introduced many students to
rock-climbing and winter survival in the White
Mountains of New Hampshire, sharing his great
enthusiasm for the outdoors.

Well-known among mountain climbers as climbing partner
with Charles Houston on two early expeditions in 1938
and 1953 on K2, the second highest mountain in the
world, Bates climbed during the a€cegolden age of
mountaineering,a€ a time when few of the worlda€™s
highest peaks had been reached. The 1938 team trekked
more than 350 miles to the base of the mountain,
ferried supplies to eight high camps, and
reconnoitered several possible summit routes. They
reached a height of 26, 000 feet before limited
supplies forced the team to turn back. In 1953, a
massive storm forced the expedition team of eight
climbers to descend, attempting to save the life of a
seriously ill team member. A fall by one climber at

25, 000 feet resulted in a tangle of ropes and bodies
as each pair of roped climbers fell in turn, all
miraculously held by one climber in what has come to
be described as the most famous belay in
mountaineering history. Accounts of these climbs were
published as Five Miles High (1939), edited by Bates,
and K2: The Savage Mountain (1954), co-authored by
Bates and Houston.

Robert Hicks Bates was born on January 14, 1911, in
Philadelphia, PA. He absorbed from his parents an
early fascination for exploration, an interest in

other cultures and a love of reading that lasted
throughout his life. His father, William N. Bates, was

a distinguished classical scholar at the University of
Pennsylvania. Both he and Batesa€™s mother, Edith N.
Richardson, were descendants of Minutemen from
Cambridge, Massachusetts, who were killed on the first
day of the Revolution. Bates attended the William Penn
Charter School in Philadelphia before graduating from
Phillips Exeter Academy in 1929. He earned both an
undergraduate degree, magna cum laude, in 1933 and a
mastera€™s degree in 1935 from Harvard University.
Interrupted by World War 1I, Bates earned his Ph.D.
degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1947
under the GI Bill. His thesis on the literature of the
mountains was published under the title Mystery,
Beauty, and Danger (2000).

Early in his career at Harvard, Bates made friends in

the Harvard Mountaineering Club who became known as
the a€ceHarvard Fivea€ a€" Bradford Washburn, Adams Carter,
Charles Houston, Terris Moore and Bates a€" climbers who
dominated American climbing for many years. With
Washburn, who became a renowned cartographer and
director of the Museum of Science in Boston, Bates
explored some of the largest unmapped areas of North
America in Alaska and the Yukon territory, making

several first ascents between 1932 and 1942. The story
of their incredible survival, after walking close to

100 miles across remote crevasse-filled glaciers in

the Yukon and summiting both Mt. Lucania, then the
highest unclimbed peak in North America, and Mt.

Steele, is told by David Roberts in Escape from

Lucania (2002).

By the time the United States entered World War 11,
Bates had had considerable experience with the
limitations of the cold-weather clothing, boots and
equipment available at the time. He entered the U.S.
Army in 1941 and was assigned to the Office of the




Quartermaster General as a captain in charge of

testing clothing and equipment for use by the armya€™s
mountain troops. He coordinated the successful third
ascent of Mt. McKinley in 1942 as part of the Armya€™'s
Alaska Test Expedition, a test of army clothing and
equipment conducted jointly with the American Alpine
Club. For further testing in combat and for training
mountain troops in effective protection in cold

weather, Bates was sent to Anzio, Italy, in 1944. His
work there resulted in significant decreases in
casualties from frostbite and trench foot. He was
discharged in 1946 as a lieutenant colonel, having

been awarded a Legion of Merit and a Bronze Star.

After the war, Bates returned to teaching at Phillips
Exeter, continuing to travel and climb. In 1954, he
married Gail Oberlin, a former staff member of the
American Alpine Club and avid traveler, who survives
him. Together, during the 1962-1963 academic year,
they lived in Kathmandu, Nepal, where Bates had been
recruited by Sargent Shriver to be director of the

first group of Peace Corps volunteers. One outcome of
this experience was for Bates and his wife to bring a
Tibetan refugee from Lhasa to study at the University
of New Hampshire, a young woman who became a member of
his extended family. After returning to their home in
Exeter, Bates continued to welcome countless students,
climbers, Peace Corps volunteers and friends from
around the world, always imbuing them with a sense of
excitement about the possibilities in life and the

belief that they could accomplish whatever they set

out to do.

Remaining active after his retirement from teaching,
Bates, in 1985 at age 74, led with Nicholas Clinch the
first joint Chinese-American climbing expedition to

Ulugh Muztagh, the so-called a€cegreat ice mountain,a€ a
previously unclimbed peak in remote south-central

China. Bates recounted the experience in his
autobiography The Love of Mountains Is Best (1994).

Besides his mountaineering interests, as a past

president of the American Alpine Club and an honorary
member of the 10th Mountain Division, Bates was also
very involved in civic affairs in the town of Exeter.

