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By HUNTER OBERST

Sentinel Staff 

In the third week of Keene’s 
municipal election filing period, a 
handful more declared their can-
didacy for city office, including 
some who joined races for the city 
council.

Hoping to retain his seat on 
Keene’s governing body, incum-
bent Robert Williams filed for 
Ward 2 councilor on Thursday.

Councilors Bryan Lake (Ward 
3), Raleigh Ormerod (Ward 1), 
Thomas Powers (Ward 5), Michael 
Remy (at-large) and Randy Fil-
iault (at-large) are also seeking 
reelection.

Three other candidates have 
also filed for Lake’s seat: Ste-
ven Ringland, Michael Wino-
grad and John Schmitt, who filed 
Wednesday.

Ashok Bahl, Cora Elliot, Ed-
ward Haas Jr. and former city 
councilor Terry Clark have also 
filed for councilor at-large, and 
Laura Tobin filed Friday to repre-
sent the city council in Ward 4.

The council is made up of two 
members representing each of 
Keene’s five wards and an addi-
tional five at-large councilors who 
represent the whole city. Each of 
the 15 members is assigned to one 
of three council committees to dis-
cuss and consider proposals and 
make recommendations to the full 
council.

One seat in each of the wards, 
which carry four-year terms, is up 
for election each cycle, along with 
all five at-large seats. At-large 

councilors are elected to two-year 
terms.

This past week, Katherine 
Folts declared for Ward 2 select-
man, joining those who’d filed 
previously: Susan Hansmeier for 
Ward 1, Linda Mangones for Ward 
1, Wes Cobb for Ward 2, John 
McKeon for Ward 3, Charlie Stone 
for Ward 3, Cheryl Kahn for Ward 
3, Margaret Simonds for Ward 4, 
Paul Krautmann for Ward 4 and 
Kathaleen Austin for Ward 5. In 
Keene, selectmen — three in each 
ward — help organize and set up 
polling stations.

Christine Houston was the lone 
candidate to file for ward modera-
tor this week, declaring for Ward 
5 on Tuesday. She joins Steven 
Russo, who filed for Ward 1, Mat-
thew McKeon for Ward 2, Lucinda 
McKeon for Ward 3 and Ellen 
Mary Wishart for Ward 4. Accord-
ing to the city’s website, modera-
tors are the chief election officers 
in charge of the polls, and they de-
clare the election results.

Nancy Ancharski declared for 
Ward 4 clerk, a position with re-
sponsibilities that include counting 
votes cast during elections and ver-
ifying results. During the first fil-
ing week, Elizabeth Sayre declared 
for Ward 1, Kathleen Richards for 
Ward 3 and John Therriault for 
Ward 5.

No new filings had come in for 
ward checklist supervisor as of 
Friday afternoon. Those elected to 
these posts are in charge of accept-
ing all changes to Keene’s voter 
checklist. This includes process-
ing new voter registrations and 

making changes to existing reg-
istrations on Election Day. Janis 
Manwaring has declared for Ward 
1, Linda Haas for Ward 2, Charles 
Ferrando for Ward 3, Tina Johnd-
row for Ward 4 and Sylvie Rice for 
Ward 5.

The filing period by declaration 
ends Tuesday at 5 p.m., and the 
filing period by petition, requiring 
signatures from 50 registered vot-
ers, ends Friday, Sept. 8, at 5 p.m.

Only two candidates have de-
clared their intent to succeed 
Mayor George Hansel, who an-
nounced in May that he would not 
seek a third term. They are for-
mer state senator Jay Kahn, who 
announced his campaign before a 
crowd at the Historical Society of 
Cheshire County on Aug. 6, and 
Bradford Hutchinson, who added 
his name the day the filing period 
opened on Aug. 16.

The responsibilities of the 
mayor, who is elected to a two-year 
term, include serving as the offi-
cial head of the city and appoint-
ing all members of the city coun-
cil’s standing committees. Per the 
Keene charter, mayors are ex-
pected to preside at all city coun-
cil meetings but do not have the 
power to vote at them, except to 
break a tie.

More information on the Nov. 
7 election is available at keenenh.
gov/city-clerk/elections-voting. The 
primary is scheduled for Oct. 3.

Hunter Oberst can be reached at 
355-8546, or hoberst@keenesenti-
nel.com. 

As Keene filing period continues, 
4-way race emerges for council seat
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By TRISHA NAIL

Sentinel Staff 

JAFFREY — A Salem resident 
suffered a head injury in a motor-
cycle crash early Friday afternoon 
when he failed to round a curve, 
according to Jaffrey police.

