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“What is now known as The Buxton Family Association of America began with a family picnic at the 
home of Mary Buxton Parks (now Church) at Douglas, Massachusetts, in 1903. Those present were 
all descendants of Otis Buxton, son of Capt. James Buxton, a soldier of the American Revolution and 
a direct descendant of Anthony Buxton, a pioneer from England to America in 1637. This family 
picnic was so thoroughly enjoyed, that before we parted, another picnic plan was already under way for 
the following year. In 1904, the picnic was held at the Douglas Camp Ground with 30 attending. We 
expect to continue these gatherings as long as the name of Buxton continues.”

RAH! RAH! RAH! BUXTON! BUXTON! BUXTON!

Last year, the descendants of our pioneer Anthony Buxton, celebrated the Buxton Family Associaton’s 112th reunion 
held at the Buttonwood Grove Picnic Area in Middletown Springs, Vermont. Generously hosted by Sally Buxton Jones, 
we shared heritage with family, friends and also special guest Rachelle Chase (an author from Ottawa, Iowa). “Who 
would have ever thought that an old machinery graveyard would have evolved into a perfect picnic spot to host the 
BFA.” Thank you to all that attended (40+ in all) in expressing their pride and interest in honoring the name Buxton. 
Thank you, Sally !!!
	 Just to take note for those who were unable to attend the BFA 112th, hope to see you this year. A wealth of 
information was delivered at the Middletown Springs Historical Society. I would like to thank the Historical Society for 
taking the time to allow us to visit. While there, Rachelle Chase discussed her research on the Buxton’s in Iowa and how 
it led her to the Buxtons in Middletown Springs, Vermont. Also thank you to Barbara Buxton Boisse for her answers 
to all the questions asked in regards to genealogy. Barbara has been the Historian/Genealogist for the BFA since 1969. 
Thank you, Barbara !!!
	 This year in keeping our heritage alive we will be celebrating our 113th Annual Buxton Family Association reunion 
on August 4, 2018 at The Friends Quaker District (Meetinghouse, School House, Cemetery) in Henniker, New 
Hampshire (see directions below). Member Wayne Kilpatrick will share interesting facts and remembrances of early 
Buxton’s in the area. 
	 Please support your Association with your involvement, including as an officer. All offices are available each year, as 
are other opportunities. Soon to celebrate our 113th reunion speaks well of our worth, and the rewards are meaningful. 
Each year scholarships are awarded that continue to give our future generations an opportunity to move forward and 
prosper. These are defining moments and I am proud and honored to be a part of. 
	 Buxton’s have made history and memories to be shared and passed on from generation to generation. I ask you to 
please show your support by attending the reunion and enjoying moments with family and friends as was done at the 
home of Mary Buxton Church in 1903 and every year since.
	 Also note that the Town of Henniker is celebrating its 250th anniversary (Sestercentennial) on the same weekend 
as our reunion. When attending the Buxton Family Reunion, also enjoy some of the aniversary events. See https://www.
facebook.com/Hennikerattwohundredandfifty/
	 Thank you to all our current Executive Board members for their help throughout the year. It really takes a team 
effort. Thank you to Rob Stephenson for doing an amazing job each year on the BFA Newsletter. Thank you to Donna 
Munroe and the Scholarship Committee for all the hard work and dedication. Also thanks to Steve Higgins for his 
commitment to the Buxton Cemetery in Rhode Island.
	 Hope to see you in Henniker, New Hampshire this year. 

Brenda Buxton Stanley, President

Buxton motto:  Do It With Thy Might!

Edited & Produced by Robert B. Stephenson



M O R E  O N  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  R E U N I O N

The year’s Reunion will be at the historic Quaker Meetinghouse (1799) located at 529 Quaker Street, 

Henniker, New Hampshire. This is in a very quiet corner of the town. A few steps down the road is 

the Buxton Cemetery where you will find some Buxton graves. Standing closeby is an old one-room 

schoolhouse. It’s a very picturesque setting.  

Directions to the Meetinghouse From the center of Henniker, go south on Route 114 about .3 miles 

(past town hall and small green) and turn right onto Flanders Road. Go partway up the hill and take the 

first right, Gulf Road. Go about 1.5 miles to a four-way intersection and turn left onto Quaker Street. 

Follow to the top of the hill and start down the other side. The Meetinghouse is on the left, just after the 

unpaved road begins.

	 From the south, take Route 114 toward Henniker, turn left on Flanders Road at the Pat’s Peak sign, 

go 1.4 miles, turn left on Gulf Road and follow directions above.

	 For more information and a map go to http://neym.org/meetings/weare 

Those who gathered in Buttonwood Grove, Middletown Springs, VT, for the 2017 Reunion. Too many to identify and name. 



N E W  H A M P S H I R EQuaker

Meetinghouse

529 Quaker Street
Henniker

New Hampshire



Some of the Buxton 
headstones in the nearby 

Buxton Cemetery in 
Henniker, NH.



A  L O C A L  B U X T O N

Willis G. Buxton was born in the Quaker District 

of Henniker, New Hampshire, on August 22, 1856. 

