O’Neil was assigned to the parish. Though his was a long pastorate, Fr. Furlong died in 1906 at the age of 44. On the
back of Fr. Furlong’s grave stone is the name of a more recent Pastor of St. Patrick Church, that of Rev. Richard Smith
(1929-2020) and his sister, Dorothy Anita Smith. Fr. Smith’s pastorate was one of the church’s longest. ❦

8

ROMOLO VANNI (1885-1954) was born in Italy. After moving to America he settled in Peterborough where
he ran a store. He moved to Jaffrey in 1910 to open a fruit store in the Mower Block. He later bought the
Durant house on the Square. He added a section to carry staple groceries as well as opening a moving picture
theater in the same building. He managed both enterprises until his death in 1954. His first wife, Lena,
continued the businesses for about a year, selling the building to Marty Dedo of Peterborough. The theater was left
intact but eventually closed. After a long hiatus the theater reopened in 2021 keeping the name Park Theatre. With his
first wife, Lena Rondina of Providence, Rhode Island, five children were born, Dorothea, Charles, Margherita, Edna
and Romolo John. Lena and Mary Elizabeth were born to second wife, Leonella Stanghellini. ❦
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FRED L. COURNOYER (1879-1954) came to Jaffrey from Greenville, New Hampshire, with his family when
he was eight years of age, moving into the River Street property still owned by the Cournoyer family. Soon after
high school he worked for the Goodnow Brothers store and later the business of Frank Baldwin, learning the
business career which he carried on during his life. He acquired the Bascom Building on Main Street where he
was engaged in the mercantile business. Fred served Jaffrey in several capacities, earning high respect from his fellow
citizens. He served on the Board of Selectmen for 12 years as well as the school board. He was also engaged as a funeral
director in Jaffrey, beginning a service which is now in its fifth generation. In 1903, Fred married Kathleen Power of
Scotland and together had six children, all of whom received an excellent education. ❦
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ARCHIE L. COLL (1911-1993) was born in Jaffrey and attended Jaffrey schools and graduated from Conant
High School in 1930. In 1933 he married Eva Sirois (1913-1996) also born in Jaffrey. In the fall of 1930
he and his father, Zoel, bought the former Pierce Farm at Pierce Crossing and together they converted the
former dairy farm to meet the needs of poultry farming, building large laying houses on the property. Not
only was he a successful poultry farmer, he was an entrepreneur and an inventor. In 1945 he acquired sole ownership
of the property and proceeded to develop the largest poultry business in the history of Jaffrey, with an ultimate capacity
of 30,000 hens. He built a new hatchery with the ability to hatch 24,000 chicks a week. In addition to his poultry
business, he worked many years with the Cheshire County Farm Bureau and was a director of the Monadnock Savings
Bank. Archie and Eva raised four children, Phillip, Archie, Richard and Betty. The family business continues today. ❦

11

MARGUERITE MORIN (1916-2003) was born in Jaffrey and attended local schools. She enlisted in the
Woman’s Army Corps in 1943. While in the Corps, Marguerite was a Platoon Officer, Chief, Captain,
Commanding Officer and Major. Her many duties included: supervision for the welfare, housing, morale,
discipline and counseling of hundreds of troops. She was considered among the most outstanding
company commanders to serve with. At the direction of the Secretary of the Army, the Army Commendation Medal
was awarded to Major Morin. In 1964, after more than twenty years of service she retired as Major and returned to
Jaffrey where she built a home on Erin Lane. ❦

12

ADELARD G. CARON (1907-1944) was born in Canada and moved to Jaffrey in 1915. In 1927 he
married Emelda Vachon (1907-1992), also born in Canada. He served in the Army during World War
II. PFC Caron was killed December 14, 1944, in Germany in The Battle of the Bulge. Adelard and
Emelda had four children, Pauline, Loretta, Norman and Shirley. Norman G. Caron, served in the Air
Force and was killed in a training accident in Roswell, Texas, in 1950 at the age of 20. Adelard and son Norman are
remembered for their service and sacrifice for their country. Adelard’s name is on the WW II monument at Humiston
Park and on the Gold Star Mother’s monument on the Jaffrey Common. In 1952, Emelda married Wilfred Parent
from Winchendon, Massachusetts. He also served in the Army. ❦

