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Hon. Abel Parker, son of Samuel Parker by his second wife, Mary (Proctor) 
Robbins, was born in Westford, Mass., March 25, 1753. At the age of 
fourteen be removed with his father to Pepperell, Mass., and was enrolled in 
1774 in Capt. John Nutting’s company of minute men, attached to the 
regiment of Col. William Prescott. On the 19th of April the alarm was given 
that the British troops were marching into the country, and Nutting’s men 
were collected as soon as possible to oppose them. Parker was ploughing in 
the field about a mile from the house, and did not receive the alarm in season 
to start with the company, but on hearing it, he left his oxen in the field 
unyoked, ran home, seized his gun and Sunday coat and started upon the 
run, passed the Groton companies, and reached his own at Groton ridges. 
The company was too late to share in the glory of that day; but on arrival at 
Cambridge, Parker enlisted in the same company, under Col. Prescott, until 
January following and was stationed at Cambridge. 

On the evening before the battle of Bunker Hill, a detachment was 
ordered to take that place. Parker was not included; but he was so desirous of 
participating in active service that he gave his ration of spirit to a comrade. 
and obtained by exchange a share in the battle, in which he received a severe 
wound in the leg from a musket-ball, which his descendants still possess. The 
ball passed between the bones of the leg without breaking either, and was 
flattened to nearly one half of its original diameter. He remained in the fort 
till orders were given to retreat, when, with the aid of two soldiers, he left the 
field amid a volley of bullets which killed a man on each side of him, and one 
passed through his shirt. With the aid of those men he continued his retreat 
till he reached the guard, who refused to let his men pass till persuaded of the 
impossibility of his going without aid, when he let one of them accompany 
him. 

On pursuing his way to Cambridge, he came to a chaise in which were two 
wounded men. He seated himself on one of the shafts, and in that way was 
carried to Cambridge, while the soldier who so faithfully assisted him 
returned. It was always a matter of regret that he did not learn the names of 
those men who so faithfully assisted him. In two months he recovered from 
the effects of his wound, served the remainder of the time for which he 
enlisted, and then returned to his farm in Pepperell. 

In July, 1776, he enlisted as a sergeant in Capt. Job Shattuck’s company, 
Col. Reed’s regiment, of Littleton, to serve at Ticonderoga. While there he 
formed one of a party for the purpose of storming a British fort at Putman’s 
Point. But the British retreated, before their arrival, to Crown Point, and from 
thence to Canada. When his term of service ended he returned to his farm, 
and married Edith, daughter of Jedediah Jewett, of Pepperell, October 14, 
1777,—a religious woman, of vigorous intellect and marked character. After 



his marriage he again enlisted into military service in Rhode Island and New 
York, and held commissions as ensign and lieutenant. 

On the 5th of May, 1780, he removed to Jaffrey, and settled on lot 20, 
range 1, at that time an unbroken forest, and cleared his farm himself with 
such assistance as he could obtain. He resided on this farm till 1807 when he 
removed to the centre of the town,—leaving his son Asa the farm,—where 
he spent the remainder of his days, living to the age of 78 years. He was a 
man tall and stately in appearance, dignified in his manners, grave in his 
deportment, and had a commanding influence that but few men possess. He 
held many offices of dignity and confidence in town and state; represented 
the town several years in the legislature; judge of probate twenty years; sat in 
the convention which adopted the Federal constitution; voted for John 
Quincy Adams in the electoral college of 1824. 

In 1812 he was appointed post-master, and discharged the duties of that 
office for five years. He was also a religious man, and in 1780 made an open 
profession of his faith; was a life-member of the N. H. Bible Society, N. H. 
Missionnary Society, Tract Society, and the Cheshire County Bible Society.  
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