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The Rev. Laban Ainsworth was born in Woodstock, Conn., July 19, 1757.* By his parents he was 
early consecrated to God in Christian baptism. When a mere child, by reason of a severe sickness, 
he lost the use of his right arm. It was ever after a weak and withered limb. As he was thus partially 
disabled from prosecuting the ordinary business of active life, his parents cheerfully consented to 
his obtaining a collegiate education. Accordingly he was fitted for college; and, after remaining 
some weeks at Hanover, he entered the Sophomore class at Dartmouth in 1775.† At the end of 
three years he graduated, and then commenced the study of theology. 
 
* See Note A. † See Note B. 
 

It was on Commencement day, in 1781, that a committee appointed by this town met him in 
Hanover and engaged him to preach. Late in the summer of that year, he began to officiate in his 
sacred calling with this people. The First Congregational Church in Jaffrey was then in its infancy 
—it having been organized May 18, 1780. It is not difficult to understand how acceptable he was 
at this early day to the citizens of the town, when we read the expressive language of their official 
acts. At a town meeting called December 17, 1781, it was “Voted, to hear Mr. Ainsworth longer.” 
“Voted, to hear Mr. Ainsworth till he can conveniently go his journey and then return to this town.” 
At another public town meeting, held April 23, 1782, there is this record: “Voted, to hear Mr. 
Ainsworth upon probation, in order to give him a call.” At a town meeting, July 8, 1782, “Voted, 
unanimously, to concur with the church and give Mr. Laban Ainsworth a call to the work of the 
gospel ministry in this town.” They pledged him “as a salary, annually, £70 as long as he shall be 
the minister of this town.” They also proffered him “liberty to visit his friends twice each year, of 
two Sabbaths each time, if he accepts the call that is given him.” These were the final conditions 
of the settlement. On the 10th of Dec. 1782, an Ecclesiastical Council was convened “to afford 
assistance in setting apart” the candidate “for the work of the gospel ministry.” After hearing the 
parties and examining the candidate, the council adjourned to the following day, when, upon re-
assembling, they proceeded with the ordination services.* Thus it appears that in these introductory 



 

movements, neither the town nor the candidate was in haste. It was not till he had preached here 
three or four months, that the hearers took any vote on the question of his staying. Nor was it till 
four months later, that they expressed a desire that he should remain as a candidate for settlement. 
By this time they were cherishing a desire to retain him; so that when he had been with them almost 
a year, the differing sentiments of the people becoming more and more united, they were prepared 
to give him a unanimous call to become their pastor. Here is manifest a careful deliberation which 
gave promise of a permanent ministry. Nor was that promise unfulfilled; for he has been the 
minister of this church more than seventy-six years and a half. During nearly half a century he was 
without a ministerial helper; but since that time three young men have been associated with him 
as colleagues, and been dismissed; and now the senior pastor is dismissed, and called to his rest.  

Though I have not been summoned before you to-day to pronounce his eulogy, I should do 
injus- 
* See Note C. 
 
tice to my own sense of duty, were I wholly to forbear speaking of his worth. In doing it very 
briefly, I must confine myself principally to what I have known of him during the last thirteen 
years. What impressed me first was his peculiarly venerable appearance. He was then eighty-seven 
years of age. He had a full, muscular frame, a head slightly bald, with snowy white locks hanging 
over his shoulders, and a dress corresponding with his age, yet reminding one of a generation for 
the most part passed away.  

What I next observed was his affable and courteous manners. He was graceful in his 
movements, social in his nature, and always ready to make a fit reply to whatever might be said. 
Though he knew well how to utter the language of severity—how to administer a just rebuke—
how to make a keen and sarcastic criticism, yet he greatly excelled in the power to please and 
instruct in the social circle. The gentleness of his manner of receiving company, of welcoming 
them to the hospitalities of his home, of taking leave of them at their departure, is what many of 
us delight to remember; and to the young minister who labored by his side during these thirteen 
years, he manifested the kindness of a father, with the forbearance and courtesy of a constant 
friend.  

I early noticed, also, his peculiar simplicity and propriety in the use of words. He rarely 
hesitated for a choice of language, and the very expression which was wanted came at his call. 
This gave him great ability to amuse, to inform, to impress, or to influence the human mind. 
Nowhere else was this pertinence in the choice of language so observable as in his prayers, and 
conversations on the subject of religion. To this fact my attention has often been called by the aged 
people who long waited on his ministry.  

He was evidently a man of intellectual strength and sound judgment. Even amid the infirmities 
of age, there were perceptible distinct signs of a former greatness.  