The preservation of the Dudley House in its present
location in the center of town and the adjacent a&€ceTown
Commona€ owe a great deal to his efforts as does the
historical integrity of Water Street. He was an active
member of the Exeter Historical Society, chairman of

the Historic District Commission, and, as a committed
outdoorsman, worked with conservation organizations to
save the open land surrounding Exeter. Always engaged
with other people, Bates was modest about his own
accomplishments. He often dismissed admiring comments
such as &€ceYoud€™ve had such an amazing life!a€ with a
smile and the simple reply, a€ccI&€™ve had an interesting
one.a€

In addition to his wife, survivors also include two

nieces, Edith B. Buchanan of Denver, Colorado, and
Elizabeth T. Bates of Philadelphia, PA, three

great-nieces, two great-nephews, two
great-great-nephews and Tsering Yangdon and her son
Nima Taylor. His brother, William N. Bates, Jr.,
predeceased him. Contributions in his memory may be
made to the Nature Conservancy and the Southeast Land
Trust of New Hampshire.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, October 27, 2007 at 2:00 PM at Phillips
Church, Exeter, NH.

held at a future date.

Burial will be held at Mt. Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge,
MA.

Brewitt Funeral Home, Exeter, NH is handling




arrangements. To sign an on-line guest book, please
visit www.brewittfuneralhome.com

Brewitt FH-603-772-3554

ROBERT H. BATES
Born: January 14, 1911

Parents: William Nickerson Bates and Edith Newell
Richardson

Married: June 18, 1954, to Gail Oberlin in Cleveland,
Ohio

Education:

Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, NH, 1929
Harvard University, magna cum laude, A.B., 1933
Harvard University, M.A., 1935

University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D., 1947

Profession:

Instructor in English, Phillips Exeter Academy,
Exeter, NH, 1939-1976

First Peace Corps Director, Nepal, 1962-1963
Instructor in English, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, PA, 1935-1939

Military Service:

U.S. Army, 1941-1946, discharged as Lieutenant
Colonel

Quartermaster Corps, in charge of testing
cold-weather clothing, boots, and equip-

ment for mountain warfare

Decorations and Citations:

Legion of Merit

Bronze Star

American Campaign Medal

European, African, Middle Eastern Campaign Medals
with three bronze

battle stars

Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal

World War II Victory Medal

Climbs and Expeditions:

1932, 1933: Mt. Crillon, Fairweather Range, Alaska
1935: National Geographic Society Expedition
exploring and mapping southwest

corner of Yukon territory

1937: First ascent Mt. Lucania, Yukon territory,
crossing St. Elias Range to

Kluane Lake

1938: First American Karakoram Expedition to K2,
Pakistan, second highest

mountain in world, trekked 720 miles from Srinagar to
K2 to Srinagar,

reached high camp at 24, 500 feet

1941: American Geological Society Wood Yukon
Expedition, first ascents in

St. Elias Range

1942: Executive Officer of U.S. Army Alaska Test
Expedition, third ascent Mt.

McKinley

1946: Operation Muskox, northwest territories

1951: Artic Institute of North America Yukon
Expedition, first ascents of Mt.

Hubbard and Mt. Alverston

1953: American Alpine Club Third American Karakoram
Expedition to K2,

Pakistan

1956: Ojos del Salado Expedition, Chile

1965: Mt. Russell, Alaska




1970: Mt. Ararat, Turkey

1985: Joint China-United States Ulugh Muztagh
Expedition, Sinkiang-Tibet

border

Other Travels:

1938: Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey

1954: Nepal, Thailand, Australia, New Zealand, Panama
1962-1963: Nepal, Cambodia, Burma, Vietnam, Japan
1967: Sikkim, Nepal, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania,
Ethiopia

1969: Yugoslavia, Romania, Bulgaria

1970: Turkey

1971: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary

1973: Yucatan, Mexico

1974: Pakistan

1975: Greece, Iran, Nepal

1977: India, Pakistan

1978: Afghanistan

1979: Pakistan, China

1980: China

1983: China, Japan

1984: Egypt

1985: India, Bhutan

Publications:

Five Miles High: The Story of an Attack on the Second
Highest Mountain in

the World by the Members of the First American
Karakoram Expedition,

with Charles Houston (1939)

K2: The Savage Mountain, with Charles Houston (1954)
Mountain Man: The Story of Belmore Browne, Hunter,
Explorer, Artist,

Naturalist (1988)

The Love of Mountains Is Best: Climbs and Travels
from K2 to Kathmandu

(1994)

Mystery, Beauty, and Danger: The Literature of the
Mountains and Mountain

Climbing Published in English Before 1946 (2000)

Related publications:
David Roberts, Escape from Lucania: An Epic Story of
Survival (2002)

Honors and Affiliations:

Past president of the American Alpine Club

Honorary member of the U.S. Armya€™s 10th Mountain
Division

Past president, Exeter Historic District Commission
Lecturer, Merrill Lecture Series

Consultant, Outward Bound

Member, Harvard Travelers Club

Member, Harvard Club of Boston

To plant a tree in memory of Robert Bates, please visit our Tribute Store.

Guestbook
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To plant a tree in memory of Robert Bates, please visit our

Tribute Store.

Memorial service

Phillips Church
corner of Front St. and Tan Ln.
Exeter, NH US 03833

9 Map / Directions

@ Saturday, October 27, 2007
2:00 PM
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‘The Chinese
couldn’t get over
the fact that
we'd given up
the peak for a
rescue.’

