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Purpose and Methods

The Squantum Village Historic District Area Form has been sponsored by the Jaffrey Historic District
Commission and funded by the National Park Service through its Certified Local Government Program,
which in New Hampshire is administered by the Division of Historical Resources. The purpose of the
project is to better understand the history and architectural resources of this small, historic mill village in
the southeast corner of Jaffrey and to promote awareness of its distinctive character.
The Town of Jaffrey has a long history of preservation planning and activity. This particular project is a
direct outcome of the town’s 2007 Master Plan, which includes a chapter on Historical and Cultural
Resources. Squantum Historic Area was one of the significant historical resources identified in the plan.
In its implementation section, the plan calls for acknowledging and protecting Squantum Village by
promoting establishing a Neighborhood Heritage District.1
The report combines a thorough search of historical records relating to Squantum, including town and
county histories, town reports and property inventories, historic maps, deeds and plans. In addition, the
consultant undertook several oral interviews, and conducted field work, photography, and mapping over
a period of six months. While the nature of historical research is such that there is always more to
research and interpret, it is hoped that this report will provide sufficient information to provide local
citizens with a better understanding of what makes this village distinctive.
18.
Geographical Context
Squantum Village is located in the southeast corner of the Town of Jaffrey, abutting the Rindge
town line. Squantum Road runs through the village in a east-west direction, while Prescott Road,
which terminates at the common, climbs to the north to Route 124 (former Third New
Hampshire Turnpike), approximately ½ mile beyond the district bounds. Mill Brook, which
flows through the Historic District and historically provided its water power, originates in
Hubbard Pond, located southeast of—and beyond—the district’s bounds. From the pond, the
brook arcs to the northwest, swelling as it passes north of the Black Reservoir. A dam (#22), on
the eastern edge of the district, controls the flow of the brook into Mill Pond (#21a) to the
northwest, located on the east side of Prescott Road in the heart of the district. A culvert (#21b)
at the northwest corner of the pond directs the flow of the brook under the road. Mill Brook then
arcs around the mill yard (#6) before crossing under a bridge (#8) on Squantum Road. It then
roughly parallels the south side of Squantum Road, terminating at the northeastern shore of
Contoocook Lake.
19.
Historical Background
The early history of Jaffrey is tied to a short-lived township known as Rowley Canada that was granted
in 1739 to sixty-one men (or their heirs) as compensation for their service in a Canadian battle fought in
the late 1600s. The township, then part of Massachusetts, filled the geographical space between
Peterborough and the lower slope of Grand Monadnock; six present-day towns were partially within it,
with Jaffrey occupying the largest component. The historical record sheds no light on the number of
settlers who came to Jaffrey, though it is thought to be seven who cleared land, built a mill, and readied
timber for a meeting house.2 In 1749, nine years after the Massachusetts-New Hampshire boundary line
1
2

See Jaffrey Master Plan, 2007, p. viii, 90, 94.
Annett, 1923.
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was settled with Rowley Canada becoming part of New Hampshire, Jaffrey was set off as Monadnock
No. 2, or Middle Monadnock. This time, settlement was more active, drawing many from Lunenburg
and Londonderry, who were largely of Scotch-Irish ancestry. In 1773, the town was incorporated as
Jaffrey.3
The early mill was erected ca. 1743 in Squantum.4 It was a combination saw-grist mill, with the grist
mill in the basement. The mill served a far-flung population and remained in operation for
approximately 100 years before it was replaced, on what was later the upper mill privilege of the Annett
Manufacturing Company.5 Presumably all of the lumber for the mills and houses built in Squantum prior
to 1838 came from this mill.
In 1763, Jonathan Hopkinson (b. 1717) purchased two 100-acre lots from Robert Boyes, of
Londonderry. The land included the mill, but it appears they remained in separate ownership for another
year. However, Hopkinson’s deed included a provision that the mill be maintained in good working
order for the benefit of the township. By the following year, Hopkinson owned the mill. It was from this
saw mill that the lumber came for the Meeting House in Rindge. Hopkinson apparently erected or
enhanced an existing house on his property to create a “mansion house.”6
By now, Squantum Village’s road system was in place. Squantum Road was part of the Old Boston Post
Road, a route that ran from Townsend, MA to Ashuelot (Hinsdale) and likely in place as a well-marked
way by the mid-1730s. (Over the years, it has been called “the road from Ingalls mills,” and Annett
Road.) As such, it was part of Jaffrey’s original road system. After the town was chartered, the road was
officially laid out in 1775.7 Prescott Road was in place by the 1760s and likely received its name by the
1820s, as it led from Prescott farms at its north end to John A. Prescott’s house and mills at the south. In
the village, the two roads veered to form a triangular common that appears on mid-19th century maps
and is referenced in deeds as early as 1836.
In 1768, Hopkinson sold his property to his cousin, Ephraim Hunt of Concord, Mass. (1736-1821), one
of the early settlers in this area, who retained ownership for six years before selling out to John Eaton in
1774 and settling down the road at 385 Squantum Road (#9). At the time of his sale, the property
included two mills, house and barn.8
Eaton (1727-1808), who hailed from Bedford, was an extraordinarily handy and versatile man. Not only
did he greatly improve the mills, in part by introducing wood turning, but he made carts and sleds, flax
wheels, plows, and sawed boards, ground corn, dug graves, worked as a millwright, wheelwright and
housewright. He also helped to raise the Meeting House for which he turned the pew spindles.9

3

Annett, 1923.
The origin of the name “Squantum” is unknown, but it appears on the first historic map for this area, published in 1850.
5
H 1: 355.
6
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 354-55; 1934: 409. Though town histories use the term “mansion house,” deeds do not. It is
likely that the house was 2 ½ stories—larger than others in the area. It stood on the site of the Prescott-Annett House.
[Annett: 1899: 101]
7
Coburn, 1982/2009: 165.
8
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 354-55, II: 422.
9
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 355; Sesquicentennial: 24. According to the Sesquicentennial, Eaton kept a detailed account
book that is preserved. One of the final entries was “November the 5 day, 1774. I brought my fammely [sic] into Jaffrey.”
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 265] Eaton’s granddaughter was Hannah Davis, famed for her hat boxes [Annett, 1899: 102].
4
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On September 10, 1777, Eaton sold his mills and “mansion house” to James Cutter of Rindge, who
remained here until his death in 1790.10 The following year, the property was sold by Cutter’s
administrator to Captain David Sherwin. The town’s first tax records (1793) indicate that Sherwin was
one of only two shopkeepers in town; the store, which was in his house, was maintained by successive
owners for around fifty years. Apparently, Sherwin also ran a tavern in the house – both activities would
have taken advantage of the high volume of traffic along the Boston stage route.11 Sherwin purchased an
additional twenty acres just over the Rindge town line, where he started a “potash” factory to
manufacture potash and pearlash from wood ashes. Within a few years of purchasing the saw/grist mill,
Jaffrey town records show that Sherwin’s mill sawed 60,000 feet of lumber and ground 2,000 bushels of
grain.12
Sherwin sold his fifty acres in 1795, including the Squantum mills and Rindge property, to his neighbor,
Benjamin Prescott for $1,500.13 The property then went through a number of owners in rapid
succession: Nathanial Ingalls (the son-in-law of former owner Ephraim Hunt); Benjamin Prescott, Jr.14;
Deacon Benjamin Kingsbury, described as a miller, storekeeper, tavern keeper,15 preacher and
manufacturer of nails, and who held the property for the longest period, from 1803 to 1817; and William
Buckley. In 1820, Williams Ainsworth received the property by sale or assignment and immediately
split it into two parcels. He sold the “mansion” house and much of the land (approximately thirty-five
acres) to William Walton of Rindge,16 and the mills, mill yard, water privilege and five acres to Sewell
Gould (owner of the adjacent farm, #3), who operated the mills until his death on December 29, 1826.17
A November 1, 1827 advertisement for the mill parcel for sale describes them as a “saw and grist
mill.....in good repair and as well situated for a great run of business as any mills in the vicinity, and
equal to any in a dry season. About five acres of land with a blacksmith shop. The dam is firm and
durable, made with stone and gravel.” The ad also mentions that the mill is attractively located at the
junction of five roads, and only ½ mile from both a schoolhouse and the turnpike road.18
Meanwhile, in 1823 Walton sold part of his holdings west of the mills, on stream’s lower privilege, to
his son-in-law, Mark Marvle.19 He also sold the homestead that year to Isaac S. Whitney of Jaffrey.
After only two years, Whitney sold everything but the house lot to John A. Prescott on October 25,
1825; the house he sold to his mother, Hannah Ockington. A month later, on November 29, 1825,
Prescott purchased it, too.
John Adams Prescott (1793-1860) had now assembled a large tract that included a saw/grist mill,
blacksmith shop, homestead, store house, woodhouse and shop. He was only thirty-two years old and
ambitious, becoming one of Jaffrey’s most successful entrepreneurs. For the next eleven years, he built
up the village, including his own house (#2) at the time of his marriage in 1828 and six dwellings across
10