It has been gratifying to notice, that with the gradual weakening of his intellectual powers, he 
has steadily maintained a fondness for the doctrines and precepts of God's word. “When incapable 
of taking any care of his temporal concerns, he would express a sensible opinion in what relates to 
the kingdom of God. And when his intellect became so enfeebled, that he could not speak 
connectedly on ordinary topics, he would offer prayer with no wandering or repetition, and impart 
Christian counsel with correctness. And when his memory so failed him as to become wholly 
untrustworthy concerning passing events, he would repeat passages of Holy Writ without mistake. 

We have noticed that he was a man remarkably guiltless of affectation himself, and intolerant 
of it in others. In conversation, he rarely alluded to what he had done, or to what he had been. 



 

“Whatever we learned from him of his personal history, was the result of a direct effort to call him 
out. He was no egotist ; nor was he so much inclined to speak of the workings of his own thoughts 
and emotions as would have been agreeable to his friends. Hence a stranger, or a visitor for the 
day, might find no direct access to his inner life and experience. Of his individual relation to God, 
he always spoke with much caution. He discovered such perfect holiness in his Maker, and so 
much imperfection in himself, that he thought, should he ever be admitted into the home of the 
holy, it would be through the infinite riches of divine grace, in Jesus Christ. I have seen him, when 
lying so ill that both he and ourselves thought his recovery doubtful. On such an occasion, I once 
inquired of him, “ Is the gospel which you have preached to others, now precious to you?” He 
replied, “It is, and I hope to be saved through it.” Last June, as the Cheshire County Conference 
of Churches was about to meet in Rindge, I inquired of him what message he would like to send 
to the good people at that meeting. After a little thought, he said, “Tell them I am going steadily 
down towards the end, but not without hope.”  

We love to remember the tenderness of his affection towards his brethren in the ministry, and 
his strong desire that they should maintain in their ministrations the integrity of divine truth. He 
felt that we were in danger of setting too little value on the form of sound words, and of 
accommodating our style of preaching to the standard of the age rather than to that of the Bible. 
He used to say: “We want in the pulpit plain sound doctrine, even if men scorn it. It is better than 
some pleasing error that shall lead the soul to ruin.” The Bible has been his daily companion in the 
house of his pilgrimage. For years that book, in the French language, was the solace of his hours 
of solitude. Whenever it was not in his hand, it always lay upon the table beside him. And when 
his eyes grew dim, he has felt the need of having members of his family spend hours each day in 
reading to him. During the last two years, we have seen increasing evidence that he was 
approaching the end of his earthly course. But on the 19th of July he was able to meet us in this 
house, while we attempted to celebrate his one hundredth birthday. Since then, the decay of his 
faculties has been more rapid. His physical strength has failed, and his intellect become shattered; 
and although in his weakness, he durst not confide in the truest and most faithful of his earthly 
attendants, he never, for a solitary moment, lost confidence in God. And when his memory became 
so enfeebled that he could not recall the names of his nearest kindred, nor recognize the 
countenances of his most familiar friends, he did not forget the name of Jesus, nor did he cease to 
speak of him in the language of affection. But the close, so long delayed, has at length arrived. The 
last struggle in his warfare is past, the last step in his pilgrimage has been taken, the last effort to 
keep the faith in this world of trial is over. On Wednesday, the 17th of March, at the age of one 
hundred years, seven months and twenty-eight days, he turned away from the scenes of his earthly 
conflicts, to take possession of the awards which the Lord, the righteous Judge, had prepared for 
him. His end was peace. On the Saturday before his death, he led the devotions of the family in 
prayer. In this, his final audible petition at the throne of grace, he sought a special blessing on 
himself, and on her who has had the particular care of him for many years. The day before his 
decease, he signified a desire that she should read to him; when he listened with eagerness to the 
90th and 103d Psalms. From that time he remained in a state of perfect quietness through the 
following night, when, at six o'clock in the morning, without the least manifestation of pain, he 
fell asleep.  

 
“Life so sweetly ceased to be,  
He lapsed into eternity.” 

 



 

 
 

I stand here to speak of a life whose beginning no man living can remember; of a childhood 
whose associates are all in their graves. His father and mother, brothers and sisters, have passed 
on far in advance of him. Not an individual who took a part in the services of his ordination, or 
who was then a member of this church, is alive. No one in this congregation can recall the time of 
his coming here. His college acquaintance, his near associates in the ministry, the officers and 
active members of this church who were with him in the days of his vigor, have for many years 
been sleeping in their graves. He has been lingering here till after his wife and both his children, 
two of his grand-children, and eight of his great-grand-children, have entered the spirit world. But 
all have not departed. Members of that broken household band are present to-day, to mingle their 
sorrows, and to pay a tribute of affection around these poor mortal remains. It seems but a day 
since these grand-children could come with their mothers to that hospitable mansion. But in the 
course of a single year, God made you all motherless. To only one branch of the family does there 
now remain a living connection between these two generations. You, my dear Sir, have been called 
to drink deep from the cup of sorrow. Though this is the last, it is not the only severe visitation of 
Divine Providence during these thirteen years. God has not forsaken you by withholding the 
chastisements of a father. Nor will you go unrewarded for that filial affection with which you have 
cared for his comfort during these years of infirmity.  

