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B Buxton Family Association By-Laws
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Article I: Title:
The organization shall be known as the Buxton Family Association of America.

Promote friendship among the Buxton descendants.
Learn more about our forebears.
Update family records.
Encourage and assist the education of Buxtons by providing modest scholarships, Promote appreciation
of our family and country heritage. ,
Assist in the preservation of natural historical sites of interest to the Buxton Family.
Article lll: Membership:
Any person with an interest in the history of the Buxton family may become member.
A voting member is defined as any member 16 years or older.
The Secretary will maintain an updated membership list.
Article IV: Meetings
A BFA Reunion meeting will be held annually in the month of August unless voted otherwise at the
meeting prior to the next meeting.
Arrangements of location and time (after receiving suggestions from members) will be made by the
Executive Committee.
A notice will be sent by the Secretary 45 days prior to the meetin&.
Meetings may be called by the chair of a particular committee for the purpose of carrying on business of
that committee.
The Association adopts Robert’s Rules of Order as the basic guide for all meetings and procedures
described in these by-laws.
Article V: rum
A quorum at all BFA meetings consists of a majority of the voting members present.
Article VI. Officers and Their Duties:
Officers:
At each annual meeting, the Association will elect the following 4 officers -~ President,
Vice President, Corresponding/Recording Secretary (combined into one position), and Treasurer.
Officers must be BFA members.
Officers will serve for a term of one year. However, upon the approval-prior to the motion to accept the
slate of officers, an officer's term may be extended.

Duties:
President:
Provide leadership
Preside over the annual meeting.
Serve as chairman of the Executive Committee.
Approve all acts, orders, and proceedings of the BFA.
Make available, and present at annual meeting, records of ExCom meetings.
Be authorized to sign checks drawn on BFA accounts.
Recgive, disp:erse, and account for all funds received.
Vice President:
Serve in the president’s absence, assuming all presidential duties.
Act as ex-officio member of Educational Committee representing the ExCom.
Edit the BFA newsletter and coordinate distribution with Secretary.
Serve as Parliamentarian.
Treasurer:

Receive, disperse, and account for all BFA Funds.

Keep official financial records (including both income and expenditures) of both the BFA General Fund. -
and cgwe BFA Education Fund in separate accounts in accordance with generally accepted accounting
practices.

Present report of these records at annual meeting, ExCom meetings, and at request of any member.

Report to the Education Committee, funds available for scholarship distribution within five days of the

ose of the fiscal year.
Make financial records available to Auditing Committee when auditing is requested.




Secretary (Corresponding/Recording):
Record minutes of annual and executive meetings and make them available unless they contain matters
which involve personal issues or those protected by law. .
Send notice of annual meeting 45 days prior to the meeting.
Keep official records of BFA.
Maintain list of BFA members.
Maintain and respond to all BFA correspondence.
Maintain all BFA family records and scrapbooks.
Make all genealogical information available to the Historian/Genealogist.
Article VIL:: ittee i i Ad Hoc i
their

Executive Committee: i
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary under the leadership of the President.
Meets periodically for the purpose of planning, overseeing, approving and providing directions for all
BFA business including making annual appointments to the Standing Committees, Ad Hoc
Committees, Appointed Positions and other committees deemed necessary for operation of BFa,
making arrangements for the annual meeting and preparing an agenda of business for same (these
to be submitted to Secretary for distribution with the annual meeting notice.)
tandin: mmittees: Histori metery and Education
Appointed members will serve for as long as they are willing and able.
Each committee, will elect its own chairperson.
The number of members on a committee recommended by these by-laws may be altered at the
discretion of the EXecutive Committee.
Description and Duties of Historic Cemetery and Education Committees
istori e ittee:

istori 5

Any member of the BFA interested in the maintenance of the Buxton Historical Cemetery in N.
Smithfield, R.I.

Education Committee:
Three members including a former scholarship recipient , when possible, and the Vice President
Sx-officio, representing the Ex. Com. for the purpose of administrating the Scholarship
rogram.

To ggersee the distribution, receiving, and screening of scholarship applications and to
recommend eligible recipients, then present selected candidates at the annual meeting for
membership approval.

Ad Hoc Committees:
Any committee appointed temporarily for a specific purpose.
Auditing and Nominating Ad Hoc Committees:
Auditing: Committee: Three members, preferably with some financial background, appointed
when, at an annual meeting, an audit has been voted to be performed.

e

Nominatin mmittee:
Three members including the Past Pres., serving as chair -- To submit to the Secretary, a
proposed slate of officers for election at annual meeting .
Appointed Position:
Historian/Genealogist:
Any member interested and knowledgeable of the genealogy of Buxtons to be responsible for
researching and updating all BFA historical records,
He/she will be the BFA resource person for genealogical inquiries.
He/she will maintain permanent genealogical records.
Article VIIi:_Financial:
BFA will periodically solicit funds for use in the General Fund to cover routine expenses incurred in the
operation of the BFA and the for the Education Fund.
The EIQUC?stion Fund: The yearly interest to be distributed to qualified membership approved
applicants. » ‘
Fiscal Year: July 1 to June 30 unless otherwise voted at the annual meeting. No BFA member may
charge expenses to any BFA accounts unless authorized by the ExCom.
All disbursements of funds shall require approval of the President and Treasurer.
President and Treasurer are authorized to sign checks drawn on BFA funds.
All BFA funds are subject to audit when such action has ben voted upon at an annual meeting.