Book/page 5/395 (1779); Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 265, 355.
Book/page 18/187 (1792); Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 394; Annett, 1899: 101.
12
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 356.
13
Book 26/35 (1796). Benjamin Prescott was the father of John A. Prescott.
14
Benjamin Prescott Jr. was the father of John A. Prescott.
15
By then, the Third New Hampshire Turnpike linking Boston to Keene, whose route ran only ½ mile from the village,
would have provided even more traffic to the tavern and store.
16
Book 84/423 (1820).
17
Book 84/423 (7/1/1820).
18
from Annett and Lehtinen, 1937:356.
19
Marvle later bought another two acres, later the site of the Annett Box Factory, where he built a house and barn on the
south side of the brook and what is said to be a fulling mill on the north. The house site was later the location of a starch
factory. [Annett and Lehtinen, 1937:367]
11
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from his house to house workers at his mills—most of which still stand (#17, 18, 19, 20 and probably
#16).20
Prescott brought his two brothers, Eldad (1786-1872) and Oliver (1781-1850), in to help build a starch
factory in 1832.21 He assumed control of Marvle’s shop, replacing it with a two-story, more modern
mill. In addition to lumber, the mill yard produced chairs and household woodware.
Prescott’s nephew, Eldad A., operated a cabinet shop in the village, located on the lower mill privilege
(south of #12, which was his dwelling). Given the family’s influence, it is not surprising that the 1858
map of Jaffrey identifies the village as “Prescottville.”22
John A. Prescott’s endeavors were not limited to Squantum: he erected the house on the town farm;
farmed and lumbered; owned mountain pastures; dealt in cattle; operated as a contractor and oversaw
the construction of the Baptist Meeting House, as well as roads and bridges; built barns; erected houses
in East Jaffrey; and served as justice of the peace, state representative, selectman and county
commissioner. Between 1825 and 1869, Prescott bought and sold dozens of parcels of land in Jaffrey
and Rindge.23

Detail of 1850 map of Jaffrey, showing Squantum Village at bottom

20

In addition, it is possible that he built part of #15.
The three brothers were the sons of Benjamin Prescott, who arrived in Jaffrey in 1772 and owned the saw mill for a short
period; the family farm was on the Third New Hampshire Turnpike (Route 124). Oliver Prescott built the brick Prescott
Tavern, on Route 124. Eldad inherited his father’s farm (Sawyer Farm) next door and replaced the house with the existing
one. He also erected a large, modern barn (destroyed by fire in the late 1990s).
22
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 617-18
23
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 616, 668; Cheshire Co. Registry of Deeds Grantee Index, 1820-69; 1858 map.
21
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On October 8, 1836, Prescott sold his mill property to Burleigh French and William Emerson of Wilton,
described as “experienced mill builders and operators who made immediate improvements upon their
new holdings.”24 In a separate deed, Prescott sold the pair a house (#18) on the south side of the
common.25 Emerson resided in the so-called Moors House (#16), while French lived at #18—both
dwellings built by Prescott and part of the sale. French sold his share in the business in 1839, leaving the
mills under a mortgage held by Prescott, until Emerson Hale, a wealthy farmer from Rindge, bought in.
Circa 1840 Emerson and Hale built a new, substantial, three-story grist mill behind the saw mill.26
Hale’s untimely death in 1851 precipitated the sale of his share to Moody Hale of Jaffrey, who
immediately sold a two-thirds interest in the mills to Dennis Howe of Rindge and Ephraim Murdock of
nearby Winchendon. Emerson Hale’s house (#18) went to George W. Benjamin. It is likely that during
this transition, the dwellings on the south side of the common were split off from the mill holdings and
sold to private parties. By 1858, Howe was living in the Prescott-Annett House (#2).27
Murdock was a highly successful manufacturer of woodenware, who built Winchendon into an
industrial center. He created partnerships with small mill owners in Massachusetts and New Hampshire,
especially Cheshire County, opening up for them a national, and even an international market. Murdock
and Howe soon acquired Moody Hale’s holdings and started to shift the focus of manufacturing from
lumber, pail staves, clothespins, and miscellaneous woodenware to nest boxes, already an important
industry in Rindge and Winchendon.28 The demand for the boxes was high: every kitchen needed
storage, and the boxes were designed to fit, or “nest,” inside one another. Berries, fruit, sugar, spices and
other bulk items, which was how most groceries were sold, could be stored in them. The typical pantry
of the era called for several sets of boxes.

24

Book 130/213 (10/8/1836); Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 357
Book 130/212 (10/8/1836). The house (#18) is described as having a cellar kitchen, workshop and barn. Its described
location on the south side of the common is the first known mention of the common, though it is unlikely it was a formally
laid out spot. For many years and well into the 20th century, the common was used to stock pile logs for the lumber mills.
[1924 Sanborn map; Gwen Niskala interview]
26
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 355, 357-58. Apparently, the new grist mill stood on the site of #6a.
27
1858 map; Book/page 177/390 (11/17/1852), 182/504 (1855); Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 358.
28
Clothespin manufacturing was carried out at two mills in Squantum, as well as in other parts of town in the mid-19th
century; as demand for them was high, most towns had such shops. [Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 378]
25
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Detail from 1858 map of Jaffrey, showing Squantum Village at right

In 1858, Murdock and Howe hired Thomas Annett (1831-1903), who had previously worked in the box
shops and woodworking mills in Rindge, to develop production in Squantum’s mills. Shortly after
arriving, he married Sarah Raymond of Rindge and never left Squantum Village. The mill site at that
time included the new (ca. 1840) saw mill, a pail factory (former starch factory) and a clothespin shop.
Murdock and Howe sold the clothespin machinery, replacing it with machinery capable of producing
round veneer boxes. Fabricating the rims for the boxes required extraordinary skill, as the hardwood was
extremely thin. The mill’s workforce largely resided in the village and its surrounds.29 As business grew,
the former starch factory was transformed into a box factory.

29

The clothespin machinery was sold to the Baileys in Mineral Spring Village on Mountain Road; that mill burned in 1874.
[Annett and Lehtinen N, 1937: 359]
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Detail from 1877 map of Jaffrey, showing Squantum Village at lower right

Circa 1869, Annett bought Howe out and worked as an equal partner with Murdock until the latter’s
death in 1882, when he became sole owner. In 1896, the company was incorporated as the Annett
Manufacturing Company, and Thomas Annett brought three sons, Albert (b. 1861), Asahel S. (b. 1864;
built #1), and Arthur S. (b. 1867), into the business. The company flourished and additions to the mills
increased the variety of products, including baskets, toys, and novelties, such as fern stands, jardinières
and vases, which found a ready market. In the early 20th century, the mill employed fifty people,
including nearly all of the village’s residents.30 The company ran a boarding house (#15).31 Thomas
Annett remained in his residence (#2) in the village center until his death in 1903, and his son Asahel
erected a house for his family nearby (#1).

