


847th Meeting: 847th Meeting: On October 13, 2015 The Harvard Travellers Club welcomed Nils NavarroNils Navarro.

Nils Navarro: Nils Navarro: Cuba, the Queen of the Caribbean Cuba, the Queen of the Caribbean 

Nils is a lifelong citizen of Cuba and was never able to travel to the US. This is the first time he's been granted permission
to leave Cuba to visit the US with a reentry permit to go home. 

Take a magical flight over Cuba, the Queen of the Caribbean, its largest island, with more than 11,000,000 inhabitants.
The combination of distinctive geology, amazing landscapes and unique biodiversity make Cuba a natural paradise. Cuba
holds the highest level of biodiversity and endemism in the Antilles, and claims several records of the smallest animal on
earth. 

Cuban culture by its nature is a stew of influences: the Cuban indigenous civilization nearly disappeared with the arrival of
the Spanish, but its remnants, mixed with the Spanish and later with the enslaved Africans' religions and ways of life,
have created a current Cuban culture, rich in traditions and religions. 

Cuban architectural styles are as rich as the culture, from stunning structures, such as El Morro fortress and the National
Capitol building to the typical traditional farmer’s house, the bohio. Havana is a busy city with old cars (like a reality
museum,) friendly people. It is considered one of the safest places in the Caribbean and Latin-America. But at times
these attractions have been hidden behind old fashioned political points of views, keeping the island isolated. With the
new changes taking place between our two countries, this amazing country will emerge from the fog. 



848th Meeting: 848th Meeting: On November 10, 2015 The Harvard Travellers Club welcomed Polly MahoneyPolly Mahoney
& Kevin Slater& Kevin Slater.

Polly Mahoney & Kevin Slater: Polly Mahoney & Kevin Slater: Canoeing with the Cree Canoeing with the Cree 

Join Registered Master Maine Guides, Polly and Kevin of Mahoosuc Guide Service in western Maine as they share their
experiences working with and traveling by canoe with the Cree of northern Quebec. For 25 years Kevin and Polly have
been paddling on the remote lakes and rivers around the Cree villages of Ouje-Bougoumou and Misstassini. They will share
their adventures and knowledge of what they have learned from the Cree about “bush medicine”, setting fish nets,
making smoking racks to smoke freshly caught fish, carving Cree paddles with wood from the local boreal forest. Cree
couple David and Anna Bosum, whom they often work with, are exceptional people who share their vast knowledge of
their ancestral homeland. 

You will visit Ouje Bougoumou which is a unique village established in 1992 with recognition and support from the
Canadian government for the decades of forced relocations to these Native people. You will also visit the Cree village of
Mistassini on the shores of the largest lake in Quebec. This village of about 3500 people was first visited by Europeans in
1663 and a Hudson Bay post was established here in 1821. 



 

 

 

 

 

849th Meeting                                  2015-2016 Number 3 

 
December 8, 2015 

The third meeting of the season will be held in the Massachusetts Room of the Harvard Club on 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015.  Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m.  The price is $60 each for 
members and guests.  If you are coming to the dinner, please respond by the Friday before the 
meeting by NOON.  RSVP by email is preferred.  Reservations received after NOON on the 
Friday preceding the meeting may incur a $10 late fee.  Members and guests who fail to attend 
without cancelling their reservations prior to the above deadline will be liable for the dinner 
charge.  

               

Beyond Words: How Killer Whales, Elephants, and Wolves, Think and Feel   
Carl Safina 

 
The Safina Center, founded in 2003 by conservation pioneer Carl Safina, works uniquely 
through science, art and literature to inspire solutions and a deeper connection with nature.  In 
his 10-episode PBS TV series, Saving the Ocean, Carl takes viewers around the globe to bring 
back good news from the world's oceans.  His work has been recognized with MacArthur, Pew 
and Guggenheim Fellowships and countless awards for his writing.  Weaving decades of 
worldwide travel observations of free-living creatures with new discoveries about brain 
functioning, Carl's presentation for us will breach many commonly held boundaries between 
humans and other animals.  
 
He spent time working with researchers who’ve spent decades studying particular families of 
wild elephants, wolves, and killer whales. He got to know these free-living creatures as 
individuals, along with their children and grandchildren. In this talk he tells us of amazing 
strategies and judgment calls these actual wild creatures have made to ensure their families’ 
survival in times of crisis. 
 
