
DAVIS (PETER) 
   

1. PETER DAVIS, ancestry untraced, is credited with a long 
Revolutionary service. (See Vol. I.) He came to Rindge, N. H., probably 
from Lunenburg, Mass., soon after the war, and on Aug. 28, 1783, he m. 
in Jaffrey, Hannah, dau. of John and Mary (Mackentire) Eaton. (See 
Eaton.) In the early part of 1786, with his wife and child Hannah, he was 
warned out of Fitchburg, Mass., and evidently accepted the warning and 
returned to Jaffrey where in like manner he met the constable who had 
orders from the selectmen to “warn out of town forthwith Peter Davis and 
Hannah his wife, and Hannah his, child who came to this town in March 
last.” Peter Davis is recorded as a clockmaker but little can be learned of 
his life in Jaffrey. His name does not appear continuously upon the tax 
list and it is probable that he was of the itinerant class and spent little 
time with his family. His wife and children apparently lived with the 
Eaton family near Contoocook Lake, where they owned land. Peter Davis 
was taxed from 1803 to 1808 and his name in the highway district 
records is grouped with those of the Eaton family. In 1808 his tax for two 
preceding years was abated by vote of the town, which may be accepted 
as evidence of sickness or of his death, of which no record has been 
found. Hannah (Eaton) Davis d. May 20, 1818, and is buried in the old 
graveyard at Jaffrey Center beside her daughter Hannah, and probably 
her husband. In 1823, Hannah Davis, “single woman,” sold to Benjamin 
Prescott, the lot of land at the north end of Contoocook Lake, now (1931) 
occupied by cottages of L. W. Davis, Edward Stratton and Marie Nichols, 
which probably came to her by inheritance, and after this time she lived 
in the village of East Jaffrey. Four children are named in Cutter’s History.  

2  I.  HANNAH, b. 1784; d. Nov. 29, 1863, a. 79. She was the famous band-  
  box maker of Jaffrey and a sketch of her life is given in Vol. I.  
3  II.  JONAS.  
4  III.  PETER.  
5  IV.  MARY, m., and lived in New Ipswich, N. H.  
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