30
31

Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 359.
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Detail from 1892 map of Jaffrey, showing Squantum Village at lower right

In 1918, the company split into two components, Annett Manufacturing Company, which dealt with
forestland and other real estate, and the Annett Box Company, which was owned by a group of local
men, with James B. Perry at the helm and George H. Duncan as treasurer.32

Annett Manufacturing Company, showing Emerson & Hale’s ca. 1840 mill (burned July, 1966). Photographed ca. 1900.
Collection Jaffrey Historical Society
32

Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 359-60; Sesqui-Centennial of Jaffrey 1773-1923: 39, 41.
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Perry served as president until 1942, when a company from Gardner, Massachusetts took over. During
that period, the company shifted from manufacturing boxes and baby furniture to general lumber
products and changed its name to Annett Lumber Company in the 1940s. Throughout that period, many
of the residents of Squantum continued to be employed at the mill. After Perry left the company in 1947,
Carl Wilen, a former manager at the Gardner plant, took over. For a long period, the company purchased
local timber and sawed it into boards and plank at its adjacent sawmill.33
In the mid-1960s, the road system through the village was reconfigured somewhat after Annett Lumber
Company requested of the town that an old road (the southern terminus of Prescott Road) that had run
through the mill yard since 1833 be discontinued. In its place, the company offered to build a new road
across the east end of its property. The offer would also separate the common, which for many years had
been used to stock pile logs, from the millyard and turn it into a more public space.34 The town
concurred, and Prescott Road was rerouted to the east. Prescott Road was again realigned in 1974-75,
moved to the west, away from the door step of the Gould-Garfield House (#3). (Its former road bed,
edged with a stone wall, is still clearly visible.)
On July 22, 1966, a fire destroyed the historic mid-19th century mill buildings, only a year and a half
after their purchase by C. Stanton Gallop and his son, Richard. The pair were from Plainfield,
Connecticut, but retained the name Annett Lumber Company. In place of the destroyed mill, they
constructed a 100’ x 50,’ one-story structure of concrete where they produced high-quality, ready-sawn
pine paneling that had an international market. In the early 1970s, they had ten employees. 35
Sometime in the late 1960s, Annett Lumber Company closed down. The property was eventually
purchased by Monadnock Forest Products, which erected most of the existing structures in the mill yard
for their production of pine paneling. Brian Rhody and his partner, Norman Hanson managed the
concern until the latter’s premature death ca. late 1990s. When it shut down, it was Jaffrey’s last
woodworking mill. However, the site continues in industrial use, with Maple Mills (New England Pellet
Company) occupying land and buildings on the north side of Squantum Road, and Belletete, a local
lumber company, on the south side.

33

Lehtinen, 1971: 44-45; Gwen Niskala interview. The sawmill was eventually sold, and ready-sawn lumber purchased from
another mill.
34
Corburn, 1982/2009: 5; Gwen Niskala interview; 1924 Sanborn map.
35
Lehtinen, 1971: 45.
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1911 Sanborn Insurance map of Squantum Village
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1924 Sanborn Insurance map of Squantum Village
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1924 (corrected to 1941) Sanborn Insurance map of Squantum Village
Note that the upper mill pond is now filled in
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Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s)
Early exploration and settlement in the interior of NH, 1623-1770
Logging, lumbering and saw mills, 1620-present.
Wood products mills and shops in New Hampshire
Mixed agriculture and the family farm, 1630-present
Market gardening / truck farming in New Hampshire, 1900-present
Taverns, inns, hotels, motels, motor courts and bed and breakfasts, 1623-present

21.
Architectural Description and Comparative Evaluation
Squantum Village is comprised of twenty parcels with buildings, as well as several parcels of
undeveloped land. While the majority of the buildings within the district are in the immediate vicinity of
the village common, two outlying farms with late 18th century farmhouses, 19th and early 20th century
outbuildings and extensive open fields are located to the north and west, on Prescott and Squantum
roads. Stone walls edge much of the road frontage beyond the common area.
At least five of the buildings, all dwellings, date from ca. 1826-34. One is an elegant Federal style house
and the others vernacular Federal workers’ houses. A sixth (#15) may have origins from this period, but
its current appearance suggests a ca. 1870s date. Remaining historic dwellings include a mid-19th
century Greek Revival house, and two vernacular early 20th century houses.
The district has several industrial parcels, one with historic structures dating from the early 20th century
and including a brick boiler house. The other non-residential historic property is an arched masonry
bridge erected in 1935.
Five non-contributing properties are located in the district: two industrial sites and three residences; the
latter are all on the fringes but on land historically associated with the village. In addition, one industrial
site has a number of non-contributing buildings.
1. Asahel Annett House, 476 Squantum Road, 1896. Contributing building.
Photo #1, 4
Located at the southeastern corner of the district, this residence is among the newest. It is a 2 ½ story,
wood-frame, Queen Anne dwelling with a steep hipped roof and several cross gable wings. It rests on a
granite foundation. The roof is clad with diagonally laid asbestos shingles and punctured by a brick
chimney at the ridge and gabled dormers. Its walls are clad with a mix of clapboard and decorative
shingles, found between stories and in the gable fields. The windows retain historic 2/2 sash and a
Queen Anne stair window is located on the south wall. Outbuildings include an attached mid-20th
century garage. An open field extends behind the house.
History: This house was erected by Asahel Shurtleff Annett (b. 1864) and his wife, Effie (b. 1877 in
Rindge) in 1896, the year he and his two brothers joined their father, Thomas, in the Annett
Manufacturing Company in Squantum. Asahel remained with the company for much of his life, as well
as in this house. The house was passed on to his children, after which it was purchased by John and Ina
Kulish, the former a well known environmentalist and publisher. Subsequent owners were Leonard and
Shirley Porter, who sold it to the present owner, Katie Forry, in 1968.36
36

Vol. 2: 24; Katie Forry interview.
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2. John A. Prescott-Thomas Annett House, 137 Prescott Road, ca. 1828. Contributing building.
Photo #2, 3, 4, 35
The Prescott-Annett House, which overlooks the common, anchors the center of Squantum. It is a 2 ½
story, 5x2 bay, wood-frame Federal dwelling with a side-gable roof, 2 ½ story ell, and an extensive
carriage wing. It rests on a granite foundation; the roof is covered with asphalt shingles and features twin
brick chimneys at the end walls. Clapboards cover the walls, which are trimmed with splayed corner
boards. Sash is early 2/1, and windows retain louvered blinds. The primary feature of the facade is the
highly sophisticated Federal entrance and Palladian window above, with elliptical fanlights, leaded glass
sidelights, and paneled pilasters. A Federal-style portico shelters the front entry.
The long, 2 ½ story ell with 6/6-sash windows extends to the back of the house, connecting to a lengthy,
1 ½ story wing to the south. The north end of the wing was likely a summer kitchen or shed; the
remainder consists of five flat-arched carriage bays. Like the rest of the house, the wing is clad with
clapboards.
Landscape features include chamfered granite posts in the front and north yards, a stone retaining wall at
the northwest property corner and a granite lawn step set flush in the grass near the road.
The interior of the house is noted for its Rufus Porter murals.
History: From 1763-1903, this site was occupied by owners of the Squantum Village mills. Prior to the
existing house, Jonathan Hopkinson (b.1717), who purchased a large parcel in Squantum in 1763,
including the saw-grist mill, erected a house for himself.
That house was occupied by subsequent owners of the mills (see Historical Background), until John A.
Prescott (1793-1860) acquired it from Hannah Ockington in 1825.37 Only a month earlier, Prescott had
purchased the mill holdings from Isaac S. Whitney. It seems most likely that Prescott, who was an
accomplished builder and contractor by trade, replaced it with this elegant house at the time of his
marriage to Martha Ryan of Sharon in 1828.
Over the next ten years, Prescott added to his holdings, constantly buying and selling property
throughout Jaffrey. In Squantum, he expanded the mill complex and erected a series of dwellings for
workers on the south side of the common, across from his house (#16-20 and possibly #15, though the
latter reflects substantial later alterations).
His endeavors were not limited to Squantum: he built the house on the town farm; farmed, lumbered;
maintained mountain pastures; dealt in cattle; operated as a contractor and oversaw the construction of
the Baptist Meeting House, as well as building roads and bridges; built barns; erected houses in East
Jaffrey (downtown); and served as justice of the peace, state representative, selectman and county
commissioner. Between 1825 and 1869, Prescott made dozens of land purchases in Jaffrey and Rindge,
underscoring his dealings in real estate.38