Michael Charles Catalano, 80, 
was driving a 2013 Harley David-
son FLHX Street Glide motorcycle 
east on Mountain Road just after 
2:30 p.m., Jaffrey Police Officer 

Zachary Lazzaro wrote in a report 
Friday.

Catalano approached a curve in 
the road near Milliken Road, but 
did not turn the motorcycle in time 
to round the curve, causing him to 
go onto Milliken Road and crash, 
according to the report.

Catalano suffered a head in-
jury and was airlifted by the Dart-
mouth Hitchcock Advanced Re-
sponse Team (DHART), which took 

him to Elliot Hospital in Manches-
ter, Lazzaro wrote.

Jaffrey Police Chief Todd Mui-
lenberg was out of the office Fri-
day and unavailable for further 
questions.

Trisha Nail can be reached at 352-
1234, extension 1436, or tnail@
keenesentinel.com. Follow her 
on Facebook at facebook.com/
byTrishaNail.

Police: Salem motorcyclist suffers head injury in Jaffrey crash

By CHRISTOPHER CARTWRIGHT

Sentinel Staff 

A Keene resident pleaded 
guilty to a misdemeanor as-
sault charge recently, while 
11 charges of sexual assault 
were dropped, according to 
documents filed in Cheshire 
County Superior Court.

Melvin Thomas, 52, had 
been charged in May with ag-
gravated felonious sexual as-
sault–pattern sexual assault 
against a child he knew, al-
legedly occurring between 
April 1, 2020, and Feb. 28, 
2021, court records show. That 
charge followed the unseal-
ing of nine indictments and 
one complaint in August 2022, 
charging him with individual 
sexual assaults in Marlbor-
ough and Keene against the 
same child.

The 10 unsealed indictment 
and complaint charges were 
dropped in return for his guilty 
plea to misdemeanor simple 
assault, which was filed on 
Aug. 9, court records show. The 
sexual-assault pattern charge 
was dropped for the reason of 
“prosecutorial discretion,” ac-
cording to a notice of nolle pro-
sequi that Deputy Cheshire 
County Attorney Kathleen 
O’Reilly signed Aug. 4.

The court document doesn’t 
elaborate on the reason, and 
neither O’Reilly, nor Thomas’ 
attorney, Meredith Lugo, re-
turned requests for comment 
Thursday.

The plea agreement fol-
lowed several motions Lugo 
submitted July 3. One motion 
asked to exclude or limit testi-
mony from a specific witness, 
and Judge Jacki Smith granted 
part of the motion on Aug. 4, 
according to the document.

Another motion asked to 
exclude a different proposed 
witness, stating that the per-
son’s “testimony would consist 
of inadmissible hearsay state-
ments … and/or is irrelevant 
and prejudicial.” Two other 
motions asked to exclude ad-
mission of some evidence, and 
to use information contained 
in documents reviewed during 
the case. It is unclear if the 
judge granted these motions 
due to some court documents 
being sealed.

Smith sentenced Thomas to 
359 days in jail with pretrial 
credit of 359 days on Aug. 10, 
the sentencing sheet states.

Christopher Cartwright can be 
reached at ccartwright@keen-
esentinel.com or 603-352-1234, 
extension 1405.

Local resident pleads 
guilty to simple 
assault, as other 
charges are dropped

By CHRISTOPHER CARTWRIGHT

Sentinel Staff 

A local resident who re-
cently pleaded guilty to an 
animal cruelty charge was 
sentenced to several months 
in jail, all suspended, in 
Cheshire County Superior 
Court Friday afternoon.

Antone Silva, 31, of Marl-
borough, pleaded guilty July 
26 to one misdemeanor count 
of negligent cruelty to an ani-
mal, involving a dog he owned 
named Karma. Judge Jacki 
Smith sentenced him Friday 
to six months in jail, all sus-
pended for five years.

Smith also ordered him to 
pay $2,930 in restitution to 
the Monadnock Humane Soci-
ety, transfer ownership of the 
dog to the Swanzey nonprofit, 
and not own or take custody of 
any animal for 10 years. How-
ever, Smith added that Silva 
could petition the court for a 
suspension of the animal-own-
ership ban provided he com-
plete an animal-ownership 
course.

An affidavit Marlborough 
Police Officer Stephen Nick-
erson wrote Dec. 9 stated that 
the department first learned 
of the situation from an anon-
ymous animal cruelty com-
plaint to the humane society 
in December 2021. Nickerson 
wrote that he met with Silva 
on Dec. 11 of that year, where 
he observed that the dog had 
large portions of her skin 
missing due to a skin condi-
tion, and Silva said he was 
getting her care through the 

Weare Animal Hospital. Nick-
erson added that he met with 
Silva several times through-
out the following year to moni-
tor the dog’s status and Silva, 
who canceled some of the dog’s 
appointments. Nickerson ar-
rested Silva on Dec. 9, 2022.

