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The JhS AnnuAl Autumn Outing is headed north this year, to ChArlestOwn and the re-constructed 
colonial-era Old FOrt At number 4. Circle your calendars for sundAy, OCtOber 16th.
 “Plantation Number 4” was the original name of Charlestown, established in the 1730s by 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony to encourage settlement in its claimed areas along the northern 
Connecticut River. Plantation Number 1 would eventually become Chesterfield; Plantation Number 
2, Westmoreland; Plantation Number 3, Walpole; and Plantation Number 4, Charlestown. As the 
most northern of New England inland settlements, Plantation Number 4 was the most vulnerable to 

Charlestown. . .Here
we come!

attack by the French and Native American tribes in 
Canada, and a stockade fort was built to protect the 
10 families living there by 1744. The fort consisted 
of six connected houses, a great hall, a watchtower, 
and a stockade wall.
 King George’s War, one in a series of colonial 
“French and Indian” Wars, broke out in 1744 and 
lasted four years. During this time, the area today 
known as Cheshire County came under attack. 
Keene and Swanzey were burned in 1747 and 
multiple scalpings and abductions were recorded.  
Only 30 men under Captain Phineas Stevens 
guarded the largely abandoned Fort at Number 
4 when, on April 17, 1747, an attacking force 
of French soldiers and Abenaki warriors began a 
siege. Although colonial sources estimated there 
were as many as 700 enemy troops, modern 
historians believe there were approximately 10 
French militia and 60 Abenaki, commanded by 
French Ensign Joseph Boucher de Niverville. The 
siege lasted three days before the French moved 
on to raid the surrounding countryside. When 
the news of Captain Steven’s heroic 
defense reached Boston, British Rear 
Admiral Sir Charles Knowles was 
moved to award Captain Stevens 
with a silver sword.  When the war 
was over, the returning settlers of 
Plantation Number 4 renamed 
their town “Charlestown” in 
honor of Sir Charles.

 During the French and Indian War of 1754-
1763, the fort was once again a target. A local woman 
named Susanna Willard Johnson and her family 
were abducted by the Abenaki and sold into slavery. 
Upon her release decades later, Mrs. Johnson’s 
narrative tale of her experiences, A Narrative of the 
Captivity of Mrs. Johnson was published on both 
sides of the Atlantic to great acclaim. The fort was 
used as a base of operations by Robert Rogers and 
his Rangers, and British general Sir Jeffrey Amherst 
had a military road laid out from the fort to Crown 
Point on Lake Champlain. 
 During the Revolution the fort had fallen into 
disrepair, though General John Stark used the site as a 
rendezvous point for his troops before leading them to 
victory over the Hessians at the Battle of Bennington in 
Walloomsac, New York. Later, the fort was dismantled, 
and the site is now downtown Charlestown.
 Efforts to rebuild the fort began in the late 1950s 
and this reconstruction, a few miles north of the original 
site, was completed in 1960.  
    Charlestown today is home to 4,800 people and a 

downtown that has 63 sites on the National 
Register of Historic Places. It is also the 

hometown of Joseph Glidden, the 
inventor of barbed wire; William 
Corbin, the inventor of the paper towel; 
Alexander Hamilton Willard, a member 
of the Lewis and Clark expedition; and 
Carlton “Pudge” Fisk, the Hall of Fame 
Boston Red Sox catcher.



the tOur
The drive to Charlestown from Jaffrey 
is approximately one hour. One can go 
there on one’s own. Another option 
is carpooling. For those who prefer 
carpooling, the Jaffrey Civic Center 
parking lot is the rendezvous. Individuals 
need to arrive by 12:30 so the cars can 
leave by 12:45 at the latest.  A map is 
included in this newsletter and will also 
be available at the Civic Center. If using 
GPS, the fort’s address is 267 Springfield 
Road, Charlestown, NH.
 Although there is an admission 
charge, this fee will be covered by the 
Historical Society, so it will cost you 
nothing! Restrooms and a gift shop 
are located on site. The tour with a 
guide will begin at 2 p.m. so please 
be there in advance of that time. After 
the tour, there should be a little time 
for you to explore the fort on your 
own before heading back.

the dinner
Following The Tour we will return 
to Jaffrey and a splendid view of Mt. 
Monadnock; no better way to end the 
day! The dublin rOAd tAprOOm at the 
Shattuck Golf Course on Dublin Road 
is the location for our dining together. 
Unlike previous years, everyone will 
make their choice off the menu and 
pay for it on their own. If you have not 
eaten there and want to check out the 
offerings, their menu can be found at 
https://shattuckgolf.com/the-taproom 
 Please let Karen Ayers know whether 
you will attending the Tour by Thursday, 
October 13 so that carpooling can be 
planned.

Her contact information is (603-731-
6185) or kbanh43@yahoo.com.

 U p c o m i n g  J H S  E v e n t s

• thursdAy deCember 8: Annual 
Christmas Party with the Civic Center 
5:30-7pm • thursdAy FebruAry 9, 
2023: Annual Potluck, Civic Center.

DIRECTIONS  Leave Jaffrey and proceed west on 
Route 124 into Marlborough. • Turn left on Route 101 towards 
Keene. • Go straight through the Route 101/12 Roundabout and 
at the three-way intersection, turn right onto Route 9/10/12 
North towards Concord/Walpole. • At the Route 9/10 and Route 

12 split, stay in the left lane to continue 
on Route 12 towards Walpole. • 
Continue on Route 12 North for 
28 miles, through Walpole and 
Charlestown. • Just past downtown 
Charlestown, turn left onto Route 
11/Springfield Road. • Follow Route 
11 for half a mile, and then turn 
left at the large sign for Fort #4.  ❦

sOme stOps COming Or gOing.. .

iF you’re hankering for some other sites & sights as you travel 
to and from Charlestown, consider…
• Park Hill Meetinghouse, Westmoreland (Rt 63) • Stuart & 
Johns, Westmoreland (Rt 63), for pancakes • Walpole village 
including Burdick’s for chocolate • Rockingham Meetinghouse, 
like ours once was (Vt Rt 103) • Vermont Country Store, 
Rockingham (Vt Rt 103), for what you can’t do without. ❦