37

Book 102/22 (11/29/1825). Interestingly, the deed describes the dwelling initially as a “building,” but the word is crossed
out and followed by “tenament” [sic]
38
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 357; II: 616 668; Cheshire Co. Registry of Deeds Grantee Index, 1820-69; 1858 map.
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Prescott sold the mills in 1836, but appears to have continued to occupy the house, perhaps as late as the
early 1850s, when Dennis Howe, who purchased a two-thirds interest in the mill yard, moved in.39 Howe
likely remained there until ca. 1869, when Thomas Annett bought out Howe’s manufacturing interest
and probably took up residency. 40
Thomas Annett (1831-1903) was born in New Brunswick, the oldest of seven children and only son. He
was twelve when his father died, and after several years of difficult times working on farms, he found
employment as a janitor’s assistant at King’s College in New Brunswick, where he discovered the
principles of education and his own aptitude for mechanics. He eventually found his way to Boston and
then to a farm in Rindge, combining farm work with work in local clothespin and box shops. At the time
of his marriage in 1858 to Sarah Raymond, also of Rindge, he was hired by Dennis Howe and Ephraim
Murdock to oversee their Squantum mill.41
In addition to his manufacturing enterprise, Thomas Annett (1831-1903) served as state representative
for four years and was a member of the 1892 constitutional convention. With his second wife, Mary H.
Bancroft (1841-1925) of Rindge, he had five additional children who were raised here.42 Thomas Annett
remained in the house until his death, at which time it passed to his heirs.43
The house remained part of the larger Annett Manufacturing (Box) Company holdings through at least
1956. By 1963, it was the residence of Norma and Harold G. Sands, who were followed by Ellsworth
D. Baker, the manager of Jaffrey Mills.44 In more recent years, the property has changed hands several
times.
3a & 3b. Gould-Garfield Farm, 103 Prescott Road, ca. 1780. Contributing buildings.
Photo #5,6, 7
This property, one of two large farms in the district, consists of a house and a ca. mid-19th century barn
with attached milk house and carriage/wagon shed. While the main house occupies a small lot (#3a), it
was only recently subdivided from the remainder of the property (#3b), which includes the barn, its
appendages and approximately sixty-three acres of open fields to the north and east.
The house is a 2 ½ story, 5x2-bay, side-gable, wood-frame building that sits above, and set back from,
the road; a ca. early 20th century concrete and stone retaining wall defines a lawn directly in front of the
house. Walls are sided with clapboards and trimmed with corner pilasters; the molded cornice returns at
the gable ends. Windows have 2/1 historic sash. Twin chimneys rise from the rear slope. An early 20th
century, one-story, hip-roof porch extends across the east portion of the facade, ending in a pedimented
cross-gable at the main entrance.
The barn is located west of the house, near the mill pond and oriented perpendicularly to the road. It is a
gable-front, bank barn, with clapboard siding, granite slab foundation, and a narrow transom light with
double row of panes above the main wagon entrance. There are no openings along the visible west
39

1858 map. Prescott died in East Jaffrey in 1860.
Since Annett’s partner was Ephraim Murdock of Winchendon, it seems likely that Annett, the local man, would live in this
house close to the mills.
41
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 588-90; Biographical Review, 1897: 432.
42
Annett also had five children from his first marriage; Sarah Raymond died in 1867.
43
Town Inventory, 1909.
44
Town Inventory, 1956; Gwen Niskala interview.
40
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elevation. The carriage/wagon shed extends off the rear (south), and the milk house is attached to the
east end.
History: The exact date for the construction of the farmhouse requires further research, but the farm
dates back to at least the 1777, when Ebenezer Stratton (b. 1751) arrived in Jaffrey and bought it from
his brother-in-law, Daniel Davis. Stratton sold this portion of the farm two years later to Oliver Gould
(1733-1792) of Rindge, retaining the portion on the west side of the road (see #9 below).45
Oliver Gould likely built this house ca. 1780; the farm remained in successive generations of the GouldGarfield family until well into the 20th century, passing from Oliver to his son, Sewell (1776-1826).
From 1820 until 1826, Sewell also owned the village’s saw and grist mill, as well as a blacksmith shop.
The farm was later owned by his daughter, Emily (1807-82), who married John Garfield (1812-1908).
Emily’s brother, Lucius (d. 1890) resided here at one point, as well.46 In 1884, the 140-acre farm had
five cows, making it a small dairy operation, though in 1900, when his son Lucius Andrew (b. 1849) had
assumed operations, the herd had increased to seven, gradually growing to nine fifteen years later.47
Lucius and his wife, Ella Clark (d. 1929) ultimately passed the property to their unmarried son Ernest B.
(died early 1950s). The dairy operation declined ca. 1930s.48
4. 83 Prescott Road, 2003. Non-contributing building.
Photo #8
This two-story, side-gabled, wood-frame house features a two-story gabled bay and a two-story turret on
the facade, as well as a gabled roof dormer. A two-bay garage with additional dormers extends to the
north. The building is set back from the road. A portion of the earlier roadbed for Prescott Road runs
across its western frontage.
History: The house was erected on land that was recently subdivided from the Gould-Garfield Farm
(#3).
5. 66 Prescott Road, 1998. Non-contributing building.
Photo #9, 10
Erected at the north end of a twenty-four acre parcel, this is a 1 ½ story, gabled-roof residence with
traditional design features, built in a series of stepped sections. An attached 1 ½ story garage, sited
perpendicular to the road, is attached to the north end. The land offers a sweeping northwesterly view of
the Squantum mills.

45

Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 779. Stratton then erected a dwelling for himself ca. 1780 in the field on the west side of the
road. The cabin housed a freed black slave, Moses Burdoo, whom Amos Fortune freed, together with his family of thirteen
children. The cabin was moved ca. 1840 to the south side of Squantum Road, just west of #10, where it became part of a new
Greek Revival house. The house is still standing, though substantially altered in the 1980s when a second story was added.
[Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 779; Catherine Seiberling Pond interview]
46
Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 326-27, 344-46, 779.The mills were sold at auction by his heirs. See Historical Background for
a description of the mill yard at Sewell’s death in 1826.
47
1884, 1900, 1914 town inventories.
48
1908 Town Register; town inventories; Peter Sawyer interview.
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6. Annett Manufacturing Company Boiler House & Engine House, ca.1906.
Two contributing buildings & five non-contributing buildings (due to age).
Photo #11, 12, 13, 39, 40
This five-acre parcel contains seven industrial buildings and the foundations of others—all associated
with the various industries located at the site over a period of approximately 250 years. The oldest two
of the extant buildings were built by Annett Manufacturing Company, while the others were erected by
Monadnock Forest Products. The former was known for its nest boxes and other woodenware and was a
source of employment for many living in Squantum during its 100-year presence in Squantum. The
latter, which produced pine paneling, was in Squantum for approximately twenty-eight years.
6a. Annett Manufacturing Company Boiler House & Engine House, ca.1906. Contributing building.
This is the most significant of the structures which remain on the site. It is a one-story, small, 5x4-bay
brick structure sited close to Prescott Road, at the northwest tip of the common.
It has a flat roof, segmentally arched openings with granite sills, and a corbeled cornice. Window
openings contain only replacement storm sash. The rear has a fully exposed basement level with two
wide openings that share a granite lintel, but are partially filled in to accommodate two multi-paneled
overhead doors (originally horse bays).
A high retaining wall constructed of a mix of field boulders and split granite block extends west of the
building, wrapping around the corner of the lot. It appears to be the remains of an earlier structure.
History: This was the boiler house and engine house that served Annett Manufacturing Company after
an earlier boiler house located within a wood-frame structure exploded on May 25, 1906. The subject
structure is thought to stand on the site of the grist mill built ca. 1840.49 It is one of only two buildings
to survive the 1966 fire that destroyed the company’s plant. The company’s horses were housed in the
lower level.
6b. Shop, ca. 1920-30s. Contributing building.
This is the only other pre-1960 building on the site. It is a lengthy, one-story, gabled-roof, wood-frame
structure on a poured-concrete foundation. A one-story extension is appended on the north wall.
History: The structure appears in a pre-1940 photograph, but its function is unknown. It is one of only
two buildings to survive the 1966 fire that destroyed the company’s plant.
6c-6e. Kilns, 1970s-80s. Non-contributing buildings (due to age).
These are rectangular, flat-roof structures. Building #6e was the first kiln built by Monadnock Forest
Products (1980s) and is said to have arrived from Germany. It has concrete-block walls, with aluminum
panels cladding the front (north) elevation. Shortly thereafter, #6c was built by American WoodDryers
Inc, of Portland, Oregon, as indicated by a plaque on the building. It is clad in aluminum panels, with
flush aluminum doors on the front (south) wall marked “Kiln 1,” “Kiln 2” and so forth. Portals along the
eave have hinged panels for venting purposes. #6d was the last to be built, sometime after 1980. Like
#6e, it has concrete-block walls; aluminum panels once clad the front elevation, but were removed and
replaced with corrugated metal.
History: These three kilns were built by Monadnock Forest Products to dry wood for their paneling.50