But how pleasant is the recollection of the scenes of childhood, when under the loving eye of 
grand-parents. Those doors were always open, and those arms were ready to bid you welcome. In 
delightful contrast with the present and the future, you remember the innocent pleasantries, the 
serious counsel, the voice of prayer, and the rich social delights of those early days. Nor will you 
forget his ministerial acts at the wedding, and the consecration of children in baptism, and those 
seasons when he has called you to him, to speak to you individually what he has considered his 
dying message, and to pronounce on you a benediction. These are acts no more to be repeated ; 
but their hallowed influence may be permanent. Let them be as beneficial to you and your children, 
as they are lasting in their effects.  

To us, brethren in the Christian ministry, there come to-day some lessons of solemn import. 
His work of preaching the gospel began long before any of us were created, and his active public 
labors were completed before most of us had commenced ours. The great mass of his hearers have 
gone before him to their account. We are still in the midst of our people. We can speak to them in 
public and private. And, as they and we are hastening to stand before our Judge, let us preach the 
word in season and out of season. As they and we must soon occupy the position of the author of 
our text—a position between the world of probation and of retribution—let it be our constant 
endeavor so to live ourselves, and so to induce them to live, that at the close we may be able to 
exclaim: “I am now ready to be offered. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid* up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me in that day.” 

And what words shall I speak, in conclusion, to this bereaved church and people 1 While your 
ancestors were erecting yonder ancient house of worship,* a covenant-keeping God was leading a 
young man through a course of collegiate and theological training, and, in fifteen months after the 
organization of the church, he led that same young minister by a way which he knew not, to this 
prepared field of exertion. Here he preached, was accepted, and gave himself up to the work of the 
ministry.-!” But in process of time those fathers and mothers have all passed away, and his 
* See Note D.   †See Note E. 



 

 
 
 
official connection with this church has continued, as it ought, till it is dissolved by death. To him 
are you greatly indebted, either directly or through your parents. During most of the time of his 
active labors, he was the only minister in town. Then was his voice heard in the school-room, in 
the chamber of sickness, in the house of mourning, and in the Christian sanctuary. He was so long 
the religious teacher of this people, that many of your most sacred relations were formed by his 
assistance. By the rites of marriage and the ordinance of baptism, by admissions to the church, and 
the solemnities of preaching and the Lord's supper, a vast amount of religious instruction has been 
diffused, and the various and complicated bonds of social and religious life have been cemented 
and hallowed. Now, his words to you are all spoken. His official acts are ended. But their effect 
on you and your descendants — what shall it be 1 Search, that you may understand and appreciate 
his virtues. Let his errors, if he had them— and who has not? — pass forever out of mind. Cherish 
with warm affection, as you hold in reverence, the memory of this venerable minister of Christ 
Jesus. 

My beloved hearers, our text reminds us of another day. Christ will appear again as our final 
Judge. Pastor and people will then meet. However long the separation, we shall all be there — not 
as spectators, not to criticise each other, but — each for himself to pass the solemn test. What 
account are you prepared to render for the use you have made of a permanent ministry and of a 
preached gospel 1 Have you received the truth in the love of it, so that you are experiencing and 
exhibiting its beneficent power, or do you doubt, despise, wonder and perish? Entertain religious 
error and practice sin, and the truths uttered by your minister shall be a swift witness against you. 
Obey these holy precepts and believe these precious doctrines, and when you stand on the 
boundary between two worlds, you shall review the past with satisfaction,* and be authorized to 
look forward, with an unfaltering trust, to the enjoyment of a crown of righteousness which the 
Lord will give to all them that love his appearing. 
* See Note F. 
 
 
NOTES. 
A. 
By the Records of the town of Woodstock, it appears that he was born July 9, 1754. These Records, 
it is said, have been so carelessly copied that they abound in mistakes. And it is very possible that 
if the figure 7 was inserted in the original Records, it might have been mistaken by the copyist for 
the figure 4. Some of the aged people in Jaffrey, with whom I have conversed, have expressed the 
opinion that the record of his birth-day, as it now stands, is correct. But the almost unanimous 
belief of the descendants of his early friends there is, that he was born July 19, 1757. 
 
 
B. 
It must have been early in the season, when he came to Hanover, for he has frequently related, that 
while he was there he heard the report of the ordnance at the battle of Bunker Hill. He said his 
attention was called to it by an Indian who was with him in college. He scooped up a little earth 
with his hand, then lay flat upon the ground with his ear in that excavation, when he could hear 
the sound with perfect distinctness. 



