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Fundraising, publicity and community input on this project has not commenced mainly because of the expected 
project start date, fall of 2021. These efforts will begin when the Town has some positive indications from the 
Conservation License Plate grant program and LCHIP. For this specific application and for its LCHIP conterpart 
LCHIP counterpate we include those letters of support that could be obtained at this juncture of the project.

Project: Jaffrey Meetinghouse
Tower

To Whom It May Concern,						      June 07, 2020

The Jaffrey Historic Commission commends the Meeting House Committee and the Town of Jaffrey in 
their efforts in applying for a Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) grant; and a 
Mooseplate (Conservation License Plate) grant to assist in covering some of the costs of restoring the Tow-
er of our Old Jaffrey Center Meeting House.  

The Old Jaffrey Center Meeting House has been recognized in the Town History as Jaffrey’s
“dearest possession” and “has stood as the town’s most important building, historically, architecturally and 
symbolically”.

This project is fitting the mission of the Jaffrey Historic District Commission in helping to safeguard the 
heritage of Jaffrey Center by preserving its architectural history and helping preserve one of its finest trea-
sures for future generations. 

This proposal has the Commission’s full support.

Sincerely,

Ronald M. Reid, Chairman

E-mail: rclreid@gmail.com
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June 15, 2020

To whom it may concern,

The Jaffrey Center Village Improvement Society (JCVIS) enthusiastically supports the projects pro-
posed by the Meetinghouse Committee and the Town of Jaffrey to repair the Tower of the 1775 Meet-
inghouse.

The scope of these projects, focused entirely on the Tower which dates to 1822, is as follows:
1) Scaffold the entire Tower 
2) Repair and possibly replace portions of the deteriorated upper 

balustrade of the Bell stage 
3) Conserve and restore the four clock faces and re-gild the numerals, 

hands and digits on it 
4) Paint the entire Tower and the western façade of the Meetinghouse
5) Repair and in some cases replace the Tower flooring and stairs to

 insure safer access to the clock and bell and upper stages. The 
goal is to have the entire Tower, inside and out, brought to a high level.

The Jaffrey Center Village Improvement Society, founded 1906, has had a long involvement in the 
restoration and maintenance of the Meetinghouse dating back as far as 1922 when it worked with the 
Town to rehabilitate the building to its present state. Since then, the JCVIS has supported all efforts 
related to the Meetinghouse including the major restoration undertaken in 1991-1993, and more re-
cently putting a new roof on it.

The JCVIS is pleased to write a letter of support for the Meetinghouse Committee and the Town to 
proceed with funding efforts for the Meetinghouse Tower project which is expected to be completed 
by the fall of 2021.

Sincerely,
Susan T. Campbell, President, JCVIS
On behalf of the Board of Directors: Ken Campbell, Sam Greene, Sam Hackler, Bruce Hill, Mary Ley, 
Peter Russell, Tom Schiele, Rick Stein
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NH Division of Historical Resources
PO Box 2043
Concord, NH 03302

To Whom it may Concern:
The Jaffrey Conservation Commission avidly supports the Jaffrey Meetinghouse Committee’s application for 
Grants to repair and replace portions of our Historic Meetinghouse Bell Tower.  Jaffrey’s meetinghouse has 
been a focus of our community events and activities including the Amos Fortune Forum, Our Fourth of July 
Celebration, Musical events, Weddings, and Conservation Commission educational lectures on topics ranging 
from Black Bears to Caterpillars. 
Our Meetinghouse is a living symbol of all that we cherish in Jaffrey. The conservation and restoration of the 
Bell Tower is essential for future preservation and use of the Meetinghouse. Please help us preserve this beau-
tiful functional historic symbol.
It is with enthusiasm that the Jaffrey Conservation Commission supports this application.
Respectfully submitted,

 
Carolyn D Garretson, Chair  
Jaffrey Conservation Commission
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The Amos Fortune Forum
P.O. Box 153

Jaffrey, N.H. 03452
Amosfortune.com

June 15, 2020

NH Division of Historical Resources
PO Box 2043
Concord, NH 03302

Re:  Conservation License Plant Grants

To Whom it May Concern:

The Amos Fortune Forum strongly supports the application of the Town of Jaffrey for a “Mooseplate” grant to 
assist our community in its efforts to restore the tower of the Jaffrey Meetinghouse.

The Jaffrey Meetinghouse, built in 1775, is not only an historical treasure, but is a building that still works hard to 
bring together all people of the Jaffrey community and the wider Monadnock region.

The Amos Fortune Forum is an annual lecture series that is held over 7 Friday evenings during the summer.   
The Forum has been holding its lectures at the Meetinghouse since the summer of 1945.  Attendance at the 
events averages about 100 people.   This summer, due to the dangers presented by COVID-19, the Forum Com-
mittee felt it had to cancel the series.  We chose not to present our speakers on line, largely because, as we said in 
a letter to our mailing list, “The Committee believes that the Amos Fortune Forum is more than the experience 
of listening to an excellent presenter.  It is also a gathering of the Monadnock community to meet in person and 
to engage in face to face, meaningful dialogue.  The gathering together on a warm summer evening to enjoy the 
beauty of a classic New England village in our magnificent Meetinghouse is integral to the Forum experience.”

We need our Meetinghouse to be restored and safe for our Forum to continue into its next 75 years.

Sincerely,

Nancy Beiter, Co-Chair


