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The JhS AnnuAl OuTing is back, and this year will bring us to nearby Swanzey. The outing will be 
Sunday, OctOber 24th, starting at 2 pm in Swanzey (1:15 pm in Jaffrey).
 Swanzey was originally chartered by the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1733 as “Lower 
Ashuelot.” Despite a promising start, the young town was abandoned in 1747 during King 
George’s War—and the village was burned by the Abenaki shortly thereafter. In 1753 the town 
was re-charted by the New Hampshire colony as “Swanzey,”  probably due to some connection 
with Swansea, Massachusetts.

Off to Swanzey!

 As in Jaffrey, the growth of water-powered 
textile mills in the 19th century caused the 
population center of Swanzey to shift. As Jaffrey’s 
center moved east to the Contoocook River in East 
Jaffrey, Swanzey’s moved west to West Swanzey on 
the Ashuelot River. Swanzey became famous for 
the Homestead Woolen Mills in West Swanzey, and 
the Lane Bucket factory in East Swanzey.
 Perhaps the most famous resident of Swanzey, 
Denman Thompson, lived in West Swanzey. 
Thompson became one of the most prominent 
vaudeville troupers of the late 19th century and his 
play “The Old Homestead” was performed yearly 
at Swanzey’s Potash Bowl until just a few years ago.
 Today Swanzey boasts five villages: Swanzey 
Center, East Swanzey, West Swanzey, North 
Swanzey, and Westport. It also is home to four 
picturesque and historic covered bridges!

carpOOling

If you would like to pick up a map of directions—
also on the last two pages of this Newsletter—
and/or carpool, please be at the Civic 
Center parking area no later than 1:15 
pm. Parking in all of the Swanzey 
locations is somewhat 
limited. Please carpool if at 
all possible. 
 To get to the Swanzey 
Historical Museum, take 
Route 101 into Keene and 
then take Route 10 South at 

the large roundabout near Wal-Mart. The Museum 
is approximately 4.5 miles south, on the left, at 720 
West Swanzey Road (Route 10).

the tOur 
Our tour will begin promptly at 2 pm at the Swanzey 
hiStOrical MuSeuM [1] on Route 10 in West 
Swanzey.  Swanzey Historical Museum members 
will be on hand on each of the three floors (yes, 
three floors!) of this museum. Around 2:45 pm we 
will drive less than a mile away to whitcOMb hall 
[2] in downtown West Swanzey (parking is limited!) 
to look around this historic community hall that 
was just lovingly renovated over the past few years. 
We may even get to go up into the steeple to look 
at the historic—and still hand-wound—1916 town 
clock.
 Weather permitting, around 3:30 pm we will 
drive about 3 miles over to Swanzey Center. Parking 
at the former Carpenter House on Simeneau Lane 
off Route 32 (across from Monadnock Regional 
High School), we can look around the historic 

center of Swanzey, Meetinghouse Hill. 
We can also walk through the MOunt 

caeSar ceMetery [3], Swanzey’s 
old colonial burying ground 
that predates even Jaffrey’s 
own burying ground.
 Our tour should end 
around 4-4:15 pm.
 Please note: We will 
only see one of Swanzey’s 



covered bridges on our tour; but if you would like 
to see any of the others, consult the map we have 
created, available at the Civic Center on the day of 
the tour. One bridge is easy to get to on the way to 
the museum, and another is easy to get to on the 
way to Troy. 

the dinner

Following our tour of Swanzey the group will 
retreat to eaSt hill FarM [4] on Monadnock 
Street (Troy Road to us in Jaffrey) in Troy for 
socializing from 4:30 to 5:00 pm. A family-style 
dinner with roast beef and stuffed chicken breast 
and all the fixings will follow.
 The cost is $28 (tax and tip included) per person. 

If you prefer, you need not attend the dinner in 
order to participate in the tour. Reservations with 
us must be made in advance, and need to be sent 
to Karen Ayers (kbanh43@yahoo.com) ASAp or by 
Thursday October 14 at the very latest.
 Please make your dinner check payable to the 
Jaffrey Historical Society. It can be delivered to 
the Jaffrey Civic Center or brought with you to 
the outing. ❦                         —Peter Lambert

We hope to see you all on October 24th in Swanzey!

• See the maps on the last two pages.  Also, for more 
on Swanzey go to http://www.rs41.org/jhs/Oct2021.pdf

Whitcomb Hall in West Swanzey. ❦

Mt. Caesar Cemetery, another stop on our tour. ❦

The Swanzey Historical Museum, the first stop on our Swanzey tour. Started 
by a gift to the Town of Swanzey in 1984 from Charlie Hanrahan, the Swanzey 
Historical Museum opened to the public in 1987. Its collections include books, 
papers, photographs, newspaper clippings, Town Reports, bibles, quilts, signs and 
much more. ❦

Fire apparatus at the Swanzey Historical Museum. ❦



A Map of Swanzey showing some of the sites on the Autumn Outing. (Peter Lambert)



A Map of Swanzey showing the route between West Swanzey & Swanzey Center. (Peter Lambert)
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