He will show that animals think and feel a lot like people do;  their lives and their minds aren’t 
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really too different from ours; they know who their friends are, and they know who their enemies 
are. They have ambitions for status, and their lives follow the arc of a career. Relationships 
define them, as relationships define us. 

Please RSVP to  
tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org 

 

 

Club News 

 

CELEBRATING OUR 850th MEETING 

 

The January 12 meeting is our 850th, and we will be celebrating with a special speaker, a 

special dinner, and a special memento by which to remember the occasion. The speaker is 
Wendy Booker…… Accomplished Mountaineer, Adventurer and Explorer  
She climbed six of the seven summits; made two attempts at Everest; ran twelve 
marathons and embarked to the North and South Poles, all after her diagnosis with MS. 

Her feats have been featured on CBS Sunday Morning, Late Night with Craig Ferguson, 
and in the N Y Times, Chicago Tribune and the Financial Times. 

mailto:tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJiAwqOgzcgCFcEcPgodnlgO-A&url=http://www.kaplaninternational.com/blog/fun-facts-birthday-celebrations/&psig=AFQjCNHlzwtwbMU2lzYT6M-voLWe3tkzfA&ust=1445299998404208
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She will take us to the South Pole on a cross country ski trek and to the North Pole by 
dogsled and ski expedition. 

 The dinner is a re-creation of that served at the 72nd meeting, on December 12, 1911, at the 
Exchange Club in Boston, where Theodore Roosevelt described his then just-completed East 
African safari. Hors d’oeuvres will be served during the cocktail hour. A special memento of the 
occasion will be provided to all Members who attend the meeting. 
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849th Meeting: 849th Meeting: On December 8, 2015 The Harvard Travellers Club welcomed Carl SafinaCarl Safina.

Carl Safina: Carl Safina: Beyond Words: How Killer Whales, Elephants and Wolves Think and Feel Beyond Words: How Killer Whales, Elephants and Wolves Think and Feel 

The Safina Center, founded in 2003 by conservation pioneer Carl Safina, works uniquely through science, art and
literature to inspire solutions and a deeper connection with nature. In his 10-episode PBS TV series, Saving the Ocean,
Carl takes viewers around the globe to bring back good news from the world's oceans. His work has been recognized with
MacArthur, Pew and Guggenheim Fellowships and countless awards for his writing. Weaving decades of worldwide travel
observations of free-living creatures with new discoveries about brain functioning, Carl's presentation for us will breach
many commonly held boundaries between humans and other animals. 

He spent time working with researchers who’ve spent decades studying particular families of wild elephants, wolves, and
killer whales. He got to know these free-living creatures as individuals, along with their children and grandchildren. In this
talk he tells us of amazing strategies and judgment calls these actual wild creatures have made to ensure their families’
survival in times of crisis. 

He will show that animals think and feel a lot like people do; their lives and their minds aren’t really too different from
ours; they know who their friends are, and they know who their enemies are. They have ambitions for status, and their
lives follow the arc of a career. Relationships define them, as relationships define us. 



 

 

850th Meeting                                  2015-2016 Number 4 

 
January 12, 2016 

The fourth meeting of the season will be held in the Massachusetts Room of the Harvard Club 
on Tuesday, January 12, 2016.  Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m.  The price is $65 each for 
members and guests will be $70.  If you are coming to the dinner, please respond by the Friday 
before the meeting by NOON.  RSVP by email is preferred.  Reservations received after NOON 
on the Friday preceding the meeting may incur a $10 late fee.  Members and guests who fail to 
attend without cancelling their reservations prior to the above deadline will be liable for the 
dinner charge.  
 

Please RSVP to tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org 

                

Come Celebrate Our 850th Meeting 

mailto:tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJiAwqOgzcgCFcEcPgodnlgO-A&url=http://www.kaplaninternational.com/blog/fun-facts-birthday-celebrations/&psig=AFQjCNHlzwtwbMU2lzYT6M-voLWe3tkzfA&ust=1445299998404208


 2 

January 12, 2016January 12, 2016 

            

        90 Degrees Latitude and Longitude…Incredible! 

 The Speaker will be Wendy Booker 
 Accomplished Mountaineer, Adventurer and Explorer  

 She climbed six of the seven summits; made two attempts at 
Everest; ran twelve marathons and embarked to the North and 

South Poles, all after her diagnosis with MS. 

Her feats have been featured on CBS Sunday Morning, Late 
Night with Craig Ferguson, and in the N Y Times, Chicago 

Tribune and the Financial Times. 