— Robert H. Bates

Ventura, Calll. The Chinese sent
43 mountaineers. Two MIT geolo
gists, Clark Burchflel and Peter
Molnar, both of Boston, accompa-
nitd (o group to study the moun-
tain's voleanic struscture,

Bates and Clinch had been
seeking permission to climb Ul
Muztag since 1966, but had been
told the area was ofl-limits 1o for-
elgners, The Chinese changed ear-
lier this year.and made the climb
part of the celebration marking 30
years that Xinjang's 30th anm-
VETEAry as an aulonomous
af China. The US team pm'-‘l-ded
clothing and equipment for the
elimb, while the Chinese provided
'I;'ﬂnﬂ-pnrtatlnn vr:rm 1,100 m!lr:& of

esert. !
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i Eltm_v..ndth a pair of borrowed

JInstruments, took two measure

ments of the mountain from a sev-

en-mile baseline and used the tri-
angle to calculate the helght. "It
waswmd}r cold and dry,” he said,
"The wind was strong enough to
hip you arcund, and you had to
your eye on the peak.” The
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fore dusk. When they got up there,
they thought they could find an
. easler way down - and two of
them fell about 500 meters.”

He sald when the US climbers
came out of their tents, “they saw

~one fellow stuck in the snow and

another sliding past him. They
gave up the climb and went down

' to mmm gol the people back to

-,.-._,__[‘.Hmp.

Hates sald he. only took short -

lﬂ#ﬂlﬂ' but | climbs because he didn't feel up to.

GLOBE STAFF FHOTO BY TED DULLY

to the top,'" Bates sald, “but
there’s an intellectual side of
mountalneering, how you get Lo
the top, working out the route,
Even If you don't get to the sum-
mit, if you have a share In the
climb, you get a great kick of ac-
complishment.™ |

. : b

And there's still the pride of be-
Ing where Westerners had not
- gong for decades. “What's fun,”
Bates sald, "is to be the frst'to get.




 RobertH. Bates
- turns75inafew
» months.

« But before he does

. that, he has a
- mountain to climb.

By Eric Hubler o AT
4 “Contributing Reporter il

A . EXETER, N.H. — Robert H. Bates turns 75 in f SR
- January, but before that birthday he has a “j
*# «mountain to cimb ~ the Ulu Muztag in China, rr
- believed to be the second-highest unclimbed A
. peak in the world. | EE
..+ Bates and several other Americans will par- . R
- tieipate this month in the first entirely cooperat- - © ' i
(. ive US-Chinese climbing expedition. They will ’% *
¢~ dravel 680 miles through Xinjiang Uygur = ¢
. Autonomous Region, which has been closed to
- Westerners for 30 years, to reach the mountain,
‘docated near the Tibetan border.,

L

~« Bates has climbed so many mountains - or
+-'rocks,” as he refers to many of them — that he
~has “'absolutely no idea” how many. “Oh,

- gosh,” muses the thin and thin-haired but very
- {it Bates, “'I think the very first was in North- -
east Harbor, Maine, near Bar Harbor. | qﬁess BRE
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Béfore he’s 75, he has

B BATES
Contineed from Page A29
Sinece then, he has climbed at
EVETY "oppartunity. often with his
wille, Gall. He frequently took stu-
dents from Phillips Exeter Acade
my, where he taught English from
1339 10 1976 [except for four years
in the. Army) on trips 1o the White
Mountains,

Heeven climibad during Warld

War I, when the Army assigned

him tp help develop climbing and
survival squipment.
~We sald we wouldn't develop
them if we couldn’t test them, so
they sald, "Pick a place,”” Bates
mecalls; They picked Mount Me-
Kinley. Alaska, at 20,320 feet, the
highest peak in North America.
3ates, who saw action In An-
zio, italy. was decorated by the
Army, but displays chracteristic
modesty. “Leglon of Merit, battle
stars and stuff. No big deal. Keep
it low, don't advertise me,” he
SAVE,

He would rather talk about the
upcoming China expedition.

Bates, whose explolts Include
unsuccessful attempts on K2 In
Nepal, in 1938 and 1953, and who
co-authored “'K2: The Savage
oumtain,” has wanted to climb
“Ulu Muztag [Turkic for “Great Ice
Mopmtain™) since the early 1970s.
<L, an expedition (o Mount
Hckinley — “in a tent in a'13-day
Starm- - the famous English
«climber; Eric Shipton, who served
w15 British Consul in Kashgar after
'arld War II, told Bates the one
=hing he'd always wanted to do
oub never got around to was climb
Llu Moztag.