“Antone has shown a pat-
tern of negligence towards 
Karma’s care for the past 12 
months and continues to neg-
ligently deprive Karma of the 
necessary care that she needs 
while in his custody, ” Nicker-
son wrote.

When handing down her 
sentence, Smith called the 
animal’s treatment “shocking, 
heartbreaking, and cruel.”

“I don’t issue this sentence 
to be cruel,” she said. “[It’s] 
to deter him and others from 
committing similar conduct.”

At the hearing, Silva began 
crying when discussing the 
case.

“She’s my best friend ... I 
made the mistake of underes-
timating her condition,” Silva 
said of his dog. “... I am truly 
sorry, but I am most sorry for 
letting Karma down.”

This is one of several ani-
mal cruelty cases the Monad-
nock Humane Society said it 
has assisted with in the past 
year.

Silva’s attorney, Morgan 
Taggart-Hampton, declined to 
comment.

Christopher Cartwright can be 
reached at ccartwright@keen-
esentinel.com or 603-352-1234, 
extension 1405.

Area resident 
receives suspended 
jail sentence in 
animal cruelty case
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The Cheshire County Courthouse in Keene.

By ASHLEY SAARI

Monadnock Ledger-Transcript 

Jaffrey has accepted a new trust 
fund, which will eventually be 
used for the town or its nonprofit 
organizations.

Robert Stephenson and Chris-
topher Bean appeared before the 
selectboard on Monday to discuss 
transferring the Jaffrey Better-
ment Trust into the town’s man-
agement. The trust currently has 
about $63,000, and would become 
available for Jaffrey to dispense 
once the balance reaches $100,000.

Stephenson explained that years 
ago, he and Bean created a private 
foundation, Terra Nova Trust, to 
dispense small grants for planning, 
historical research and preserva-
tion. They operated the founda-
tion themselves until the admin-
istration became too onerous, at 
which point they transferred man-
agement to the N.H. Charitable 
Foundation. Stephenson and Bean 
remained advisers of the fund, in-
cluding being involved in selecting 
recipients of grant funds.

Since its inception, the trust has 
paid out grants in amounts typi-
cally between $1,000 and $3,000 to 
nonprofit organizations.

Stephenson said as he and 

Bean planned the management of 
the trust after their passing, they 
wanted the funds to be preserved 
for the benefit of Jaffrey. To do 
that, they proposed transferring 
the trust to the town, under the 
management of the Trustees of the 
Trust Funds, with distribution han-
dled by a five-person committee.

The committee would be made 
up of representatives from the 
town’s historical society, village 
improvement society, chamber of 
commerce, planning board and 
moderator. Stephenson and Bean 
would also serve as ex-officio mem-
bers on the board, but would not 
have a vote. The selectboard would 
have approval authority over the 
dispensation of the funds, essen-
tially providing a veto, but would 
not have a vote in selecting which 
projects to support. If the select-
board vetoed an approved use, the 
applicant would have the option of 
resubmitting an application that 
addressed any concerns.

Stephenson said projects sup-
ported in the past have included 
restoration of meetinghouses, beau-
tification, monument repair and 
public art, and he’d like to see that 
trend continue. The only organiza-
tions able to apply for grants would 
be nonprofits, or the town itself.

The most-recent round of grants 
included a total of $9,000 for four 
projects, three of which were in 
Jaffrey. They were grants to the 
village improvement society for 
general beautification work, the 
War Memorial Park for any resto-
ration work needed related to the 
installation of the roundabout, The 
Park Theatre for mural restora-
tion and the Historical Society of 
Cheshire County in support of two 
new exhibits.

“I think that gives you the fla-
vor of what we’re trying to do,” 
Bean said.

“This will be the only trust for 
this purpose,” Stephenson said, 
noting that most of the town’s 
trust funds are for a specific pur-
pose, none of which include beauti-
fication and town betterment.

Stephenson said residents could 
also contribute to the fund, or 
leave bequests to it.

Selectboard members expressed 
immediate support for adopting 
the trust fund, and voted 2-0 in fa-
vor, with Selectman Kevin Cham-
berlain absent.

This article is being shared by a 
partner in The Granite State News 
Collaborative. For more informa-
tion visit collaborativenh.org.

Jaffrey adopts new trust fund for town, organizations
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