
 
153 East Sixty-First Street 

New York, N.Y. 10021 
 
 
December 6, 1978  
 
 
Jaffrey Historical Society 
123 Main Street  
Jaffrey, New Hampshire 03452  
 
Dear Society, 
 
 This comes to you at the suggestion of the Society for 
the Preservation of New England Antiquities. I consulted 
them because of a pair of inherited portraits connected 
with Jaffrey’s past. 
 
 My maternal grandmother was born Elizabeth Parker, and 
she kept the old family homestead in Jaffrey until her 
death in the late 1930s. In clearing out my house in 
Sandwich, New Hampshire, five years ago when we had to sell 
the place, portraits of Parker forbears came to light: Abel 
and his wife Edith. If you refer to your excellent 
genealogical section of the History of Jaffrey, you can 
easily place them.   
 

I bring this to your attention because Mrs. Coolidge 
and I have no natural heirs and my mother's side of the 
family is gradually disappearing. Now that we are getting 
on in years we want to find a suitable and more-or-less 
permanent home for the portraits after our death. We would 
like to instruct our executors to give them to you. There 
is some possibility that your facilities may not seem 
adequate, and if this is so, could you suggest an 
appropriate destination?  

 
There is also the possibility that donations of this 

sort are not in keeping with your basic concerns, so please 
do not feel obligated to accept this offer.  

 
It may help you to know that the portraits are 

approximately 20 x 30 inches, framed in the so-called “cove” 
style, usual in the late Eighteenth, and early Nineteenth 
Centuries. The painting is on wood, which has withstood the 



years without warping or checking. Several years ago the 
paint was cleaned and varnished so the portraits look as 
good as new.  

 
 In addition to these, I have also inherited a 
grandfather’s clock made in 1790 and presented to the 
Reverend Laban Ainsworth of Jaffrey to celebrate eighty 
years of preaching. He died in his one hundredth and first 
year. The clock is in good running order. Somehow my 
grandmother, Elizabeth Parker Cabot, managed to have the 
si1ver coffin marker retrieved and refastened inside the 
clock with her forbear’s vital statistics engraved thereon. 
This clock, too is offered the Society but with a proviso: 
since the clock runs and keeps good time, we want it kept 
going and used as well as admired. 
 
 It would be deeply gratifying to know that these family 
treasures in due course would find their way home to 
Jaffrey after a century-and-a-half. Nonetheless, you should 
not feel obligated to accept the responsibility of their 
guardianship.  
 
 
       Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
       Joseph R. Coolidge  