He grew up in the Quaker District attending the 

local grade schools. The Quaker Meeting House 

was where he met most of his friends during his 

childhood years. He attended and graduated from 

the Clinton Grove Academy in Weare, the New 

London Academy and received his law degree from 

the Boston Law College in 1879.

	 Mr. Buxton had a very successful law practice in 

Penacook. He was an associate judge in Concord 

and a judge for many years in Boscawen. He was 

very involved in Boscawen, holding many important 

positions in the town. He was an author of several 

books on various subjects. Mr. Buxton’s entire life 

never deviated from the values of his early life and 

his Quaker upbringing in the Henniker Quaker 

District. ❦    –Wayne Kilpatrick    

S O M E T H I N G  A B O U T  H E N N I K E R

Henniker is a town in Merrimack County, New Hampshire. As of the 2010 census, the town had a total 
population of 4,836. Henniker is home to New England College and Pats Peak Ski Area. 
	 The main village of the town, where 1,747 people resided at the 2010 census, located along the 
Contoocook River at the junction of New Hampshire Route 114 with Old Concord Road. The town also 
includes the village of West Henniker.
	 It was first known as “Number Six” in a line of settlements running between the Merrimack and 
Connecticut rivers. In 1752, the Masonian Proprietors granted the land to Andrew Todd, who called 
it “Todd’s Town.” Settled in 1761 by James Peter, it was dubbed “New Marlborough” by others from 
Marlboro, Massachusetts. Incorporated in 1768 by Governor John Wentworth, the town was named 
for Sir John Henniker, a London merchant of leather and fur, with shipping interests in Boston and 
Portsmouth.
	 In the 19th century Henniker had a high rate of congenital deafness, and its own sign language, 
which may have played a significant role in the emergence of American Sign Language.
	 Various mills operated by water power on the Contoocook River, including a woolen factory. But 
mills in Henniker were closed in 1959 by the Hopkinton-Everett Lakes Flood Control Project.
	 The game of paintball originated in Henniker in 1981.

	 Among the notable people born in Henniker is Red Sox legend Ted Williams.❦    

		  –Adapted from Wikipedia 

Willis G. Buxton



M A R Y  B U X T O N  C H U R C H  E D U C A T I O N A L  F U N D
The Mary Buxton Church Educational Fund (MBCEF) Our scholarship recipients continue to make the most 
of their academic careers with the help of the Buxton Family Association’s scholarship program. This year I heard 
from Paul Putz. Paul applied for a scholarship in 2013 to help support his graduate studies in History at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas. He shared the following about the impact of his scholarship:   

The Buxton Family Association Scholarship gave me and my family a much-needed financial supplement in 2013-
14 when I left behind my job as a high school teacher and enrolled in graduate school. I will be graduating in 
August 2018 with a PhD, and I am so thankful for having that extra financial help.

Paul just defended his dissertation and has plans to teach history at Messiah College in Pennsylvania this fall.
	 We had another interesting group of applicants for our 2017 awards. They were:

• Megan N. Burkey - Tallahassee Community College, Florida. Associates Degree, International Relations.
•	 Brynne S. Goldberg - Adams State University, Colorado. Masters Degree, Mental Health and School Counseling.
Each applicant received a $1,000 scholarship.

	 With these two awards, the Mary Buxton Church Scholarship program has helped one hundred and twenty 
one ancestors of Anthony Buxton, ‘ The Pioneer.’
	 Please be part of the program and donate to ensure we are able to continue this 39-year tradition. 
	 The Fund total now exceeds $196,000. Won’t you help to keep this wonderful program growing by making 
a donation? For further information, contact the Chairperson: Donna Buxton Munroe, 24 Pond View Road, 
Bolton, CT 06043. E-mail: ❦	

THE BUXTON CEMETERY
This family cemetery is located on the southwest side 
of Rt 146a in North Smithfield, Rhode Island. There 
are quite a few Buxtons resting here, the best known 
of them being Capt. James Buxton (1745-1817), a 
soldier of the Revolution. He served at Valley Forge 
and Saratoga and for his heroism was deeded 300 acres 
by the Continental Congress. His house still stands on 
what is now Buxton Street a few hundred feet from his 
final resting place. Cemetery Chair Steve Higgins keeps 
an eye on things: “I went to the cemetery on Friday. We 
had several strong nor’easters this winter and there are 
some good-sized branches down that I will take care of 
with my chain saw. The gravestones look good and the 

cemetery is still being mowed regularly, either by the Leclairs or Peter Emerick. If they ever stop mowing, I will do it. 
There are some invasives (oriental bittersweet) and poison ivy along the back wall, so I will remove and/or spray them. 
The veterans had flags on their stones, so all appears to be in order.” ❦

Y O U R  C U R R E N T  O F F I C E R S
Brenda Buxton Stanley, President
51 Guelphwood Road
Southbridge, MA 01550-1363

Richard Buxton, Vice President 
P. O. Box 71
Orwell, VT 05760-0071

Joyce Buxton Blythe, Treasurer
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311

Barbara Buxton Boisse, Secretary 
31 Fletcher Drive
North Fort Myers, FL 33903-3881

 

Donna Buxton Munroe, Scholarship Chair
24 Pond View Road
Bolton, CT 06043-7557

Steve Higgins, Cemetery Chair
19 Lisa Ann Circle
Greenville, RI 02828-1822



BUXTON FAMILY ASSOCIATION

The Members of the Buxton Family Association—or more accurately, those on the current mailing list—
include those below. All were mailed this Newsletter. If you would like to suggest other Buxtons to be 
included, send their names, mailing addresses and e-addresses to Robert Stephenson (rob@rs41.org).