On a different occasion, Ship-
{on told Nicholas B. Clinch, of Palo
Alto, Calif., about the mountaln.
Jlinch, whose conquests Include
H2 and Hidden Peak in Nepal, also
decided to climb it. Before the
United States had recognized the
“Meople’s Republic of China, Bates
=and Clinch made several applica-
-tions 1o the Chinese government,
Ancluding one for a joint Chinese-
American-Pakistan! expedition,

pened, after vears when nothing
happened,” says Bates. | had Blv-
€1 up hope, frankly,"

Unexplored area

wow that the large, but little-
known, reglon is open for expedi-
thons, about 50 parties of forelgn-
ers have applied to explore there,
For Bates. “the big thing is to be
the first into an unexplored area.”
The Chinese have made efforts to
develop the sparsely-populated re-
glon, Inhabited mainly by Uygurs,
a Turkic peaple, but have done rel-
atively little exploring on their
own. “The Chinese,” Bafes ex-
plains. *'don't elimb peaks for
fum "

The expedition will make a
“blg splash™ in China, says Bates,
because it will be a symbolically
potent element of the 30th anni-
versary of Xinjlang Uygur Autono-
mous Region's establishment
within the People's Republic. In
Keeping with the tone of national-
Istic celebration, Bates (8 exciied
that "this Is a real partnership.
There will be Chinese climbers as
well as American climbers, Chi-

nese sclentists as well as Amerd-
can sclentists, !

Previous Chinese Joint expedi=
tions, he says. have consisted of
“attaching a few people to an
American expedition or a Japa-
nese expedition.”” This, on'the oth-
er hand, will be "'a joint project all
the way through.” The Americans
will supply clothing and personal
gear, and the Chinese will supply
trucks and support personnel, so
that the entire expedition will' be

identically equipped.

First joint arrangement

The arrangement will be a first
for the Americans, as well. "To
my knowledge," says Bates, “'this
is the first one that has entered
unexplored country. The Chinese
have always climbed a peak be-
fore they have allowed forelgners
to come in and climb it."

Since May. Bates and Clinch
have assembled a first-rate team
of American climbers, Including
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nal ealogists Burrell C. Burch-
I'I;:Imag,ym:lIE nger Molnar: documen-
tary flimmaker Jeff Foott; Dennls

A couple of years later, says Bates,
s=the Chinese opened up a little,
e viaited China three times,
' lked to varfous diplomats and
i -Ehlntﬂc's " officials, and be-
3{- ‘ganworking out details, *'The Chi-
S Anese are tough bargainers,
] T Ry stk to their word,” he  Hennek, who was part of the first
“"We really got along fine to- ascent of Gavri Shs
; B A s and Peter i y
However, Bates' and Clinch's  climbed K2 ane
contacts couldn’t change the fact  Clinch, The only uncertainty now
Is which of three doctors = Thoms

tial the strategically sensitive
Alnfiang reglon remained off-lim- as F. Hornbein, James D, Morls.
5cy or Peler Hackett = will be

fs to forelgners, "We couldn't get
through that stone wall for available. All three have climbed
Everest,

years'',
Suddenly, permission was : ;

. - sl Bates says the list of Chinese

granted May 31. "It fust hap- climbers “doesn’t mean a thing (o

e ——
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me." He knows their helght, chest
and fool measurements and he
Enows three of them are sclen-
tiats, Bul that's it. “We're confi-
dent that they are up to the work
inevery way,"” he says,

The language barrier. like the
peak, ahould be Surmountable,
~Well probably learn pretty fast
to say. 'So-and-So is golng to
Camp 2, or "We leave tBmorrow at
S a.m." And I'm sure we'll hav & the
game termis for rockfall or cre

Yasse oF anything like that.™

Bates is studying the Turkic
words defined in the 1899 book,
“Through Asla,” by Swedish ex-
plorer; Sven Hedin, just in case
any of the 17 support personnel -
drivers, mechanics, a radio opera-
tor, a cobk and maybe others
whose function Bates does not yirt
knew — Is a Uygur. It Is unlikely
that the expedition will meet any-
one on the 680-mile drive from
Urumaqi. the regional capital, to
Ulu Muztag. But if it does, words
like: “kok-chal" (green tea) and
“nasbit™ (pear) might help make
things friend]y.

Long, dustry drive

The group will drive 10 days
from Urumql southward, Bates
says the desert road, which will
end after about 430 miles, “may
not be too bad, but it will be terri-
bly dusty. I' think we'll all wear
masks and dark Blasses , . . Most
of that country s dust, dust. dust.

i : =% M 7 S D
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L

Basically, it's not golng to be
very pleasant trip,™

When they start cimbing out
of the desert and into the moun-
tains, thelr biggest problem will
be the rivers, flowing with melt
water from glaclers and snow.
Turn-of-the-century European ex-

i
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: G helr anis

s Jost most of 1t

the rivers, but the Chinese

- to have perfected a new

fa
ue: winching the truacks

e

acro I

i plains, “The process IS
toig: j::n]i-:hmg or someboady
Acrge . he river with a steel cable,
Thet: fAne makes the wheel go
arodr ' and it drags {tself through
thedr.cr. Apparently elther the
wallr wasn't too high or the¥s
werg: ole to do something to the s
exhau:: pipe so it didn't flood thes