About St. Patrick Cemeter y
St. Patrick Cemetery is located on the south side of Route 202 across from Cheshire Pond,
bounded on the east by Hillcrest Road. The Reverend Patrick J. McEvoy, the founding pastor
of St. Patrick Parish, purchased a piece of land on August 9, 1890, from Arthur Blake for the
sum of $300. Over the next 75 years three other tracts of land were acquired. On March 10,
1942, the Town of Jaffrey conveyed to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Manchester a parcel of land
adjoining the present cemetery and the United Shoe Machinery Corporation. This land contained
approximately 1.6 acres and the cost was $10. The second tract was acquired from David Vinal in
1963. The final portion was acquired from the Town of Jaffrey for $50 in 1965. This triangular
piece of land, containing about one acre, brought the present size to approximately seven acres. ❦
							

—Adapted, in part, from Volume IV of the Town History.

The following people researched and composed this Walking Tour, acted as guides for those attending,
or otherwise assisted: Richard Boutwell, Marcie Manning, Cathy Proulx and Robert Stephenson.

St. Patrick Cemetery is located on Hillcrest Road close to its intersection with Peterborough Street (Rt. 202).

Produced and issued by the Jaffrey Historical Society and the Jaffrey Cemetery Committee.
Digitally printed by Savron Graphics. June 2022.

NOTE: This St. Patrick Cemetery Walking Tour is also available online at http://www.rs41.org/jhs/stpatricktour.pdf
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HOWARD O. WILLIAMS (1912-1988) was born in Manchester and came to Jaffrey around 1938 when he was
26. He came to work as a linesman with the Derry Electric Company, a predecessor of NH Public Service. Around
1945 he bought a house on Oak Street that remained his home until he died. He remained with PSNH for 40
years, retiring as an assistant manager. Howard served three three-year terms as a Jaffrey Selectman, recognized for
his far-sighted views of the needs of the town. After retirement he was employed part-time at the Recycling Center. Jeanne
Levesque Williams (1912-1970) was born in Derry and came to Jaffrey as Howard’s wife. She had studied piano, and in
the 1940s began offering lessons to the youngsters in the town. Jeanne also played the organ and for many summers was the
Organist at The Cathedral of the Pines. Three children were born to the couple, Howard O. Jr. ‘Buster,’ Jane and Joyce. ❦

2

FRANCIS LAFRENIERE (1928-1993) was also known as Fritz, was born in Jaffrey and graduated from
Conant High School in 1946. He attended Becker Junior College and Boston University. He was a Navy
veteran of World War II. Fritz met his wife Elizabeth Zangler from Yonkers, New York, while she was working
at Woodbound Inn. They married in 1950 and moved to the Schenectady area for fourteen years, where
he was employed by the General Electric Co. They had five children: Susan, Martha, David, Paul and Laura. They
returned to Jaffrey in 1965 and bought the Atlas Display Fireworks Co. that was established in 1950 by his sister
Lillian and his brother-in-law William Anderson. He owned the business until 1979. Atlas Display Fireworks was then
bought by Robert Korpi and later by Stephen Pelkey. Atlas Fireworks is still a vibrant Jaffrey business and employer,
and continues to bring smiles to the faces of those who watch the award-winning shows. Fritz was a Jaffrey Selectman
in the early 1970s. ❦