Marcia Bailey • Karla Barrows • Joy & Art Bliss • Joyce Buxton Blythe • Barbara Buxton Boisse • Donna 

Bourque • Jennifer Bourque • Robert Bourque • Barbara Buxton Bradney • Patrice Buxton Bruce • 

Aldon Buxton • Ann Buxton • Anthony Buxton • Brian Buxton • C. Allen Buxton • Catrina Buxton • 

Charles Buxton (New Hampshire) • Charles Buxton (Illinois) • Colburn & Richard Buxton • Deborah 

& David Buxton • Dwight & Karen Buxton • Elizabeth Buxton • Janet Buxton • John Buxton (Indiana) 

John Buxton (Florida) • Ken Buxton • Kevin Buxton • Linda Buxton • Margaret A. Buxton • Michael 

Buxton Mindy Buxton • Ray Buxton, Jr. • Richard Buxton • Robert Buxton (Oregon) • Robert Buxton 

(New Hampshire) • Scott Buxton • Skip Buxton • Steve & Kathy Buxton • Susan Buxton • Thomas 

Buxton William Buxton (Oklahome) • William Buxton (New Hampshire) • Rachelle Chase • John & Avis 

Child Samuel Child • Tim Clear • Sharon Cohen • Jane Cullen • Mary Lou Dumbleton • Kyle Ellis • Peter 

B. Emerick • Owen Esquelle • Walter Esty • Bruce Frazier • Jacob Gansert • Norman Gansert  Robert 

Gilbane • Deborah Buxton Goldberg • Joanna Buxton Gormley • Mary Louise Greeley • Joseph Harker 

Virginia Buxton Henry • Duncan Higgins • Jeff Higgins • Stephen Higgins • Craig Hlady • Anne Johns  

Leon & Sally Buxton Jones • Fred Kester • Wayne & Marcia Kilpatrick • Toni Kinney • Karen Lewis 

Wendy Mayhew • Dave Maze • James Morgan • Donna Buxton Munroe • Robert Munroe • Claire 

Niederwerfer • Dora O’Brien • Ian O’Brien • Kelly Parker & Family • Alice Buxton Preece • Donna 

Pronko • Hannah Putz • Leah Putz • Robert Putz • Elizabeth Quitkin • Frances Rollinson • Jennifer 

Rollinson • June Rowland • Judy Rust • Leslie Simpson • Shawn Simpson • Jodi Buxton Smeltzer  

Robert Spiers • Brenda Buxton Stanley • Christopher Stephenson • John Buxton Stephenson • Robert B. 

Stephenson • Cassandra Susemihi • Beatrice Sutton • Marcina Thacker • Diane & Weber Torres • Frank 

Troiano • Katie Vaflegas • Mary Lou Waite • Kelly Watkins • Lloyd Wilson • Vivian Zaruba ❦

The following mailings were bounced back from last year’s mailing with no forwarding addresses given. 
If you know of new addresses for these, please let Robert Stephenson know (rob@rs41.org): 

Fred Butler, Sr. • Gene Buxton • Mark Buxton • Cheyenne Parker • Robert Rowland • Charles Spaugh ❦



Buxton Family Association
c/o Joyce Buxton Blythe
426 Hedgehog Mountain Road
Deering, NH 03244-6311
_______________________

Return Service Requested

TO:

113th Annual Buxton Family Association Reunion
Saturday, August 4, 2018, 10 am onward for meet & greet. 
Quaker Meeting House 529 Quaker Street, Henniker, NH. 

Association meeting at 11 am. Lunch beginning at Noon (Sandwich items will be provided but feel 
free to bring something to share. Also bring your favorite beverage.) Questions? Call Joyce.

❏ 	 I/we plan to attend. Number of adults & children 12 or older at $15: _______ Children under 12 (free):______

❏	 I/we would like to made a donation to the Mary Buxton Church Educational Fund 	 $__________

❏	 I/we would like to made a donation to the Buxton Family Association General Fund 	 $__________

❏	 I/we enclose a check made out to the “Buxton Family Association” for a total of: 	 $__________

❏	 I am/we are not able to make it this year but keep me/us on the mailing list. 	               

		
	               Name:	 ______________________________________________________________________________

	            Address:	 ______________________________________________________________________________

		  ______________________________________________________________________________

	        Telephone:	 _________________________            E-mail address:  ______________________________

	

Quaker Meetinghouse
Henniker, NH

➔ 	Please complete this form and return it to Joyce Buxton Blythe, 426 Hedgehog Mountain Road, Deering, NH 	
	 03244 no later than July 28th. If you miss this date, not to worry! Call Joyce at (603) 464-2770.

FIRST CLASS


