
REAR ADMIRAL THEODORE PHINNEY GREENE U.S.N. 

Theodore Phinney Greene was born in Montreal, Canada, on July 4th, 1809. His father died early 
and the boy was brought up by an uncle, Asa Greene, in Brattleboro, Vermont. 

In November, 1826, at the age of seventeen, he was appointed a midshipman in the United States 
Navy from Vermont, the appointment being signed by President John Quincy Adams. As 
midshipman, he served on the United States sloops “Warren” and “Ontario” and the frigate 
“Constitution” in the Mediterranean squadron from 1827-1832. Transferred to the sloop 
“Vincennes” in the Pacific Squadron, he served three more years during a cruise around the world 
as Passed Midshipman. In 1837 he was ordered to the Razee “Independence” as Acting Master, 
being promoted to a Lieutenantcy in 1838, while still aboard the “Independence” on duty off the 
coast of Brazil. Subsequent orders took him to the Receiving Ship at Boston and into the 
Mediterranean waters.  

During the Mexican War from 1846-1848,he served aboard the “Congress,” having command of 
the land forces at Mazatlan for six months, then on the “Cyane” of the home squadron, and from 
1854-1856 at the Navy Yard in Boston, where he was commissioned Commander. Subsequently, 
until 1860, he was Lighthouse Inspector in the First District, after which he was in command of 
the Navy Yard at Mare Island in the Pacific Coast until 1862. That same year he was promoted to 
the rank of Captain by President Lincoln, and given command of the “Santiago de Cuba” and the 
“San Jacinto.” While in charge of the latter, during the Civil War, he was left in command of the 
East Gulf Blockading Squadron. Later he was ordered to the “Richmond” of the West Gulf 
Squadron; and in 1865 he protected the Federal Troops, while they were being landed for the 
attack on Mobile.  

After the war Captain Greene was sent to the Navy Yard at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 
charge of ordnance, in 1866 and transferred to the command of the U.S. S. “Powhatan” of the 
Southern Pacific Squadron in 1867. That same year President Johnson advanced him to the rank 
of Commodore. From 1868-1871 the Commodore was made first in command at Pensacola Navy 
Yard, from which post he was retired on November 1st, 1871, after forty-five years of active 
service to his country. In 1876, by act of Congress, he was commissioned a Rear Admiral on the 
Retired List as of 1872, under the order of President U. S. Grant.  

On October 17, 1849, Theodore Phinney Greene married Mary Minot Ainsworth, born in Jaffrey, 
February 24th, 1822,the daughter of William and Mary Stearns Ainsworth. For several years after 
his marriage, he maintained a large home on Greene Street in Brattleboro, Vermont. In 1876 
Admiral Greene bought back into the family the Ainsworth farm property now in possession of 
his descendants. Here he made his summer home during the years of his retirement, living during 
the winter at Amherst, Massachusetts, Hartford, Connecticut, and Andover, Massachusetts, with 
his only surviving son, Frederick William Greene, during the latter's college, seminary and early 
pastorate days.  

After a long and distinguished career in the service of his country, Admiral Greene passed away 
at the Ainsworth Manse in Jaffrey, August 30th, 1887, and is buried beside his wife in the 



Ainsworth family lot in the old Jaffrey burying ground. On his gravestone his son caused to be 
inscribed this most appropriate inscription:  

“So he bringeth them unto their desired haven.” 

Mary Minot Ainsworth Greene, the Admiral's wife, came into possession of the old Ainsworth 
homestead, built by Reverend Laban Ainsworth in 1781, about 1860. Though she died in Andover 
on June 9th, 1890, the old Manse still serves as a summer home for members of the Greene 
family down to the present day, 1931.  

Source: Jaffrey Town History, Volume I, Pp. 633-35 

 
 