engifie 1f you flood 'the tnglnﬁﬁi
you're i troable, ok

The ~xpedition Is important fof
sclentlf © reasons, as well as of potl
liticallaad exploratory interest. lgl,";
1505, 'F nghshman St. George R
Litleda'e surveyed Uln Muztagat
23,377 leet @bove sea level, but na
one is saredif that is correct. (AL
‘east foug different heights appeags
on mapg I the peak (s that hight™
then it 1§ the second-highest unsk
climbedfPeak in the world, afters
Mameh

territor
SOMe. 5
then it
wWhers,

To. 1l

And il it I8 volcanic, a 2
tite pictures suggest
he highest wolcano an
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Ul !l-h!zﬁg' 5 correct

helght, e expeditiontwill use a
rented MBgnavox MX 1802 Satel-
lite Stri@or, a'theodolite loaned
tby the URiversity of New Hamp-
shire angia uniranger loaned by
M usewns i Sciencs thairman
Bradiord 3 ashburn Bates, and
Washbuggi\Harvard Classmates,
.'E{h‘:."rl. oo

elimb oitén

Jane Fonda v Lo é-el. in shape
for this expedition, He I8 walking
up and dovisa fegw more E'[:;it"i
than m,--_,n:ligptle his ad .
age. his vsull exercise -
h:fﬂﬂbf walkeld by his [tﬂg?gél::&n

will suffice 381 just like 1 be e
and [n the0Pen anq doin wum
comes alongs he Says. £ 4
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were 2 handso

Charles Houstor

outing. Bill and

Ghey had ne way te fncw that clinbing

New Hampshire. They wore well-worn down
jackets and hiking boots, and they introduced

I.'!'I-En'l:f.ltll'{"'i a5 I'I'!].r I'll."IE_J'IEJEIl':‘\ Lo [l]C I1'|:|il'[r'|. -.[-II.L‘].'

dangling from ropes draped over stecp rock walls. "Is this
you?" I asked him then. “Yes." he said, without elaboration.

In the years since, we have remained good neighbors,

Whenever our family has been in ne ed,
Bill is always che fiest to offer help. Bill
is quiet and thoughcful, a2 man who
rarely talks about himself but one who
15 always an interested listener.

HE FIRST TIME I MET BILL HOUSE, he and his wife,

Laney, had hiked through the woods to our house. This was some

R

I5 years ago, when we moved to Chesham,

T

()

Il Howse

me couple, he tall and noble, with a full head of snow-white hair,
and she willowy and blue-eyed. They sat in our living room
and we talked of neighborly things. Later I found my way
to their house, which is hidden from the road, on a rise with

2 fine view of Mount Monadnock. The walls of their

kirchen were hung with framed phmugmphs of a young rnan

helping each other when the need is there, occasionally sharing a meal or an

I have served together on committees at the local church.

A measure of that is chag Few pl:-::rpi-r mn
town know that he was, at one time, a bril-
liant rock climber, F:i:rh.t].'ts the world's
best. In the early 1930s, he was one of the
two to first climb Mount Waddingron in

= Charfe Mewiva, ALL (T

Bricish Columbia (17 PIEvIOuUs attcmpLs
I'I.'In.l r.ltlfl.lj ||::ld 1.|'||.' |'||:'|-J' 1o '-l\.'ull.\'.' !;1:‘
treacherous Devil s Tower, a sheer-sided
mesa that rises straight up out of the
desert in Wyoming

But perhaps his greatese
.11;|||r1.|.'||11_':'|l: % |.I'|.?If I'I.'.Lj"-"'.l!.'
.'IT':'I-\.:I:II:; :i'l.' |'I'f:lr|'£. F:1|.|r
miles w P K2, the secand-
highest mountain in the
world, there 12 a H.Ihh thar
bears his name — House's
Chimney. Recently the
1 50-foor vertical ascent of
Heouse's Il:|1||l'.:1-:_'!.' Wik 3=
sessed as the hardest piech
in the Himalayas, harder
than anything climbed on
Everest in the 19205 and
19305, Among mountain
climbers, thart -:hlnmt:u 15
thought of with awe and a
CEFAIN AMOURE -|_".~|:- dﬂdr-:, A%
15 K2, the mountaincer s
mountain, the most per-

ilDlIS IMOounLam on {'.'Ir[ll'l.
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Unnil recently, 1 knew
none of this. Bur two win-
ters ago Bill took a Fall
and at the same nime Laney
threw her back out. So 1
WENL up [0 VISIL More I'tc'qucm]j.. One af-
rernoon, Bill and 1 sac in has living room,
enjoving the view of the mountain. Our
conversation turned to his vears of clhimb-
ing. He mentioned a book he had once
written, along with his friends Bob Bares
and Charlie Houston, a book called Five
Miles High. He pulled it from the shelfin

watld Clacin. inte an

£
bl i Tl gt I "
his hiving poom. lts red binding had fad
pink with age. | turned i3 soft pages 4
X

g i B I . i P

-.'-11'l:'|-'..-||'| and '.n-:'n..'l":: !-\.‘. like 1o hind a ..
il
COPY, |_'rr|:.1F'-'. at a uscd-Doak srore
i

— =
It was hard to find The nexe day, 1
aplace on K2 that  called a local book-
was flat enough to seller and asked
3 ' ..,'lll_"l:Ill_If Five |"-.||I.es
frtch their tents.