49
50

Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 357.
Gwen Niskala and Ronald LaBonte interviews.
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6f. Storage (?),1970s. Non-contributing buildings (due to age).
This low-pitched-roof structure has standing-seam metal siding and a poured concrete foundation. It is a
large, warehouse-type structure.
History: This building was built by Monadnock Forest Products.
6g. Storage or Planing (?), ca. late 1960s-1970s/1990s. Non-contributing buildings (due to age).
This is a gabled-roof building erected in two sections: the southern portion, which is enclosed, dates
from ca. 1970, while the open, northern section was erected some twenty years later. It has standingseam metal siding and a poured concrete foundation.
History: This building was built by Monadnock Forest Products.
7. Monadnock Forest Products-New England Wood Pellet, 1970s/ca. 2007. 415 Squantum Road.
Non-contributing buildings (due to age).
Photo #14, 15
Description & History: This lot was part of the Annett Box Company property and later passed to
Monadnock Forest Products. The two metal buildings in the rear of the lot, which are separated by a tall
metal smokestack, were erected by Monadnock Forest Products and were part of its heating plant.51 The
large industrial building and office close by the road was recently constructed for New England Wood
Pellet’s operations.
8. Bridge under Squantum Road, 1935. Contributing structure.
Photo #16
This fieldstone bridge with a single-arch span provides vehicular traffic with the means to cross Mill
Brook. Its stones are mortared, and the arch is constructed of granite block. Atop the fieldstone walls is a
capstone of granite blocks.
The structure is one of four arched masonry bridges in Jaffrey. It is listed in the NH Department of
Transportation masonry bridge inventory as No. 204/048.
History: A rudimentary crossing over Mill Brook was probably in this general location as early as the
mid-18th century, as Squantum Road, the Old Boston Post Road, dates back to that time. The current
bridge was erected by the town in 1935. The builder was S.H. Austin, who was paid $3,268 for his
work.52 Careful thought was apparently put into its construction, as the more typical type of bridge
design at this time was a simple, concrete structure. Its masonry arch form complements both its setting
and continues Jaffrey’s tradition of masonry arched bridge design.
9. Nathan Hunt-Lyman Stratton Farm, 385 Squantum Road, ca. 1792. Contributing buildings.
Photo #17, 18, 19
This property is a laterally sited connected farm complex, consisting of a main house, shed, barn and
horse stalls/chicken coop. A separate garage is also on the property, situated north of the farm buildings.
51
52

CCRD Plan 2/156A; Gwen Niskala interview.
Jaffrey Annual Town Report, 1935; NH Department of Transportation bridge design files.
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The house is a 2 ½ story, 5x2-bay, side-gabled building that rests on a granite foundation. The chimney
is centrally placed on the ridge. Its walls are sided with clapboards; windows have 6/6 sash. The trim
reflects mid-19th century Greek Revival details, including paneled pilasters and wide frieze board. The
main entrance also exhibits Greek Revival detailing, with similar paneled pilasters, a broad frieze and
heavily molded cornice. A two-story porch (ca. 1930s) is appended to the north gable end, linking the
main house to the one-story shed.
The shed, which was recently clad with wood shingles, features two wagon entrances of unequal size,
each with transoms and early hinged, double-leaf doors.
At the north end of the shed stands the front-gable barn (ca. mid-19th century). It is sided with
clapboards and rests on a granite foundation. The wagon entrance is centrally positioned, accessed via a
dirt ramp, and contains sliding doors with a transom above. Visible windows have a mix of 12/12 sash
(gable peak) and 6/6. Inside the barn are tie-ups for twelve cows.53
The barn connects to a two-story, side-gable, clapboard-sided horse barn (built ca. 1890s) with regularly
sized window openings containing 6/6 sash on the first level and farm smaller openings on the upper
level with six-pane lights. In the center bay, there is a wide doorway with a loading door above. This
structure was erected by the Strattons to house horses used in their livery business; at least part of it has
also been used as a chicken coop.54
The garage is a former pigeon house, converted to a tractor shed ca. 1988. It once connected to a set of
glass greenhouses erected by the Grummons for use in their produce growing.
The property is surrounded by extensive open fields and, in the rear, woodland. Although now in
separate ownership, the land is protected through a conservation easement.
History: Ephraim Hunt settled here in 1774, after selling Jonathan Hopkinson’s house (see #2) and the
mills in the village, which he acquired in 1768. This property belonged to his brothers, John and Simon.
Hunt passed it to Simon’s son, Nathan, when he moved to Rindge in 1791. Nathan Hunt (1760-1853)
and his wife, Abigail (d. 1842) probably replaced the farmhouse with the existing one shortly thereafter;
they resided here for the rest of their lives. Until the Third New Hampshire Turnpike opened in 1801,
the couple operated a tavern here, taking full advantage of the travel along this major stage route.55
In 1866, Lyman C. Stratton (1825-1904) purchased the farm from Adeline H. Lovejoy. He was a
grandson of Ebenezer Stratton, who had owned at least part of the land in the 1770s (see #3). At the time
of the younger Stratton’s purchase, the farm consisted of two parcels, one with 50 acres and another
with 30. Lyman’s unmarried son Frederick A. (b. 1869) acquired the farm from his father, retaining it
until 1946. Frederick operated a livery and trucking business based in Jaffrey and Gardner.56 After the
arrival of the automobile, he retired to the 86-acre farm, where, in 1934, he ran a “high grade dairy
enterprise.” The 1922 town inventory lists twenty horses, two mules, seven cows and one neat stock, as
53

Peter Sawyer interview
Hengen & Grenier, 1996; Peter Sawyer & Catherine Seiberling Pond (Grummon grand-daughter) interviews.
55
Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 422.
56
Fred Stratton was a witness in the Dean Murder trial, having driven someone the night of the murder. [Catherine Seiberling
Pond interview]
54
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well as a number of vehicles. He also owned a tenement. By then the farm included 81 acres on the
north side of the road and another 14 on the south. 57
In 1946, Robert (b. 1910) and Louise Truslow (b. 1910) Grummon of Radburn, New Jersey assumed
ownership. The Grummons wanted to have a farm to raise their four, then six, children in a rural
environment, post-World War II, and were part of the suburban flight of post-war back-to-the-landers.
Throughout the 1950s and into the early 1960s, they raised Toulouse geese for urban markets (the
derivation of its late 20th century name), had a large produce operation and roadside market and raised
greenhouse flowers and plants, all while active in civic leadership. In the 1960s, Louise began to teach
French in the local high school, having been attracted by Jaffrey’s large French-Canadian population.58
The Grummons’ daughter, Louise ("Pat"), lived on the property from 1974 until 2005, when she sold it
to the Virginia Pond Trust (maintained by her son-in-law). The property was soon subdivided, with the
buildings and a few acres selling in 2006 to Matt and Jessica Garabrandt. The remaining farmland was
put into conservation easement. The fourteen acres across the road was sold to the Town of Jaffrey for
water/acquifer access.59
10. Mary Wright House, 366 Squantum Road, ca. 1905. Contributing building.
Photo #20
Located at western edge of the district, this property is a vernacular, 1 ½ story, high-posted, side-gabled
roof house with a steep wall gable on both the front (north) and rear elevations. The building sits on a
brick foundation. Two corbeled brick chimneys project from the ridge, one at the west end and one offcenter to the east. Walls are covered with vinyl siding, and windows have replacement vinyl sash. The
front entrance is located in the western bay of the three-bay facade. A second entrance, now with two
doors suggesting the residence is now a two-family house, is found on the south gable end.
History: In 1905, Mary H.E. Wright purchased land from her uncle, Charles Lyman Stratton (son of
Lyman C. Stratton, who owned the Hunt Farm (#9) across the road). Miss Wright was a single woman
from Jaffrey, who built the house and owned it until 1919. For many years, it was in the Austin family,
including Seymour H. Austin (a Selectman for twenty-two years) and Annie Austin from whom William
F. and Waty Austin Taylor acquired it in 1941. The Taylors, who lived next door at 380 Squantum Road
(#12), subdivided the land, putting the house onto the existing ½-acre lot, and sold it to Charles L.
Stratton in 1946.60
11. 374 Squantum Road, 2006. Non-contributing building.
Photo #21
This one-story house is set far back from the road. It has a cross-gabled roof and a lower extension on
the south side. It was built on a lot that was originally part of the Prescott-Morse House (#12), from
which it was subdivided in 1977.61
57

Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 782-83; Book/page 284/112 (1866), 333/508 (1903), 519/313 (1946).
Lehtinen, 1971: 429-30; Catherine Seiberling Pond interview.
59
Another small parcel on nearby Sherwin Hill (south of the farm in Rindge) was sold to the Society for Protection of New
Hampshire Forests.
60
Book/page 339/394 (1905), 404/326 (1922), 417/432 (1925), 491/90 (1941), 524/137 (1946). This second Charles L.
Stratton is probably the son of the 1905 owner of the lot.)
61
CCRD Plan Book 40/42B (1977).
58
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12. Eldad A. Prescott-Henry F. Morse House, 380 Squantum Road, ca. 1840s. Contributing
building.
Photo #22
Sited at right angles to the road to face east, this is a mid-19th century house with a wing and attached
horse barn. The house, a 1 ½ story, 5x3 bay, knee-wall-frame, side-gabled building, rests on a granite
foundation. A center brick chimney is positioned forward of the ridge, and another at the rear junction of
the main house and wing. Walls are sided with clapboards and trimmed with corner pilasters and frieze
board; the cornice returns at the gable ends. Windows have flat casings with corner blocks; sash is
historic 6/6. The main entrance, which is centrally positioned on the front elevation, features Greek
Revival detailing, including distinctive full-length sidelights, a fluted surround with corner blocks and a
raised panel over the doorway; the front door, with its two full-length, vertical panels, is Greek Revival
in character.
The wing appears to have been recently rebuilt. It is 1 ½ stories, though the upper level is low in height
and lit by a diminutive window on the east elevation. Windows have new sash, and the fenestration has
been altered in places.
The 19th c. barn, attached to the south gable end of the wing, is unusual in its form in that it was
designed as a two-bay English barn, with a wagon entrance in the north bay. The wagon bay features a
multi-light transom above. Clapboards side the front (east) wall, vertical sheathing the north, board and
batten siding the south, and wooden shingles the west. The structure sits on a stone foundation.
Granite fence posts are strung along the road frontage.
History: Although a plaque on the house states a construction date of ca. 1829, both the exterior physical
appearance and general research suggest it was built in the 1840s. The dwelling does appear on the
oldest historic map, published in 1850. At that time, it was the home of Eldad A. Prescott (1817-1865),
the son of Eldad Prescott who worked with his brother, John A., in the Squantum mill. A deaf-mute
from birth, the younger Eldad learned the trade of cabinet maker and owned a shop in the village on the
north side of Mill Brook, just behind his house. There, he made coffins, secretaries and other furniture.
In 1843, he married Frances P. Hammond (1819-1853), and in 1855 Mrs. Sarah Greenleaf Smith (b.
1831); both were also deaf-mutes. Between the two women, there were eight children. The oldest son,
Charles E., worked in the Squantum mills for many years.62
By 1880, Jaffrey native Henry Frederick Morse (1837-1924), who was employed in the Squantum mills
for many years, and his wife, Elizabeth Hunt (d. 1891), owned the property.63 Thomas Annett purchased
the homestead from Morse, turning it over to Annett Manufacturing Company with his industrial
holdings when that firm was incorporated in 1896. It was likely occupied by an upper-level manager at
the mills. 64

62

Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 617; 1850 & 1858 maps.
Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 541-42; 1880 town inventory.
64
Book/page 311/313 (2/19/1896), 471/172 (12/21/1936).
63
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In 1940, Annett Manufacturing Company sold it to William F. Taylor, a tradesman who, with his wife
Waty Austin, lived there for many years. Waty Taylor sold the property to the current owner, after
subdividing a small parcel to the west in 1977, where 374 Squantum Road now stands.65
13. Charles & Virginia Fish House, 432 Squantum Road, ca. 1925-30. Contributing building.
Photo #23
Sited above the road and well-screened from it, this is a 1 ½ story, side-gabled bungalow on a concreteblock foundation. The roof has a shallow pitch to create deep gable ends. Three gabled dormers are
found on the south slope. Walls are clad with clapboards and trimmed with flat boards. The primary
feature of the facade is the inset porch with square posts that rest on a fieldstone parapet.
History: Charles Fish, who erected this dwelling ca. 1925-30, was a shop manager at the Annett Box
Company; he resided here until his death (sometime between 1948 and 1956). Fish likely purchased the
lot from the company, which retained the land to the rear. By 1956 Stanton and Virginia H. Burgess
resided here, remaining at least until1980.66
14. 440 Squantum Road, ca. 1970s/ca. 2007. Non-contributing building (due to age).
Photo #24, 31
Description & History: This property has always been associated with local industries. The Annett Box
Company owned this property in the late 19th century and until it closed in the 1960s; during that latter
period, there were a number of small camps at which workers lived. Circa 1925, a house lot was carved
out close by the road, and 432 Squantum (#13) was constructed. After the remaining property was
acquired by Monadnock Forest Products, the westerly metal building was built. The easterly metal
building was constructed by Belletete, the current owner.67
15. 442 Squantum Road, ca. 1826-30/1870s. Contributing building.
Photo #25, 26, 31, 41, 42
The westernmost of six early 19th century dwellings on the south side of the common, this property’s
appearance reflects major alterations and/or enlargement ca. 1870s—and may even entirely date from
that later period.68 It is a 2 ½ story, gable-front, 3x3-bay, sidehall building with a 19th century 1 ½ -story,
offset kneewall-framed ell. It rests on a granite foundation and walls are clad with clapboards, trimmed
with plain pilasters and flat casings; the molded cornice returns at the facade gable end. Windows have
historic 2/2 sash, and the main entrance features a doorhood supported by a chamfered bracket. The
roofline of the ell appears to have been raised to create a full two stories.
Two additional buildings occupy the site: a small ca. 1930s cottage with original 3 (vertical)/1 and 4/1
window sash and a fully exposed basement level; and a lengthy shed.

65

1444/514, 486/551 (1940). Plan Book 40, p. 42B (1977). Waty Taylor lived here after her husband died until she was
ninety-nine years old; she was particularly renown for her pie baking. [Gwen Niskala interview]
66
CCRD Plan 2/156A; town inventories; Gwen Niskala interview. Given the similar names, Virginia H. Burgess may have
been Charles Fish’s widow.
67
CCRD Plan 2/156A; Gwen Niskala interview.
68
An interior analysis may help in understanding the origins of the house.
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Immediately southeast of the house is a small cottage erected ca. 1930s. It has a gable roof, clapboard
siding, and window sash with original 3 (vertical)/1 and 4/1 window sash. The north-facing entry is
within an enclosed gabled portico. The cottage is a contributing structure. See photograph #41
Behind the cottage stands a shed built in 1968. It consists of a gabled center section, used for storage,
flanked by gabled wings, built to house chickens and rabbits. The center section is clad with vertical
plywood and the wings with clapboard. The shed is a non-contributing structure due to age.
History: John A. Prescott likely erected some part of this dwelling for workers at his mills between 1826
and 1830. Historic maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side of the road, overlooking the
common. It appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to Burleigh French and William
Emerson, these houses were part of the transaction.69 The building apparently remained as part of the
industrial holdings, by 1892 passing to Thomas Annett, who was then owner of the mills. It was used as
a boarding house well into the 20th century.
In 1952 it was purchased by Albert Joseph LaBonte, in whose family it remains.70
16. Prescott Mill Worker House -Moors House, 446 Squantum Road, ca. 1826-30 (or as early as
ca. 1780?). Contributing building.
Photo #27, 28, 29, 30, 31
The largest of six early 19th century dwellings on the south side of the common, this is a 2 ½ story, sidegabled, three-bay dwelling with a (rebuilt) center chimney. It has a granite foundation and clapboardsided walls, with the exception of the exposed west gable peak which has ca. 1960s scalloped vertical
siding. Sash is late 19th century 2/2 on the first story and replacement 1/1 on the second, placed in
reduced openings. A 1 ½ story wing extends to the west; the front (north) wall has a mix of historic and
altered fenestration; a brick chimney rises from the ridge.
Attached to the west gable end of the wing is a three-bay timber-frame barn. The wagon entrance has a
rolling door flanked by a six-light window and surmounted by a partial, multi-light transom light. The
structure is sided with clapboards; a shed-roof addition extends along the rear elevation.
A large, two-story addition with garage bays on the first story and paired windows above is attached to
the east gable end of the house; it was built ca. 1960. The house also has a full-length, one-story addition
on the rear from the same era.
History: John A. Prescott likely erected this dwelling for workers at his mills between 1826 and 1830.
Historic maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side of the road, overlooking the
common.71