 

 
C. 
RESULT OF ORDAINING COUNCIL—1782 Dec. 10th 
Newhampshire, Jeffrey, Decem. 10th 1782. 
At an Ecclesiastical Council being convened by letters missive from the Chh. of Christ in the town 
aforesaid to afford assistance in setting apart for the work of the gospel ministry, Mr. Laban 
Ainsworth, their pastor elect, were present the following chhs. represented. The Chh. of Christ in 
New Ipswich, Fitzwilliam, Dublin, Keene, Woodstock, (Con.) Ashford, (Con.) and Temple. 
1 Made choice of Rev. Mr. Farrar, Moderator of sd Council. 
2 Noah Miles Scribe—having called upon God for direction—proceeded, 
1 Examined a copy of the proceedings of the Council in forming the Chh. 
2 The call and offers made to Mr. L. Ainsworth for his encouragement, by the Chh. and freeholders 
of sd Town. 
3 His answer to their call. In the affirmative. 
4 His Confession of Faith. 
5 He presented himself for examination to answer such questions as might be proposed to him. He 
also exhibited several pieces of his sermons. 
6 Opportunity given for objections. 
7 Adjourned till Wednesday ye 11th at 9 o'clock. 
8 Wednesday ye 11th. Having met according to adjournment, 
1 Mr. Ainsworth received as a member of the Chh. in consequence of a letter of recommendation 
from the Chh. of Christ in Woodstock. 
2 Unanimously agreed to proceed to ordination. 
 
THE PARTS. 
The introductory prayer to be performed by Noah Miles: the sermon to be delivered by Revd Mr. 
Farrar: the ordaining prayer by Revd Mr. Hall: the charge by Revd Mr. Brigham: the right hand 
by the Revd Mr. Judson: the concluding prayer by the Revd Mr. Sprague. 
Copied from an attested copy—signed, Noah Miles, Scribe. 
 
D. 
On the 17th of June, 1775, the citizens of Jaffrey were raising the frame of their meeting-house, 
and some of them also, it is said, heard the report of the furious struggle at Bunker Hill. When Mr. 
Ainsworth began to preach in that house, it was covered, but in so unfinished a state, that some 
portion of his congregation were seated on piles of lumber which were stored there for future use. 
Nor was it completed till several years later; for September 3, 1787, there is this entry in the Town 
Records: “ Voted not to accept the finishing of the meeting-house.” 
 
E. 
As the “ Ministerial Lot “ of land had been sold, the candidate for settlement was required to resign 
all claim to that ; and September 30, 1782, the town gave to him as an equivalent “ the north end 
of the two Centre Lots and the Mountain Lot.” During the year 1787, he was busily employed in 
erecting a dwelling-house for himself. Late in the autumn of that year, he was married to Miss 
Mary Minot, of Concord, Mass., and with her returned on horseback to Jaffrey. Soon after entering 
the town, they were met by a numerous cavalcade and escorted on their way; and as they 
approached his house, a long procession on foot led them forward, when, opening to the right and 



 

left, they received the beloved pastor and his bride to his home, with the warmest congratulations. 
Within the house, every thing was in perfect order. Fires were lighted, and tables were furnished 
in the most generous style; so the day and evening were passed in gladness and social delight, “for 
God had made them rejoice with great joy; the wives also and the children rejoiced.” But, alas! 
how soon in this world may our joy be turned to sorrow. On the night of the 12th of the following 
February, this same joyous couple were awaked by the suffocating smoke and heat of their burning 
house, and compelled to escape in haste from their chamber window to save their lives. By the fall 
Mrs. A. received an injury from which she never quite recovered. A child also, Isaac, the son of 
Deacon Spofford, in the eighth year of his age, was consumed in the fire. Mrs. Ainsworth, whose 
death occurred February 3, 1845, became the mother of two children. Sarah, or Sally, as she was 
called by her parents, and William. The daughter was married in Jaffrey, November 17, 1812, to 
Isaac Parker, the son of the Hon. Abel Parker, of Jaffrey. William, graduated at Dartmouth College 
in 1811, entered the legal profession, and was married September 29, 1818, to Miss Mary Morse 
Stearns, daughter of John Stearns, Esq., of Jaffrey. William died at Concord, N. H., where he went 
as a representative from New Ipswich, June 14, 1842. Mrs. Parker died in Boston, May 29, 1857. 
The living descendants of Mr. Ainsworth, at the time of his decease, were twenty-nine ; ten grand-
children, and nineteen great-grand-children. 
 
F. 
A few months before his death, he remarked to a member of his family: “I wish it to be distinctly 
understood by my posterity, when I have passed away, that I die in the full belief of the doctrines 
which I heard preached in my boyhood, and which I have endeavored to communicate to others.” 
And when inquired of at another time, where he obtained his theological instruction, he replied: “I 
first received it of my mother, and I afterwards found these truths taught by her confirmed in the 
Bible.” 
 
 
 
 