ngq'.-. "Oh,” he said,
“ldont think you d be able to find that.
That book 15 so desirable among moun-

tain chimbers that oF there ever were a

induatey Guilt en



copy available, it would go for 5400 " took place in the summer of 1938, ren
The next time 1 went to visit Bill, I years before 1 was born

reported this ro him and he smaled. £ wn

“Yes,” he said, *I had heard that ix was TH::H:J-;_'.H IT 15 A GREAT ADVENTURE
hard to find.” Bill went right 1o the story, perhaps more than anything Five
bookshelfand took down his only copy  Miles High 15 the story of a friendship
and handed it to me with a smile. "Keep  spawned in a desperate place where each

it as long as you need to,” he said. person's Life depended on the others’

And so, on a winter help and cooperation

n|g|1|:, ] sat dun:n hie- In 1_|1{ |::-r5|r'.|.:|1l'|_g D!-EI'I-I'

side my stove and read o B L by book, there were pho-

about a journcy that L tographs of the young

advenrurers. In addi-

Right: Petzoldt pichs a hkr tion to Bill Housc, there

: !
o
i-t&%, WS .'-!S-:.'cnr-::h] CXpe-

Ly QCTOSS a glacier.

Below: Houston's 1938 dition leader Charles
journal records theday |, ,{? Houston (pronounced
I‘fm__','rmr.’ierﬂﬁeir S R i Hense-ton), a medical

sudent from Mew York;
Bob Bates, then 27 and
a native of Exerer, Mew
E'i.'||11‘|_'|5.|1ll'{'.; Richard
Burdsall, from New York;
. and Paul Perzolde of
Wyoming Of the five,
Houston was the most

highest point on K2,

! rugged looking, Bates the
most boyish, and House
the most handsome. |
looked into their young
and cager faces for
some time before [ be-
gan to read
K2 was among the
last of the great peaks
to be discovercd. Ar
28,250 fecr it is
just shy of Everest's
29,000, lts name

The gnu‘trug o tfie ﬁane of K2 was 330
Fan Y
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Camp IV, 21,500 ft. Just below House's
Chimney, 150-1t. vertical ascenk

« On June 12, 1938, after a three-week hike with 75 porters narfymg two tons of
supplies, the expedition made its base camp at 16,600 fests E‘;eudmg back all but
six Sherpa guides, they listened to avalanches and prepared for the assault.
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Camp V11.24.700 ft. Petzoldt and i fﬁ
Houston dawn ta slx woodan matches. b » ¢
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Camp V.22.000 ft. Bad storm keptthe - -

HousEgE's "’
SOUTH | ¥ climbers in their tents for 24 hours. | -
244 CHIMMNEY <)

Fac ;a} : -

Camp 11. 19,300 {t. Dislodged rocks
tore holes in the tents: no one hurt.

Camp I, 17700 [t. Several men fell into
crevasses but were saved by ropes.

miles long, acress desert, high Gills,
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cation, the K :-I-'er!~'1'|11-_._; for the Karako-
ram, a ridge at the far eastern edge of the
Hl:'l'l.'ll..'l'.'..'lﬁ ‘F:I.'I‘ l.'i_-l.':l.IFJI'-C.'I i_'ll:' i.-F'I.?il'l 8] I-
mountains thar spans MNepal, Tiber, China,
and Pakiscan
Bates. Houston, and House made the
way (o k2 E,:I:I. Faar. Thev reasoned char i'_'lll
walking, they would acclimate themselves
gradually to the higher elevation. Besides,
it was che only way to get there in those
days. The journcy to the base of K2 was
330 miles [Dng- across deserr, hlg_h halls,
mn-:blms rivers, and glacial moramnes
They crossed rivers by rope brldg:‘s of
unknown condition and hoisted them-
selves over warerfalls by gliding on rope
and pulley. They walked at night, by the
light of the full moon, to avend the dav-
tume danger of avalanche. They brought
with them 4,000 pounds of food and
cquipment, W hich required weeks of pack-
ing and some 75 porters o carry They
suffered Blisters. mountain sickness,
dengue fever. and other mysterious ail-
ments. It took them a month to reach the
mountain, which they had heard of but
had never scen. Bob Baces recalled thac
moement in Firve Miles High ' : ;
Before us the valley was dack with sullen o : g L | Pavs . : TR Y.«
clowds, but dirccily abead of us a ifi in the va- SRS TG sl 7 O | IS E N Ronited, House,
pu:'-".f.zrr!'.:frﬂ{f disclosed . . . the pluttering apex of ' y 3 : B "l. Bates, and Houstoh
a goostly sunmmil, [t was like sometbing from % {L AP,
another world, sometbing ethereal seen tn a R
Lo b some of the gear
é_u used on their
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ONE LAST MOUNTAIN
TO CLIMB

{continued from page 36)

ing a base camp, they began [o survey the
mountain. Their goal was to find a route to
the summit, not necessanly to make it to the
top. Prior to their expedition, only three
attempts had ever been made to chimb K2,
Their efforts were hampered not only by
weather but also by the steepness of its
slopes. The higher they got, the more diffi-
cult it became to find a place flat enough to
pitch their tents. One ni ght they slept prac-
tically piled on top of each other.