She will take us to the South Pole on a cross country ski trek 
and to the North Pole by dogsled and ski expedition. 

 

Not only will we be celebrating with a special speaker, but also a special 
dinner, and a special memento by which to remember the occasion.  The 
dinner is a re-creation of that served at the 72nd meeting, on December 
12, 1911, at the Exchange Club in Boston, where Theodore Roosevelt 
described his then just-completed East African safari. Hors d’oeuvres will 
be served during the cocktail hour. A special memento of the occasion will 
be provided to all Members who attend the meeting. Extras will be 
available for purchase. 
 

Please RSVP to tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org 

 

mailto:tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org




 

       
 

 
 
 
 

851st Meeting Number 5 
 
 

2015-2016 
 

The fifth meeting, of the season, will be held in the Massachusetts Room of the 

Harvard Club on Tuesday, February, 9 2016.  Cocktails will be served at 6:00   

p.m.  The price is $60 each for members and guests.  If you are coming to the dinner, 
please respond by the Friday before the meeting by NOON.  RSVP by email is 
preferred.  Reservations received after NOON on the Friday preceding the meeting 
may incur a $10 late fee.  Members and guests who fail to attend without cancelling 
their reservations prior to the above deadline will be liable for the dinner charge. 

 

Annual Members Night Presentations 
 

The following presentations will be made each lasting about twelve minutes: 
 
Madelon Bures & Diane Wenckebach Moroccan Adventure 
 

We explore the cities and along the route of the Kasbahs to experience the 
cultures that have shaped this beautiful and exotic land 
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Edward Wendell   Seeking Tibet 
 

Tibet is changing rapidly as China's modernization reaches far and wide.  A trip 
to Tibetan parts of China yields some surprises. 

 

               

 

 Jennifer Craig:  Wild Mongolia: In Search of the Snow Leopard 

 A 4WD “trek” through the vast plains and rugged foothills of the Altai 
mountains in north-western Mongolia in search of the elusive snow 
leopard.  Sweeping landscapes and colourful encounters with the nomadic 
descendants of Genghis Khan made this an unforgettable adventure! 
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Susan Holcombe  Walking the 1842 British Retreat from Kabul 

The British fled a dangerous Kabul in 1842; we traced their steps 135 years 
later.  Unlike the British we survived, but met other hazards. 

           
     

Please RSVP to tamara@harvardtravellersclub.org  
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852nd Meeting                                  2015-2016 Number 6 

 

March 8, 2016 

The sixth meeting of the season will be held in the Massachusetts Room of the Harvard Club on 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016.  Cocktails will be served at 6:00 p.m.  The price is $60 each for 
members and guests.  If you are coming to the dinner, please respond by the Friday before the 
meeting by NOON.  RSVP by email is preferred.  Reservations received after NOON on the 
Friday preceding the meeting may incur a $10 late fee.  Members and guests who fail to attend 
without cancelling their reservations prior to the above deadline will be liable for the dinner 
charge.  

                        

Cochin, Goa and Diu--The Past Hidden in Plain Sight  
 Contesting Sacred Space in Portuguese Colonial India -- 

Professors Timothy Walker & Daniela Melo 
 

Goa lives in the imagination of many travellers as a destination for beaches, excellent 
gastronomy, and the susegad way of life.  This presentation will highlight an alternative vision of 
Goa, one that focuses on the evolution of its multilayered cultural and religious traditions. As 
complements and counterpoints, Tim and Daniela  will at times discuss and show photographs 
from two other Portuguese colonial sites, Cochin and Diu.  

Once the jewel of the Catholic crown in Asia, Goan traditions are a unique mixture of Southern 
European and South Asian religious cultures. Portuguese colonial exploration and settlement in 
India during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries included a significant 
dimension of religious dissemination through determined evangelism. In Goa, like in Cochin and 
Diu, missionary orders and the Inquisition established Roman Catholic churches, chapels and 
shrines on sites previously occupied by Hindu temples or Muslim mosques. These last were 
themselves often constructed over pre-existing South Asian sacred spaces. These multiple 
layers of religious history are a window into Goa’s rich past and highlight its present cultural 
singularity.  

In two trips in 2009 and 2012, Tim and Daniela collected various photographic examples of 
assimilation, hybridization, and resistance to conversions of Hindu, Muslim, and Catholic sites. 
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