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Conservation Commission seeking easement for Children’s Woods and Carey Park
Working to keep land forever wild

JAFFRE Y

By ASHLEY SAARI
Monadnock Ledger-Transcript

The Jaffrey Select Board
approved pursuing a conser-
vation easement which would
cover the town-owned Chil-
d r e n’s Woods and Carey Park,
as well as small slices of
nearby shoreland.

C h i l d r e n’s Woods and
Carey Park are accessible
from the Monadnock Rail
Trail, or Carey Road, and con-
sist of about 125 acres com-
bined. The town owns all the
parcels, and Children’s
Woods is under a conserva-
tion easement, according to
Conservation Commission
member Carolyn Garretson.
The commission is proposing
a new easement that would
also cover Carey Park, which
is adjacent to Children’s
Woods, but a much larger
parcel, as well as shoreline on
the Contoocook River and
Mountain Stream and Lacey
Road.

The Conservation Com-
mission has been in talks with
the Northeast Wilderness
Trust to hold the easement as
part of its “Forever Wild” pro-
gram, which would continue
to allow passive recreation
such as hiking and observa-
tion platforms on the land,
but allow the woods to grow
unmanaged. The easement
would include both the un-
conserved Carey Park and

overlay Children’s Woods,
which is under an easement
already managed by the Mon-
adnock Conservancy.

“Forever-wild manage-
ment of this property will se-
cure the protection of the
headwater stream and wet-
land that is hydrologically
connected to the Contoocook
River so that this land will be
permanently protected from

continued fragmentation and
possible water quality degra-
dation,” Garretson said.

Garretson said it’s also
part of the mission of North-
east Wilderness Trust to edu-
cate the public on this impor-
tance of wild spaces, and how
they evolve over time.

Select Board member
Charlie Turcotte said the
added protection for the wa-

terfront is a major benefit.
“As far as I’m concerned,

it’s a step in the right direc-
tion for that whole area,” he
said.

While the town has been in
talks with the Northeast
Wilderness Trust, the trust
has not officially agreed to
take on the easement, and
would only do so after an offi-
cial tour and review of the

property. If Northeast Wilder-
ness Trust agrees to hold the
easement, it would be respon-
sible for enforcement of the
easement’s conditions, but
Jaffrey would continue to own

the land.
Ashley Saari can be

reache d at 603-924-7172 ext.
244 or asaari@ledgertran-
script.com. She’s on X @Ash-
l e y S a a r i M LT.
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Jaffrey Conservation Commission member Carolyn Garretson walks the trail in Carey Park,
which the town is working to put under a conservation easement.

COURTESY IMAGE
A map shows Children's Woods and Carey Park, as well as
areas of shoreline the Town of Jaffrey is seeking to put under
a conservation easement.
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Jaffrey has accepted a
new trust fund, which will
eventually be used for the
town or its nonprofit organi-
zations.

Robert Stephenson and
Christopher Bean appeared
before the Select Board on
Monday to discuss transfer-
ring the Jaffrey Betterment
Trust into the town’s man-
agement. The trust cur-
rently has about $63,000,
and would become available
for Jaffrey to dispense once
the balance reaches
$100,000.

Stephenson explained
that years ago, he and Bean
created a private founda-
tion, Terra Nova Trust, to
dispense small grants for
planning, historical re-
search and preservation.
They operated the founda-
tion themselves until the ad-
ministration became too
onerous, at which point they
transferred management to
the New Hampshire Chari-
table Foundation. Stephen-
son and Bean remained ad-
visers of the fund, including
being involved in selecting
recipients of grant funds.

Since its inception, the
trust has paid out grants in
amounts typically between
$1,000 and $3,000 to non-
profit organizations.

Stephenson said as he and
Bean planned the manage-
ment of the trust after their
passing, they wanted the
funds to be preserved for the
benefit of Jaffrey. To do that,
they proposed transferring
the trust to the town, under
the management of the
Trustees of the Trust Funds,
with distribution handled by a
five-person committee.

The committee would be
made up of representatives
from the town’s Historical So-
ciety, Village Improvement So-
ciety, Chamber of Commerce,
Planning Board and modera-
tor. Stephenson and Bean
would also serve as ex-officio
members on the board, but
would not have a vote. The Se-
lect Board would have ap-
proval authority over the dis-
pensation of the funds, essen-
tially providing a veto, but
would not have a vote in se-
lecting which projects to sup-
port. If the Select Board ve-
toed an approved use, the ap-
plicant would have the option
of resubmitting an application
that addressed any concerns.

Stephenson said projects
supported in the past have in-
cluded restoration of meeting-
houses, beautification, monu-
ment repair and public art,
and he’d like to see that trend
continue. The only organiza-
tions able to apply for grants

would be nonprofits, or the
town itself.

The most-recent round of
grants included a total of
$9,000 for four projects, three
of which were in Jaffrey. They
were grants to the Village Im-
provement Society for general
beautification work, the War
Memorial Park for any
restoration work needed re-
lated to the installation of the
roundabout, The Park Theatre
for mural restoration and the
Historical Society for
Cheshire County in support of
two new exhibits.

“I think that gives you the
flavor of what we’re trying to
do,” Bean said.

“This will be the only trust
for this purpose,” Stephenson
said, noting that most of the
t o w n’s trust funds are for a
specific purpose, none of
which include beautification
and town betterment. 

Stephenson said residents
could also contribute to the
fund, or leave bequests to it.

Select Board members ex-
pressed immediate support
for adopting the trust fund,
and voted 2-0 in favor, with Se-
lectman Kevin Chamberlain
absent.

Ashley Saari can be
reached at 603-924-7172, Ext.
244, or asaari@ledge rtran-
script.com. She’s on X @Ash-
l e y S a a r i M LT.

Local nonprofits and the
town will be able to

seek grants
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Meeting and greeting
PE TERBOROUGH
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Executive Councilor Cinde Warmington, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for
governor, speaks during a meet-and-greet at the law offices of Shaheen & Gordon in
Peterborough Tuesday.
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Cinde Warmington meets
with Terry Reeves.
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