Article IX: Motions and Votes:

Each member 16 years and older, can cast only one vote in any situation.
The President will vote only in case of a tie.
At the request of any member, a secret/paper ballot vote will be taken. These votes will be counted by
two members appointed by the President.
The Secretary will record the results of all votes in the minutes of that meeting.
A “vote” is defined as a simple majority vote of the voting members present.
Article X: Procedures and Amendments:
The BFA by-laws may be amended at an annual meeting (or at a special meeting called for that purpose)
by a majority of voting members present.
Notice will be given at least 45 days in advance of such meeting(s).
All proposed amendments must be submitted to the Executive Committee in writing.
Al" by-larv amerf)dmen;:sAas voted become effective at the time of their passage.
Article XI: Di tion {
The BFA may dissolve by vote of a majority of voting members present at an annual meeting.
Any and all funds of record at this time will be donated to a not-for-profit organization with the same
general purpose.
The organization to which the funds will be donated will be selected by a simple majority vote of the
voting members present taken prior to the vote for dissolution.
These bylaws specifically prohibit any other method for dissolution of the BFA.

At the 106th Annual Meeting of the Buxton Family Association held on Aug.,6, 2011, in Slatersville, R.1., all
the above were approved, except ARTICLE XI , “Dissolution of the BFA “ . It was restated and approved
ti read:

“The Buxton Family Association may be dissolved by a vote of 2/3 of the voting members present at an

annual meeting” e , N )
RATIONALEFOR CHANGES TO REVISED BY-LAWS

As you look over the suggested Revised BFA By-Laws, it might appear quite different than the present ones.
There are very few changes, however. For the most part, itis a reorganization of the present information,
elimination of duplicate information,and restating information for clarity. The few suggested new amendments
are needed to meet the BFA needs of today.

Suggested Changes:
Art ] Title and Il Purpose No change.
Art Ill Me ip:
Deleting “may become member by submitting letter of interest to ExCom”. The present might
discourage membership.
Dekl-:tte “update the membership list 45 days prior to annual meeting”. The list will now be updated
continuously.
“Voting member” is described in first line of Article IX “Motions and Votes”.
Eliminate Membership retention -- member no longer needs to keep in contact with BFA during a 5
3/§:=3ar'pel(i/odM The organization needs to keep in'contact will all Buxtons.
rticle eeting:
The Aug. date may be changed at annual meeting thus eliminating a by-law revision if this present date
needs to be changed.
E!)elete “announcement of annual Keating (will include) report of Nominating Committee. Not being done
presently.
Revised Roberts’ Rules of Order retained but states "will govern all meetings” thus eliminating duplication
t}\wroughout document.
rt y: ngr um:

Delete “consists of 10% of voting members” to “ at all BFA meetings, a majority of members present”
There would never be a meeting where there would be 10%of members present previous. Added “of all
BFQ/ lmeetlngs. Thl%_h has not been defined elsewhere. It pertains to all times when BFA business is conducted.
_ This Article has been renamed “Officers and Duties” from just “Officers” - eliminating Article Vil “Duties
g.omoers"’ and incorporating it here. ~ For clarity of information, keeping the officer and their duties together in
is one place.
A separate article has been created Article VI “ExCom, Standing Committees and Appointed Position
and Their Duties”,  Information from Articles VI, VI, and Vil have been now placed in these newly named



articles appropriately. §
ice of Secretary replaces both the corresponding and recording secretary. Due to declining ‘
participating members s
Delete “any member may serve for max. 2 consecutive terms” Changed to “on approval of vote at
annual meeting, an officer is eligible to be reelected for an extended term.” Due to declining membership
Delete “Office of President and Treasurer may not be held by member of same family”. Due to declining
membership. This has been done previously without a problem.
Duties of Officers:
Pres.: Change authenticate by signature to “Approve all act, orders...” To simplify the office but cover
the same purpose.
VP: -- Delete “Serve un-expired term of President” -- this is inferred elsewhere in article.
Treas: — “Stress the fact that the 2 funds General and MBCSF are 2 separate accounts.
Add “Make financial records available to Auditing Committee”. Auditing is now mentioned in the present

BLs put doesn’'t make any provisions for its functioning, etc. Sect:-- As described previously, the 2
secretarial positions and their duties have been combined. Due to declining membership.
Article VIl ExCom, Standi i nd Appointed Positions and Their Duties:

Explanation of change in name of this article given previously.

The recommended number on a committee “ may be changed at desecration of ExCom (if changes
needed. This can be done with out a BL change). Family Genealogist and Historian
changed to Historian/Genealogist -- a more logical coordination of responsibilities. With change in name, “An
Appointed Position” better describes the position.

At:diting Committee -- Added for the purpose of this function when voted to do so at annual meeting.
Article VIII Financial:

- Fisc:;ﬂ year may be changed by vote at annual meeting (If ever needed this could be changed without a
change.

Article IX Motions and Vote No Changes

Article X Procedures and Amendments

By-Laws may be amended by majority vote
Article Xl Dissolution of the BFA:

Vote to dissolve changed from two-thirds to majority