69

According to owner Ronald LaBonte, the house was built in the 1770s, though its current appearance points to a ca. 1870s
construction date. However, since a building appears on this site as early as 1850, it may have at least in part been erected by
John A. Prescott, together with the other dwellings on the south side of the common. A thorough interior investigation might
clarify its original construction date.
70
Ronald LaBonte interview.
71
1850 & 1858 maps.
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It appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to Burleigh French and William Emerson,
these houses were part of the transaction; William Emerson occupied this house while he was involved
with the mills.72
At some point, probably ca. 1852 when the mill ownership was in transition, the house was sold to a
private party. By 1858, James Newell (1821-1901) lived here. Married to Elizabeth Wheeler (d. 1886),
Newell was a sawyer and miller in Squantum for many years, before moving to Sharon ca. 1860.73 In
1862, Abner Moors arrived in Squantum, perhaps purchasing this property at that time. Moors’ two
sons, William H. (1846-1926) and Herbert F. (1850-1912), both worked in the mills and lived on the
property in 1892. William began his employment in 1862 and continued until a month before his death
sixty-four years later. Herbert worked in the box shop nearly fifty years.74
In 1952 the property was purchased by Albert Joseph LaBonte, in whose family it remains.75
17. Prescott Mill Worker Cottage, 450 Squantum Road, ca. 1826-30. Contributing building.
Photo #31, 32
This is the westernmost of four smaller workers’ dwellings in a row on the south side of the common.
Like the others, it is a 1 ½ story, side-gabled roof house resting on a granite foundation. It has a centered
chimney positioned on the ridge. Walls are clad with clapboards; trim is limited to plain corner boards
and frieze board. Sash is historic 6/6. The main entrance is centrally located in the three-bay facade
which features a vertical-board storm door and four-light transom above. A lean-to extension is found
along the rear. (Without an interior inspection, it is unknown whether it is integral to the original
building.) A one-story, three-bay,19th c. wing on a stone foundation extends to the west. It has a ridge
chimney and windows with 6/6 sash.
History: John A. Prescott erected this dwelling for workers at his mills between 1826 and 1830. Historic
maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side of the road, overlooking the common. It
appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to Burleigh French and William Emerson,
these houses were part of the transaction.76
At some point, probably ca. 1852 when the mill ownership was in transition, the house was sold to a
private party. The owner in 1858 was Jacob Newell (b. 1823), brother of James who resided next door
(#16). In 1875, it passed from H.H. Jaquith to Rosira Wheeler. Five years later, she sold it to Emille
Emery. The 1892 map indicates Mrs. J. Wheeler was the owner at that time. In 1930, Annett Box
Company took the opportunity to purchase the property at auction, reselling it two years later to James
B. Perry, President of Annett Box Company.77
18. Prescott Mill Worker Cottage-George W. Benjamin House, 458 Squantum Road, ca. 1826-30.
Contributing building.
Photo #33, 34
72

This is substantiated by the fact that Emerson occupied one of the dwellings (#16) and French another (#18).
Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 550.
74
Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 539; 1892 map.
75
Ronald LaBonte interview.
76
This is substantiated by the fact that Emerson occupied one of the cottages (#16) and French another (#18).
77
1858 & 1892 maps; Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 550; Book/page 252/55 (3/8/1875), 265/415 (3/19/1880), 454/115 (1932).
73
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This is one of four similar worker’s dwellings in a row, fronting on the common. Like the others, it is a 1
½ story, side-gabled roof house resting on a granite foundation. The basement level is fully exposed on
the west side; the exterior wall is brick, punctured by both a doorway and a window. (An early deed
describes this as a “cellar kitchen.”)78 Two corbeled, brick chimneys are located forward of the ridge,
offset to either side from the centered entrance; they may have replaced an original center chimney.
Walls are clad with clapboards; trim is limited to plain corner boards and frieze board. Sash is
replacement 1/1. The front entrance has a infilled transom over the door.
A gable-front garage-barn that appears to date from the mid-late 20th century sits slightly southwest of
the house. A garage door occupies the gable front.
History: John A. Prescott erected this dwelling for workers at his mills between 1826 and 1830. Historic
maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side of the road, overlooking the common. It
appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to Burleigh French and William Emerson,
these houses were part of the transaction.79
Burleigh French (b. 1805) occupied this house until he sold his share in the mills in 1839. As the new
partner, Emerson Hale, lived in Rindge, it is likely he lived here. After his death in 1851, the dwelling
was split off from the industrial holdings and sold to George W. Benjamin of New Ipswich, who owned
it, apparently using it as a summer house until 1882, when it sold to William B. Robbins.80 Robbins
(1841-1927) was a box maker; his widow, Anna M. Emory (b. 1847), was still living here in 1932.81
19. Prescott Mill Worker Cottage, 462 Squantum Road, ca. 1826-30. Contributing building.
Photo # 35, 36
This is one of four similar worker’s dwellings in a row, fronting on the common. Like the others, it is a 1
½ story, side-gabled roof house resting on a granite foundation. A brick center chimney projects from
the ridge. Walls are covered with clapboards. Though the dwelling maintains its historic form and
massing, it has undergone alterations to fenestration (enlarged window openings on the facade),
replacement of sash and door, and perhaps a shift of the front entrance to its off-center position. All of
these alterations appear to date from the 1960-70s.
A ca. mid-20th century fieldstone retaining wall runs along the driveway, wrapping around to the south
at the road. The front steps at the entrance are also made of fieldstone.
A mid-20th century two-bay garage stands west of the house.
History: John A. Prescott erected this dwelling for workers at his mills between 1826 and 1830. Historic
maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side of the road, overlooking the common. It
appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to Burleigh French and William Emerson,
these houses were part of the transaction.82
78

Book 130/212 (10/8/1836). This is John A. Prescott’s deed to French and Emerson, the new owners of the mill property.
The deed also makes reference to a workshop and barn on the property.
79
This is substantiated by the fact that Emerson occupied one of the cottages (#16) and French another (#18).
80
Annett and Lehtinen, 1937: 355-58; Book 177/390 (11/17/1852), 273/257 (1882).
81
Town Register, 1908; Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 656-57.
82
This is substantiated by the fact that Emerson occupied one of the cottages (#16) and French another (#18).
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At some point, probably ca. 1852 when the mill ownership was in transition, the house was sold to a
private party. The owner in 1858 was G. Kent, and in 1892 Charles B. Robbins (1845-1916). The latter
was employed as a box maker and was employed at Annett Box Company as a foreman for many years.
He married Elizabeth S. Prescott (d. 1894), the niece of John A. Prescott. Robbins lived here until
1915.83
20. Prescott Mill Worker Cottage, 466 Squantum Road, ca. 1830. Contributing building.
Photo #35, 37, 38
This is one of four similar worker’s dwellings in a row, fronting on the common. Like the others, it is a 1
½ story, side-gabled roof house resting on a granite foundation. Unlike the others in the row, however, it
has a knee-wall frame that is probably original, given the early sash in one gable. Furthermore, its 9x2
bay duplex form is highly distinctive within Squantum Village, as well as within the Town of Jaffrey.
The building has close-cropped eaves, clapboard siding and narrow corner boards. Windows have
replacement 4/4 sash, though early 12/12 sash are found in the west gable peak. The facade offers little
clues as to the interior floor plan: the two entrances are located in the third and sixth bays, and a brick
chimney rises from the ridge, one between the 1st and 2nd bay and the other between the 7th and 8th.
(Judging from these features, it is likely the west unit is four bays and the east unit five bays.) Each
entrance is capped with a four-light transom and has a rough, granite stoop.
History: John A. Prescott erected this dwelling for workers at his mills, but given its knee-wall frame, it
may be slightly later than the others. Historic maps indicate it was one of six in a row on the south side
of the road, overlooking the common. It appears that when Prescott sold his mill property in 1836 to
Burleigh French and William Emerson, these houses were part of the transaction.84
At some point, probably ca. 1852 when the mill ownership was in transition, the house was sold to a
private party. The owner in 1858 was Arad Adams (1812-77), a store keeper in Squantum Village for a
few years. William L. Sawyer and his wife Emily (?) resided here in the late 19th century.85
21a. Mill Pond, by 1850. Contributing site.
Photo #7, 43
Mill Pond, a small body of water fed by Mill Brook, is located on the east side of Prescott Road, in the
heart of the district. Its western edge, which abuts the road, is an earthen embankment. The pond’s
outlet, found at the northeast corner, is through a culvert (#21b).
History: Mill Pond appears on the district’s oldest map, drawn in 1850. It likely dates earlier, perhaps
created by John Adams Prescott when he developed the village, beginning in the late 1820s.
21b. Culvert under Prescott Road, ca. 1974-75. Non-contributing structure (due to age).
Photo #43, 44
The culvert, located at the northwest corner of Mill Pond, directs the flow of Mill Brook under Prescott
Road. The east side of the culvert has poured concrete upper and side walls. Just below the road bed
there is a mortared fieldstone retaining wall. The west side of the culvert is a metal pipe.
83

