
Douglas Camp Meetings 
 
 
Douglas is also home to the Douglas Camp Meetings. A camp meeting is a religious 
gathering that is often held in an open space with tents or dormitories that can last for 
several days. Camp meetings were popular in frontier America, due to the lack of 
religious communities, houses of worship and ordained ministers. As people often had 
to travel a distance for these gatherings, the gatherings usually lasted days and due to 
a lack of accommodations, the worshipers often camped out near the revival site. In 
the summer of 1875, the Town of Douglas was home to an interdenominational camp 
meeting, spearheaded by J.W. Coolidge, from the Congregational Church, and Luther 
Wing, from the Methodist Church. Along with members of the Protestant and 
Methodist churches, Baptists and Quakers also attended. The first meeting was held to 
promote holiness and the conversion of sinners. Based on the popularity and success 
of the event, it was decided to hold these meetings annually. Deacon George M. 
Morse, of Putnam, Connecticut, purchased lands for the meeting. A dining hall, offices 
and dormitories were erected for the use of the worshipers. To this day, Camp 
Meetings still take place at this location. 
Source: https://mysfpl.org/archive/historical-archive/2016-02/ 
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