They endured rockfalls (one of which
pierced their tent) and lay awake at night
listening to the ominous thunder of
avalanches roaring down from the upper
slopes. In Five Miles High, Bill wrote of
camping with Charlie Houston on the
Savoia Glacier, just beneath the summuit:

Long before dark we were in a twilight
all our own. . . . Perhaps it was the dark-
ening cirque that rose behind our tent (o the
unknown above the pass. Perhaps it was
that we were actually in the shadow of K2

for the first time — not where it could be
viewed from a distance, from the strength-
giving companionship of our party, but
with a single companion, temporarily cut
off from all support, dependent on our-
selves and ourselves alone. We were no
longer the proud American Karakoram Ex-
pedition but two men sl ightly appalled at
what they had challenged.
A few days later I asked Bill what had
happened to the other members of his ex-
pedition. He told me that Dick Burdsall was

killed in a climbing accident in 1953. Paul
Petzoldt was now living in Maine. After
their 1938 climb, he became estranged from
the others. But with Bab Bates and Charlie
Houston, Bill has enjoyed aclose riendship
of nearly 60 years, a friendship forged on
that faraway mountain in that faraway time.
k & W

ON A COLD BUT BRIGHTENING DAY LAST
year, the three of them came together once
again, They met at Bill's house, where there
was still snow on the ground. Charlie Hous-
ton drove down from Burlington, Vermont,
Bob Bates came from Exeter. The three men
greeted each other warmly, not with hugs,
for they are men of dignity, but with firm
handshakes and sparkly eyes that recalled
their youth. Though all are well into their
eighties, each 1s tnm and compact, and they
moved in similar ways, their sneakered feet
slow but agile, like the feet of aging dancers

To appease my curiosity, they had brou ght
with them tools from their expedition: From
the trunk of his car, Bob took his heavy
leather climbing boots, the soles pierced
with metal spikes. From the space over his
garage, Bill brought down the lethal-looking
eight-inch crampons he used to climb ice
walls. and Charlie carried with him, among,
other things, his climbing ax, witha handle
of smooth cherry wood and a head of bright
steel. Also he brought a buff-colored, moth-
caten wool sweater. “Let’s see,” he said,
and he pulled it over his head. Proudly, he
smoothed the hem to his hips, and his friends
cheered to see that it still fit him,

As they passed the tools among them-
selves, they turned them in their hands and
stared into them as if they were crystal
balls in which they could look and see back-
ward. all the way to their youth.

Charlie also brought pages from his 1938
journal, and he sat down on the couch and
began to read from it at random.

“On July 8, a furious wind that shook the
tent canvas with the sound of gunfire kept
us from getting higher. ... In the afternoon
we mended clothes, read the Oxford Book
of English Verse, and planned what food we
should have when we met at our reunion
next winter,”

The men burst into laughter, Nearly 60
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ONE LAST MOUNTAIN
TO CLIMB

feonfimied )

tion, you all had a part in i, it was your
mountain, your climb, your success. It
didn’t really matter so much who was ac-
—— tually the one to get 1o the top.”
years since that plan, and here they were, “In those days, the summil Was IMpor-

about o join in yet another reunion, yet  tant, but it was not the most imporiant,”
another meal together. Charlie agreed.

Charlie also had a video of their climb, cre- “Yes, getting back was the most impor-
ated from the 16-mm movie he filmed during  tant,” Bob said
the ascent. The four of us gathered around a “We succeeded in Ninding a route. That
TV and waiched. “It was just like the most  was what we went there to do,” Bill said.
wonderful dream,” Bob mused. “Walking Although they have lost many friends o
in, not knowing what you were going to see the mountains, remarkably, none of the
the next day. Everything was so different.”  three ever had a serious climbing accident.
“And so exciting!” Charlie said. “Only a Bill explained: “Well, we were all very
few Westerners had ever walked this route.”  cautious, Very conscry ative. We were good
The men pass, single file, through the climbers, but we didn’t take nsks, alihough
snow. They are dressed in heavy coats. | suppose that you could say that just being
“Those were those dreadful cloth parkas,” on K2 was arisk.”
Charlie pointed out. “They had a double “And we always climbed with men we
layer, tightly woven. They were quile good trusted,” Bob said.
but terribly heavy. But we never took our “You're all roped together?” L asked.
coats off."” “Oh, yes, | never climbed with someone
“Did you sleep in your clothes?” I asked. I didn’t trust,” Bill said. “That must be an
“Well, mostly. I don’t remember that we awful feeling.”
ever took anything of " I asked them what the most memorable
In one segment, Charlie filmed Bill as he  moment on the mountain was for them and
emerged from his chimney, a happy Santa.  Bill said, “The decision to turn back. That
his strong, handsome young face swaddled  was a very, very difficult decision to make.”
in wool and goggles. Charlie had filmed With dwindling food supplies and wors-
this scene the second time Bill went up  ening weather, the decision had 1o be made
through, to record it for history. As Bill  whether to try for the summit. They were
appeared through the gash, he raised his down to six matches. In a one-day assault,
heavily gloved hand in mock triumph. two in the party reached 26,000 feet, and

“Boy, it was cold that day,” Bob recalled.
“Just a bitter cold day.”

