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Thorndike Lake, thus named for the family which settled in 1774, on its southwesterly 
shore, lies in the north central section of the town, extending into the adjoining town of 
Dublin, where it was known as Bullard Pond, for a family of that name which settled on 
its northwesterly border.  
  
The first summer residence in this vicinity was that of Dr. Elizabeth Keller, a prominent 
physician of Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts. In 1886 she purchased from George G. 
McCoy a sightly eminence, part of the original Thorndike farm, overlooking the Lake 
with a fine view of Monadnock, and erected thereon the substantial set of buildings now 
owned by Mrs. Ethel M. Spencer.  
  
In 1890 Fred J. Slade of Trenton, New Jersey, who as already has been noted, had 
recently established a summer home at Gilmore Pond, recognizing the superlative sites 
on the easterly shore of Thorndike Lake, purchased several hundred acres formerly 
belonging to Loren Woodbury, and prepared plans for extensive development, including 
a large hotel and an adjacent colony of cottages. Mr. Slade’s extensive and influential 
acquaintance in his own community gave strong assurance of the success of the 
undertaking. He appeared before the March Town Meeting of 1891 with an explanation 
of the project, which required the construction of nearly two mile of new road from the 
Richard Spaulding place, now owned by Dr. William F. Wesselhoeft, northerly to an 
intersection with the road leading from Jaffrey Center to Dublin past the Fred J. 
Lawrence place, now owned by J. R. & G. L. Blick, to afford direct access to the tract 
from the Center. Mr. Slade proposed that, if the town would build this road, he would 
purchase the town's bonds to the extent of the cost and remit the interest until such time 
as an increase in property valuation along its course would return additional taxes 
sufficient to meet the interest.  
  
The voters of Jaffrey, always willing to cooperate in any movement to advance 
community interests, accepted this proposal; and during the summer of 1891 the road was 
built at a cost of 83,545. But the untimely death of Mr. Slade on October 11, 1891, put an 
end to the project, his heirs being unable to carry it to completion. The property was sold 
to Isaac Sprague in 1913, since which time a moderate development has taken place, 
sufficient by 1921 to meet the requirements of the original contract and the bond interest 
no longer was remitted. The bonds finally were paid by the town in 1931.  
  
On the west side of the Lake activity began with the purchase, in 1893, of the so-called 
Woodruff farm by F. H. Gilson and Isaac Sprague, both of Boston, the former an 
outstanding mercantile printer and the latter a prominent banker. Here again proper 
access required the building of a new road, and the town, still cooperative, in 
1895 built the “Gilson Road,” skirting the westerly shore of the Lake a distance of about 
one and one-fourth miles, from a point near the Thorndike-Conant-McCoy homestead to 
an intersection with the Dublin road just beyond the Woodruff place, at an expense of 



$2,002.00. 
 

Both Mr. Gilson and Mr. Sprague soon built cottages near the shore while other friends 
built near. The former also built a camp high on the flanks of Monadnock near a small 
but beautiful tarn created by damming a brook. In 1930 Isaac Sprague, Jr., also built a 
finely appointed residence on a shoulder of Monadnock at the highest point in Jaffrey 
used for such purpose with the exception of the Half Way House and its attendant 
cottages. 

 
In 1909 Dr. William F. Wesselhoeft of Boston, whose family, as has been related, early 
came to enjoy the hospitality of The Ark, and who himself was a consistent visitor to 
Jaffrey and lover of it, purchased the Richard Spaulding place, which, affectionately 
known as "Happy Farm," now shelters the fourth generation of the family to adopt 
Jaffrey. Dr. Wesselhoeft himself in recent years has become a legal resident of the town. 

 
Another interesting group, also settled on a part of the Thorndike Farm in 1928 and the 
years immediately following, are four prominent Boston physicians and surgeons, Dr. E. 
Granville Crabtree, Dr. W.W. Howell, Dr. W. Richard Ohler, and Dr. Horace K. Sowles. 
 
The Thorndike farm likewise afforded a site for the Thorndike Club, organized in 1898 
by five summer residents of Jaffrey Center, who purchased a lot of land on the south 
shore of Thorndike Pond. A Club-house was erected in 1900, and with some alteration 
and enlargement is still in use. Later there were added bath-houses and a boat-house. The 
Club was incorporated under the statutes of New Hampshire in: 1906, the Corporate 
Memberships being then fifteen. In 1926 another adjoining lot of land was purchased for 
providing two tennis courts. The Club-house affords an enjoyable meetingplace for those 
interested in athletic and aquatic sports as well as for social events. 
	
	
	