1858 & 1892 maps; Town Register, 1908; Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 657.
This is substantiated by the fact that Emerson occupied one of the cottages (#16) and French another (#18).
85
1858 & 1892 maps; Annett and Lehtinen, 1934: 10.
84
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History: The culvert most likely dates from Prescott Road’s most recent alignment, completed in 1975.
22. Dam, ca. 1970s. Non-contributing structure (due to age).
Photo #45
The dam, which controls the flow of Mill Brook, is located at the eastern edge of the district, on the
north side of Annett Road. It is a poured-concrete structure. (The dam is accessed through private land
and visible from the road only when the foliage is gone.)
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22.
Statement of Significance
Squantum Village is eligible for the National and State Registers under Criterion A as an excellent
example of a rural village whose industrial history spans a period of more than 250 years. Though its
first mill was probably erected in the early 1740s, it was not until 1763, a decade before the town was
incorporated, that continuous settlement and activity started.
The village’s current appearance reflects three primary periods of industrial activity: (1) 1825-36, when
John A. Prescott improved and built new mills (none extant) and erected up to seven dwellings,
including his house (at least six are extant), establishing the current character of the common area; (2)
1852-ca. 1966, when Annett Manufacturing/Box Company (and its predecessor) manufactured nest
boxes and other woodenware products; the company erected the brick boiler house and adjacent shop
and one of the family members erected a residence (all extant); and (3) ca. 1970-ca. 1998,when
Monadnock Forest Products Company produced pine paneling and erected most of the existing
industrial buildings.
23.
Periods(s) of Significance
1826 – 1959. The earlier date reflects the start of the period when John A. Prescott began his
construction campaign, erecting the oldest of the extant buildings. Although the two
farms in the district pre-date this date, they were not part of the village activity until after
Prescott arrived. The end date reflects the 50-year cut-off for the Register; since industrial
activity continued beyond that period, that date can be expected to change.
24.
Statement of Integrity
Squantum Village retains a high level of integrity, including location, design, materials, setting,
workmanship, feeling and association. The village is defined by a centrally positioned common,
overlooked by the mill yard, the Prescott-Annett House which was long occupied by mill owners and, on
the opposite side of the common, a row of early 19th century workers’ cottages, as well as another
Annett homestead. Additional historic dwellings and farms are strung out to the north and west along
Prescott and Squantum roads respectively; each of these has direct connections to the village’s industrial
history. Within the village core the only non-contributing buildings were erected for industrial purposes;
with time, they may well become contributing resources. Other non-contributing buildings are limited to
three residences, all located on the fringes of the district on land that was historically associated with it.
25.
Boundary Justification
The boundary was drawn to include all of the properties that are located within Squantum Village itself
and have historical associations with it. Although the name “Squantum” is used to describe a larger
portion of this southwest corner of Jaffrey—and further to the west there are mid-late 19th and early 20th
century dwellings that housed mill workers, the western boundary was established since beyond that last
property, development becomes less dense; there are a number of residences of recent construction; and
one has definitely left the village.
26.
Boundary Description
Starting at the southeast corner of the district, at the junction of Squantum and Annett Roads, the
boundary runs west along the Jaffrey-Rindge town line, turning north along the west lot lines of #12 (lot
242-3), 11 (242-3) and 10 (242-4), then north, west, north and east along the lot lines of #9 (242-57.3,
242-57.4 – the subdivided farmland) and #5 (257-13), crossing Prescott Road to follow the north lot
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lines of a vacant parcel (257-23, formerly part of #3) and #3 (257-24.8), then turning south and
southwest, following the lot lines of #3 and the western shore of the Black Reservoir and Mill Brook to
cross Squantum Road at the beginning point.
UTM references:
A: 19/255160/4741360
B: 19/256600/4742100
C: 19/256000/4741560
D: 19/255100/4742620
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Interviews:
Katie Forry (long-time resident of Squantum), April 2009
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28. Surveyor’s Evaluation
NR listed: district
individuals
within district
Integrity: yes
no

NR eligible:
district
not eligible

NR Criteria:

more info needed

If this Area Form is for a Historic District: # of primary contributing resources: 15
# of primary noncontributing resources: 5

A
B
C
D
E
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Photo 1 description: Asahel Annett House (#1), 476 Squantum Road
Direction: SW

Photo 2 description: John A. Prescott-Thomas Annett House (#2), 137 Prescott Road, showing facade
Direction: N
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Photo 3 description: John A. Prescott-Thomas Annett House (#2), showing main house, ell & carriage wing
Direction: NW

Photo 4 description: View looking W toward Squantum Village common, showing #1 & 20 at left and #2 at right.
Direction: W
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Photo 5 description: Gould-Garfield Farmhouse (#3a), 103 Prescott Road
Direction: NE

Photo 6 description: Gould-Garfield Farm: barn (#3b)
Direction: SE
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Photo 7 description: Looking N showing mill pond and Gould-Garfield Farm (#3) in distance
Direction: N

Photo 8 description: 83 Prescott Road (#4; non-contributing property)
Direction: SE
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Photo 9 description: 66 Prescott Road (#5; non-contributing property)
Direction: W

Photo 10 description: Looking SW at mill yard, from field of 66 Prescott Road (#5)
Direction: SW
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Photo 11 description: Annett Manufacturing Company Boiler House & Engine House (#6a) - facade
Direction: NW

Photo 12 description: Rear view of Annett Manufacturing Company Boiler House & Engine House (#6a). Other extant
Annett building (shop (?); #6b) shown at right
Direction: E
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Photo 13 description: Buildings of Monadnock Forest Products, from left to right: 6f, 6g, 6e, 6d and 6c
Direction: W

Photo 14 description: New England Pellet Company (#7), 415 Squantum Road (non-contributing buildings)
Direction: NW
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Photo 15 description: New England Pellet Co. (#7), showing former heating plant of Monadnock Forest Products
Direction: W

Photo 16 description: Stone-arched bridge (#8) carrying Squantum Road over Mill Brook
Direction: NW
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Photo 17 description: View showing fields of Hunt-Stratton Farm (#9)
Direction: NW

Photo 18 description: Hunt-Stratton Farm (#9), 385 Squantum Road
Direction: N
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Photo 19 description: Hunt-Stratton Farm (#9), looking toward mill yard
Direction: NE

Photo 20 description: Mary Wright House (#10), 366 Squantum Road
Direction: SW

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources

AREA FORM JAF-SV

Page 45

AREA NAME: SQUANTUM VILLAGE

Photo 21 description: 374 Squantum Road (#11; non-contributing property)
Direction: NE

Photo 22 description: Eldad Prescott-Henry Morse House (#12), 380 Squantum Road
Direction: SW
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Photo 23 description: Charles & Virginia Fish House (#13), 432 Squantum Road
Direction: SW

Photo 24 description: 440 Squantum Road (#14; non-contributing property)
Direction: SW
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Photo 25 description: 442 Squantum Road (#15), showing main house & ell
Direction: SE

Photo 26 description: 442 Squantum Road (#15), showing main house & ca. 1930s cottage
Direction: S
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Photo 27 description: View looking toward common, showing 446 Squantum Road (#16) at right & Prescott-Annett
House (#2) at left Direction: E

Photo 28 description: Prescott Mill Worker House -Moors House (#16), 446 Squantum Road
Direction: SW
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Photo 29 description: Prescott Mill Worker House -Moors House (#16): main house, ell & barn
Direction: SW

Photo 30 description: Prescott Mill Worker House -Moors House (#16): detail of barn facade
Direction: S

New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources

AREA FORM JAF-SV

Page 50

AREA NAME: SQUANTUM VILLAGE

Photo 31 description: View of mill workers housing, from left to right: #14, 15 & 16
Direction: SW

Photo 32 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage (#17), 450 Squantum Road
Direction: SW
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Photo 33 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage-George W. Benjamin House (#18), 458 Squantum Road
Direction: SW

Photo 34 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage-George W. Benjamin House (#18): cellar kitchen entry
Direction: SE
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Photo 35 description: Squantum Common, showing Prescott-Annett House (#2) at left & #1, 20 & 19 at right
Direction: E

Photo 36 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage, 462 Squantum Road
Direction: SW
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Photo 37 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage (#20), 466 Squantum Road
Direction: SE

Photo 38 description: Prescott Mill Worker Cottage (#20), detail of facade
Direction: S
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Photo 39 description: Annett Manufacturing Company Shop (#6b), east elevation
Direction: W

Photo 40 description: Annett Manufacturing Company Shop (#6b), west & north elevations
Direction: E
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Photo 41 description: 442 Squantum Road (#15), cottage
Direction: S

Photo 42 description: 442 Squantum Road (#15), shed
Direction: E
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Photo 43 description: Mill Pond, showing earthen embankment & culvert (#21a & b)
Direction: N

Photo 44 description: Culvert under Prescott Road (#21b)
Direction: NW
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Photo 45 description: Dam controlling flow of Mill Brook (#22)
Direction: NW
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