It would be another 15 years belore
Everest was conguered, It was the age of in-
nocence, a veritable high-peaks Garden of
Eden into which House and Bates and
Houston stepped. They had no way (o know

that it would bloom into an industry built on
adrenaline and an appetite for danger,
where inexperienced climbers pay upward
of $60,000 for someone of skill to get them
up and down a mountain like Everest, an in-
dustry rife with summit lust and disaster.
“It's a lot different now,” Bob observed.
“Now, so many people want o be first, For
us, the idea was to climb the mountain. If
 the mountain was climbed by your expedi-
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then, without much discussion, they turned
back for good. Charlie wrote this aboul
that moment:
There was no question but that our work
was done, and we turned to descend at 4
o' clock with mingled emations, The whole
world was deathly siill; not even the clatter
of rockfalls broke the calm. All the peaks
about us seemed breathlessly awaiting our
descent. We trudged down to Camp VII in
a deepening twilight, About us the moun-
tains turned first pink, then lavender, then
purple, We reached camp safely, exhausted
and cold but curiously content.
Since 1938, over 100 climbers have as-
cended K2 and several dozen have died in
the process. There isn’t another mountain

- e

on earth with such a gruesome reputation.

“Mountain climbing demands a certain
amount of harmony for people Lo survive. A
climb is successful only if you come down
from the summit alive. It's different to-
day,” Charlie said. “Many of the big expe-
ditions today are chosen of chimbers who
have outstanding climbing records even if
they are difficult personalities. Many of
these parties end up in some kind of disen-
chantment or fights. One of the things that
made our trip 50 great was that we ended up
very, very close fniends. Forever."

In 1953 Charlic and Bob returned to K2
to try once more. They invited Bill to join
them, but having been recently marmed,
he declined, saying that “marriage and
mountains do not mix.” L was on this jour-
ney that Charlie Houston began 1o call K2
“the savage mountain,” a term that is used
to this day. One member of their party, Art
Gilkey, was seriously ill. As they tnied 10
carry him down through a raging storm,
one member of the party slipped, and they
all went down like puppets on a siring,
down the terrible precipice. In one last des-
perate effort, the lead climber threw his ax
into the wall of ice and, unbelievably, it
held. They all came to a stop together, the
last man dangling in midair. It has become
perhaps the most famous fall in mountain-
climbing history. When they recovered

themselves, they decided to secure Art with
ice axes and attempt to pitch camp a short

three men are not better known. They
hlazed a trail so that others could accom-
plish what they did not They went higher
than any American had ever been. In 1933
these MOUNLAINs Were our outer space, these
men our astronauts.
- & &
THE SUN 15 LOW AND IT 15 TIME TO LEAVE.
They rise from their chairs slowly and with
caution. “Well, you characters!” Charlie
says, chucking Bob on the shoulder. And
then he tums to Bill and lightly touches
his forehead, which is bruised. “William,”
he said, “when did you do this?"
1t has been a rough winter. Within the last
six months, each of them has had brushes
with disaster. Bill had his fall in the mght,
which bloodied his forehead, and soon after,
on an icy night, Bill's car landed ina ditch
and rescue workers had to be called. Char-
lie confesses that he slipped on the ice and
fell flat, blacking his eyes and leaving his
face swollen and badly bruised. Bob also ran
his car off the road, having fallen asleep at
the wheel. He broke two ribs and bruised lus
heart. Ironically, he was on his way to visil
his old friend Bill, who was ailing. They
commiserate, and they laugh at the unlikely
chance that they should all endure these
mishaps, roughly at the same tume.

Each of them has recovered from their
midwinter upsets. Stll, it is hard. “Don't
ever get old!” Bill sometimes says 10 me as
we part.

distance away. When they returned, he was

gone, His body was not found until six
years ago, when his bones came downina
spring thaw. The mere mention of his name

brings pain to their faces.

The 1938 expedition remains, in their
minds, the best of what they have done. = |
can't imagine having a better trip than that,"

That's their mountain now. They know
the steps, one at a ume, cautious but un-
afraid. | am standing among the quictest of
legends, and it startles me 10 realize that, had
Bill not fallen in the night, 1 might never
have discovered all this about him. I have
never climbed a mountain and likely never
will. but these men have much to teach me:

Charlie said. “We did what we seL out 1o do. Take risks but never be fpulhald}'. Do your
we came back well, and we are still friends. best but know that somelimes you will have

[ don't see how a trip could go any better
than that — all for $9,500 for five months,

that's for all of us, for everything!

Misfortune and death make a mountain-
climbing story more tantalizing than a safe
ascent and clear roads back down. This
may be one reason why the names of these

to turn back. Keep an eye on the sky. Waich
out for your friends and do what you can o
bring them to safety. Never climb alone. 1
hope that when [ arrive at the base of this
particular mountain, 1 can remember Bill
and his friends and the way that their feet
touch the ground, ever S0 lightly. O O
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