3

PAUL JOSEPH ST. PIERRE (1935-2018) was born in Jaffrey, and was a graduate of Conant High School (‘53),
and Keene State College. Paul served as 1st Lt. in the United States Marine Corps as an artillery officer with
the 10th Marines, 2nd Marine Division. He saw duty with the U.S. 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean. Paul
earned the wings of a Naval Air Observer and flew with the Marine Observation Squadron One and was with
the amphibious assault force during the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962. For many years Paul was a driver educator and
instructed over 4,200 area residents. He was the Director of Driver Education at Crotched Mountain Rehabilitation
Center, Inc. in Greenfield for many years. He contributed much of his time to the Town of Jaffrey. He served as the
chairman of the Genealogical Committee for the Vol. IV of the History of Jaffrey. In 1998, Paul was awarded Jaffrey
Citizen of the Year by the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce. He married Carolyn Sasner of Jaffrey in 1966, and together
they had two sons, Matthew and Benjamin. ❦

the Jaffrey Historical Society, especially when the moving and restoration of the Little Red Schoolhouse was begun.
An outdoorsman, Ted was a founding member of the Jaffrey Conservation Committee (now Commission) and a
leader of the early Fall Old Road Tours of the Historical Society. He and Amanda reared four children, William,
Richard, John and Laura. ❦

7

FATHER EDWARD FURLONG (1862-1906) was the second pastor of St. Patrick Church, the first being
Fr. Patrick McEvoy who was at St. Peter’s before moving to the newly purchased rectory in East Jaffrey. Fr.
Furlong was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, and was ordained in 1886. He served at St. Mary’s in Dover
before his assignment to St. Patrick’s in 1891. His pastorate occupied the wooden church seating 300 built
in 1888 and began using the new cemetery grounds in Cheshire in 1891, both accomplished by Fr. McEvoy. The
new Rectory was constructed during Fr. Furlong’s pastorate. This was a time of rapid growth for both the town and
church. Both population and businesses were increasing. Fr. Furlong was failing in health so an assistant, Rev. Francis
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PAUL LEACH (1918-1999) was born in Milford, New hampshire. He came to Jaffrey in 1937 as an auto
mechanic. Two years later he joined the D.D. Bean Company as its chief engineer, chemist and airplane pilot.
Paul never attended college but his instinctual mechanical knowledge was phenomenal. He joined the Fire
Department in 1941 which led him to think up a myriad of ways to improve fire fighting. He started the Jaffrey
Fire Protection Company for D.D. Bean which was based on his inventions and ideas to improve hoses and other
auxiliary equipment used in fire fighting. Paul married Lucy Pomponio of Jaffrey in 1940. They lived in Jaffrey except
for the years he served in the U.S. Army in World War II. The couple had four children, Allen, James, Peter and a
daughter, Margaret, who died in infancy. ❦
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FREDERICK ‘TED’ SMITH (1907-1998) was born in Manchester where he attended Central High School. In
1933, at age 26, he came to the area and was employed at Camp Annett, CCC, as Forester-Foreman, remaining
in that position until the camp was closed. While working at the camp he married Mary Amanda Deschenes of
Jaffrey. He served in the U.S. Navy in 1944-1946. Ted was a building contractor and an invaluble member of

oad

AYLMER HENRY GIVEN Jr. (1925-1993) came to Jaffrey in 1949 from Templeton, Massachusetts, when he
married Mary T. Desmarais (1927-2020). Together they bought the Desmarais home on North Street where
they raised their ten children. Aylmer was employed by W.W. Cross & Co. Inc for many years as a tack maker/
mechanic until his retirement in 1988. Aylmer, known as Givey, was also known as Santa Claus to many
children in the Monadnock Region. Due to Aylmer’s large stature and jolly personality, he was asked to be Santa at
the annual W.W. Cross Christmas Party. That was the beginning of Aylmer’s Santa Claus career that lasted close to
twenty-five years. His wife, Mary, later joined him as Mrs. Claus. Aylmer was the first Grand Knight of the St. Patrick
Church Council 8544, that started in 1984 and which continues today. Like Aylmer, Mary was known for her faith
in God and her prayers. Close family and friends, and people she barely knew, would ask Mary to pray the Rosary for
their special intentions. She was always happy to do so. ❦
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